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Updated Outbreak Assessment 

Update on African Swine Fever in Poland 

27th June 2016   Ref: VITT/1200 ASF in Eastern EU – Update 6 

Disease Report 

On 24th June, Poland reported an outbreak of African Swine Fever (ASF) on a small 

commercial farm (261 pigs) in Hajnowka municipality of Hajnowska district at the southern 

end of the Part II control zone. Five pigs tested positive by PCR for the virus with two of 

them also testing positive by ELISA (OIE, 2016a; see map). This is the first time that ASF 

has been reported on a commercial pig farm in Poland, the previous 3 outbreaks have all 

been on backyard farms. In addition, Lithuania has reported an outbreak in non-

commercial backyard pigs, also in the Part II restriction zone OIE, 2016b). 

 

Situation Assessment 

ASF was first reported in wild boar in Hajnowska region in Poland in March 2015. Since 

then there have been 21 reports of ASF in wild boar reported to the EU Animal Disease 
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Notification System (ADNS) in this 

region and all cases of ASF in wild boar 

in Poland since the 27th April this year 

have been in this region alone, the latest 

one just this week. The incidence of ASF 

in wild boar in Poland remains low and 

has not shown the sharp rises seen in 

Estonia and Latvia during the last 12 

months. 

 

 

In the Part II restriction zone 

(Commission Implementing 

Decision 2014/709), meat from 

domestic pigs or other products of 

pig origin must be health marked, 

treated and consigned with an 

intra-community trade health 

certificate. There is no trade in live 

pigs to other member states from 

the Part II restriction zone. 

 

In the EU Baltic States, ASF in wild 

boar continues to be reported at a relatively constant level and there has been no increase 

in the extent of the restriction zones. 

Wider afield, disease has been reported in Russia and Ukraine with the cases in wild boar 

and domestic pigs close to the border with Moldova and Romania (red markers on the 

map). Hungary, Romania and Slovakia have in place wild boar surveillance areas along 

the borders, part funded by EU programmes for active and passive surveillance (see map 

below and for more information, please see presentations available at 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/health/regulatory_committee/presentations_en.htm).  

Conclusion 

Despite this outbreak in commercial pigs, the risk of ASF introduction to the UK remains 

very low (that is, “rare but could occur”), as the disease itself is still relatively contained in 

the restriction zones, and EU rules cover the safe trade in meat and other products of 

animal origin.  

http://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/health/regulatory_committee/presentations_en.htm
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We would like to remind all pig keepers to be vigilant, maintain biosecurity including the 

swill feeding ban and report any clinical signs of suspect disease promptly to a 

veterinarian.  

We will continue to report on the situation as regular updates or if significant changes in 

the epidemiology of the disease occur.  
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