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Pest de Petits Ruminants in China 
Preliminary Outbreak Assessment 

Note: Defra’s International Disease Monitoring (IDM) monitors outbreaks of high impact 

diseases around the world. Pest de Petits Ruminants  (PPR) is among those diseases of 

major concern. 

1. Disease Report 

The Chinese Veterinary Authorities has been reporting since December 2013 

outbreaks of peste des petits ruminants (PPR) detected in sheep in the eastern and 

northern provinces of China (OIE, 2014) (see map). To date there have been ~240 

infected premises, with over 190 in just the last three weeks. The last recorded 

outbreak of PPR in the country was in 2010. Control measures are in place, 

including vaccination in some regions, and nearly 55,000 sheep and goats have 

been destroyed. (OIE, 2014). 

 

 
 

2. Situation Assessment 

PPR is a viral disease of small livestock and non-domestic ovine/aprine animals (i.e. 

sheep and goats), spread by direct contact between animals or occasionally through 

contact with infected bedding, food and equipment. The significant spread in China 

has been attributed to the movement of live (infected) animals into new areas. The 

disease is present throughout Asia, the Middle East and Africa (North and sub-
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Saharan) where it causes significant losses for the subsistence farmer and rural 

communities (Banyard et al., 2010). After the success of the global eradication of the 

closely related virus which caused Rinderpest, PPR is a natural candidate for a 

similar combined approach to global disease control (FAO, 2009). There are four 

lineages of the virus, but vaccination, using a live attenuated vaccine against disease 

is available to many countries and gives a high level of life long protection against all 

four lineages (FAO, 2009). 

 

In 2008, Morocco reported 360 outbreaks of PPR in goats and sheep over a six 

month period, indicating how rapidly the disease can spread through a naïve 

population and particularly where movement of animals from one region to another is 

difficult to control. In regions where live animals are traditionally herded, these 

diseases are spread easily (OIE, 2009; FAO, 2008). A similar rate of spread appears 

to be occurring in China this year. The disease is generally considered a production 

disease and has significant economic impacts on small holders of livestock who 

raise sheep and goats not only as a food source, but as a source of income and 

playing an economic role in festivals and celebrations.  

 

China is an exporter of hides of cattle, sheep and goats to the UK. A search on 

TRACES, the EU electronic trade notification system, has shown that no trade in 

sheep or goats hides has occurred from China since the outbreaks began , but even 

so they would need to be treated according to the ABP regulations. AHVLA has 

recently completed a risk assessment on the import of hides, wool and skins for the 

risk of transmitting sheep pox and goat pox (Gale et al., 2014), which concluded the 

risk is from untreated skins, wool and hides, rather than treated. These pox viruses 

are similar to the morbilli viruses of which PPR is a member (alongside Rinderpest 

and the measles virus) (Banyard et al. 2010) therefore it would be expected that 

similar assurances about treatment would apply to this disease as well. China is not 

approved for import of live ruminants into the EU.  

 
 
3. Conclusions 

Based on the disease report and situation assessment, the likelihood of the 

introduction of PPR by legal trade from China to the UK as a result of these 

outbreaks is considered negligible. Nevertheless, this disease can have a significant 

impact on the economy for small ruminant farming and therefore we will continue to 

monitor the situation. 
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