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Updated Outbreak Assessment 2 

Lumpy Skin Disease in South East Europe 

1
st
 July 2016               Ref: VITT/1200 LSD in South East Europe 

Disease Report 

Lumpy skin disease is causing more outbreaks in the South East Europe region, with 

Bulgaria, Greece, Kosovo, the Republic of Macedonia and the Republic of Serbia reporting 

outbreaks, while further afield outbreaks have also been reported in Russia and Turkey. In 

Bulgaria, there have been nearly 200 affected herds, with around 10% morbidity (high 

temperature and skin nodules). Greece has reported nearly 70 outbreaks this year. 

Macedonia has reported 335 outbreaks and around 5% morbidity while Kosovo has reported 

just a single outbreak this week. Russia has reported over 50 outbreaks (10% case fatality 

rate). Serbia has reported over 80 outbreaks, again with low morbidity rates. Turkey has 

reported nearly 80 outbreaks this year. Disease control measures are in place including 

movement controls and culling infected animals (see map below for current outbreaks in 

Europe; multpiple disease reports available at 

http://www.oie.int/wahis_2/public/wahid.php/Diseaseinformation/reportarchive).  

 

Situation Assessment 

The disease continues to spread across the Balkans and more outbreaks can be expected. 

As with any vector borne disease, movement restrictions and even culling susceptible 

animals alone will not be able to be prevent spread, while vector control is too problematic to 

http://www.oie.int/wahis_2/public/wahid.php/Diseaseinformation/reportarchive
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implement over large regions. Vaccinating such large numbers of susceptible animals will 

also depend on vaccine availability for authorised products. EU control measures are based 

on Council Directive 92/119/EEC, however this is a relatively new disease to the European 

region, and these control measures would benefit from being reviewed in light of the current 

epizootic. As disease spreads, this is becoming a priority for member states as well as 

countries neighbouring the EU. 

The UK Met Office provides UK Government with weather predictions for up to three months 

in advance and current forecasts suggest above average temperature conditions for the 

region are set to continue, which will mean more outbreaks are likely.  

Conclusion 

Although the risk of introduction of LSD into the UK remains very low and has not 

significantly increased as a result of these outbreaks in South East Europe, it highlights the 

general concerns for the region with respect to transboundary diseases and ability to control 

vector borne diseases.  

We will continue to monitor the situation. 
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Any enquiries regarding this publication should be sent to us at  

iadm@apha.gsi.gov.uk or 
International Disease Monitoring 
Area 5A 
Nobel House 
17 Smith Square 
London SW1P 3JR 
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