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Updated Outbreak Assessment 

Update on African Swine Fever in Latvia, Lithuania 

and Poland 

15 August 2014    Ref: VITT/1200 ASF in Eastern EU – Update 1 

Disease Report 

The Latvian Authorities have reported four new cases in wild boar in a new region of the 

country, outside the existing ASF control zones (European Commission, 2014). The area 

is in central Latvia, where disease had not been reported before (see map - area shaded 

in grey). A further 5 cases in wild boar has been reported in the region either within or on 

the edge of the Implementing Decision 2014/178 Annex Part I region (which is the region 

where risk is present due to proximity to disease in wild boar although disease has not 

been reported). In addition, there have been more reports in wild boar and domestic pigs 

in currently affected regions (Annex Part III – disease present in feral pigs and domestic 

pigs) of Valka and Kraslavas including one commercial premises of 196 pigs in Kraslavas. 

At present 28 

outbreaks in 

domestic pigs and 

46 separate reports 

of cases in wild 

boar have been 

made to the OIE 

(2014a). 

The Lithuanian 

authorities have 

reported three 

outbreaks in 

backyard pigs and a 

new case in wild 

boar in the Ignalina 

region where the 

affected commercial farm is located. There are no known epidemiological links between 

these outbreaks and cases (see previous Defra Assessment). Ignalina region is currently 

included in the Annex Part III (OIE, 2014b). 

A further outbreak of ASF in backyard pigs in Poland and additional cases in wild boar in 

the Podlaskie region (currently included in Annex Part II restrictions – disease present only 
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in feral pigs) have been reported. To date there have been two outbreaks in backyard pigs 

and 13 separate cases in wild boar (OIE, 2014c). 

Situation Assessment 

These reports concern two new infected regions within the country of Latvia, indicating 

changes will be made again to the control measures and regions in the Annex of 

2014/178/EU.  At present, there is no further information on how disease has been 

introduced into this area – whether through movement of (undetected) infected wild boar 

or feral pigs, swill feeding with infected meat or fomite transmission. The carcases of the 

wild boar were found in an autolysed (degraded) state, which may indicate that the dead 

animals have been present for some time before being detected. As wild boar may 

become cannibalistic, infected carcases are a significant risk to the native feral pig or wild 

boar population. In Lithuania, the report of wild boar carcases infected with ASF in the 

vicinity of the commercial farm which was reported in July, again points to undetected 

disease present in the wild boar / feral pig population.  

There has been no trade in live pigs from the affected countries to the UK while trade in 

pork products to the UK from both Lithuania and Latvia is very low, and dispatch of 

unprocessed products of porcine origin from the part III regions is prohibited under the EU 

control measures. Most pork products consigned from Poland are processed products, 

and while the commercial sector remains disease free, these represent a negligible risk. 

However there are no restrictions on wild boar meat produced domestically for personal 

use leaving Annex Part I regions. There is concern that if undetected disease is present in 

these areas this may lead to further spread within the countries where this meat is used 

possibly as swill feed or by hunters.  

Conclusion 

The risk of ASF introduction to the UK is currently considered to be low (that is, “rare but 

does occur”), primarily because of the low level of trade, unknown risk of undetected 

disease and personal products, the EU control measures in place in affected countries, 

and good biosecurity measures on our own pig farms, however if the disease continues to 

spread in this area or if a large geographic jump or infection in the commercial sector 

occurs, this will increase the risk.  

Until it is understood exactly how the disease came to be introduced into this new region 

and why it continues to spread despite the control measures in place, it is difficult to 

assess the success of the controls.   

We will report on the situation as regular updates or if significant changes in the 

epidemiology of the disease occur.  
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