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Updated Outbreak Assessment 

Update on African Swine Fever in Estonia, Latvia, 

Lithuania and Poland 

10 September 2014    Ref: VITT/1200 ASF in Eastern EU – Update 2 

Disease Report 

The disease situation in North East EU Member States continues to cause concern. More 

wild boar cases and backyard farms have reported disease in Latvia, while in Lithuania 

there are further cases along the border with Belarus and Latvia. In Poland, disease 

seems to be restricted to the border region with Belarus and, in a new development, 

Estonia has reported ASF in two wild boar, 25 km apart, for the first time in a region 

already under restriction due to the high risk of outbreaks from proximity to cases in Latvia. 

Ukraine has reported a new case in a wild boar on the Russian border, while the Russian 

Federation continues to report cases and outbreaks. Information is available at the OIE / 

WAHID website: http://www.oie.int/wahis_2/public/wahid.php/Diseaseinformation/WI  

 

 

http://www.oie.int/wahis_2/public/wahid.php/Diseaseinformation/WI
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Situation Assessment 

Genetic sequencing of the viruses from Lithuania and Poland was carried out at the EU 

Reference Laboratory in Spain and have shown the isolates belong to genotype II and with 

100% sequence identity to genetic marker regions from viruses isolated in the Caucasus 

and eastern Europe outbreaks since 2007 (Gallardo et al., 2007). The analysis is not yet 

fine enough to allow a more focussed study of the origin of disease incursions, but initial 

studies suggest more recent cases in Belarus and Ukraine in 2013 are closely related.  

Recently the Community Veterinary Emergency Teams have returned from Latvia and 

Lithuania where they were looking into the controls and incursions of disease. The 

presentations are available on the European Commission website 

(http://ec.europa.eu/food/committees/regulatory/scfcah/animal_health/presentations_en.ht

m#20140821). Two observations were made by the teams: that lack of biosecurity in the 

backyard sector remains a problem, and; that it is possible the wild boar cases in Latvia in 

particular may signal a more widespread, endemic problem. 

Detecting clinically sick wild boar is difficult and relies on finding dead animals (fallen 

stock). This becomes more problematic in areas with difficult terrain (much of the land 

cover in this wide region is densely wooded with few major roads or conurbations) or 

where there is poor awareness of biosecurity or the requirement to report suspect cases of 

disease. The poor (decomposed) state of some of the wild boar carcases which have 

tested positive in Latvia and Lithuania suggests disease may have been present in certain 

areas for some time. Targeting fallen wild boar for passive surveillance is the most suitable 

approach for early warning of disease incursion in areas with shared borders with infected 

countries (Petrov et al. 2014) but persuading hunters or backyard farmers to report fallen 

stock will require affected Member States to consider the best approach to communicating 

with the different sectors (Vergne, et al. 2014). As the winter approaches and temperature 

drops it may become more difficult not only to find the wild boar but also to clean and 

disinfect vehicles, footwear and equipment, so awareness and reporting disease promptly 

are paramount.  

Conclusion 

The risk of ASF introduction to the UK is still considered to be low (that is, “rare but does 

occur”), and has not changed. We would consider increasing the risk level if disease were 

to be widely reported across the main pig production areas, such as West and North 

Poland, or Northwest Europe (Germany, Denmark, Netherlands, Northern France). 

Prevention, when it comes to a disease with a wildlife reservoir, requires the cooperation 

of the different sectors across all the countries at risk: hunters, backyard producers, 

commercial premises and competent authorities using up-to-date contingency plans and 

making the best use of modern technological improvements in diagnostics.  

http://ec.europa.eu/food/committees/regulatory/scfcah/animal_health/presentations_en.htm#20140821
http://ec.europa.eu/food/committees/regulatory/scfcah/animal_health/presentations_en.htm#20140821
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We will continue to report on the situation as regular updates or if significant changes in 

the epidemiology of the disease occur.  

Authors 

Jonathan Smith 

Dr Helen Roberts 

References 

Gallardo, C., Fernandez-Pinero, J., Pelayo, V., Gazaev, I., Markowska-Daniel, I., 

Pridotkas, G., Nieto, R., Fernandez-Pacheco, P., Bokhan, S., Nevolko, O., Drozhzhe, 

Z., Perez, C., Soler, Z., Kolvasov, D. & Arias, M. (2014) Genetic variation among 

African Swine Fever genotype II viruses, Eastern and Central Europe. Emerging 

Infectious Diseases 20:No 9, September 2014. 

http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/20/9/pdfs/14-0554.pdf  

Petrov A, Schotte U, Pietschmann J, Dräger C, Beer M, Anheyer-Behmenburg H, Goller 

KV, Blome S.(2014) Alternative sampling strategies for passive classical and African 

swine fever surveillance in wild boar. Vet Microbiol Aug 15. Pii: S0378-

1135(14)00372-1. doi: 10.1016/j.vetmic.2014.07.030. [Epub ahead of print] 

Vergne, T., Guinat C, Petkova P, Gogin A, Kolbasov D, Blome S, Molia S, Pinto Ferreira J, 

Wieland B, Nathues H, Pfeiffer DU. (2014) Attitudes and beliefs of pig farmers and 

wild boar hunters towards reporting of African Swine fever in Bulgaria, Germany and 

the Western part of the Russian Federation. Transboundary Emerging Disease Aug 6 

doi: 10.1111/tbed.12254. [Epub ahead of print]. 

 

 

© Crown copyright 2014 

You may re-use this information (excluding logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence v.2. To view this licence visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/ or email 

PSI@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk   

This publication is available at https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/animal-

diseases-international-monitoring  

Any enquiries regarding this publication should be sent to us at  

iadm@defra.gsi.gov.uk 

http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/20/9/pdfs/14-0554.pdf
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
mailto:PSI@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/animal-diseases-international-monitoring
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/animal-diseases-international-monitoring

