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The adjustments to right to work checks introduced on 30 March 2020, as part of the response to COVID-19, ended on 30 September 2022. See guidance about the adjusted process.


As of 1 October 2022, employers must carry out the prescribed checks set out in An employer’s guide to right to work checks.




This collection includes documents which provide guidance and support to employers conducting right to work checks to prevent illegal working. It includes:


	guidance on preventing illegal working
	how to carry out right to work checks
	documents which are acceptable for the purposes of demonstrating a right to work



You can also read our quick guide to checking a job applicant’s right to work documents.


If you’re reasonably satisfied that the worker has an outstanding application with the Home Office that was made before their previous immigration permission expired or has an outstanding appeal or administrative review against a Home Office decision, you must get a Positive Verification Notice from the employer checking service. A Positive Verification Notice is needed to establish a statutory excuse against liability for a civil penalty in the event of illegal working.


Read the codes of practice to help you prevent illegal working and understand the fines (also known as civil penalties) for employing illegal workers.


The quarterly reports show the  civil penalties for illegal working issued  to non-compliant employers in each region of the UK.





  


  Documents


    

    
      





  
      	

                  Right to work checks: an employer's guide




          	
                    
                       9 February 2024
                    

	
                    Guidance





      
	

                  Right to work checklist




          	
                    
                       9 April 2024
                    

	
                    Guidance





      
	

                  Preventing illegal working: guidance for employers, October 2013




          	
                    
                      31 January 2014
                    

	
                    Guidance





      


  


      

      
        
    Published 7 September 2018
    
Last updated 28 March 2023
      + show all updates
      
        	
              28 March 2023
              The adjustments to right to work checks introduced on 30 March 2020 as part of the response to COVID-19 ended on 30 September 2022.
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              Updated information for employers carrying out right to work checks from 1 October.
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              Because of coronavirus (COVID-19) there are temporary changes to the way you can check documents. Added a link to guidance about the adjusted process.
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              7 September 2018
              First published.

            


      




      


  

  

  

  


      
      
        Related content
      




      


  	UK visa sponsorship for employers
	Right to work checks: an employer's guide
	Illegal working penalties: codes of practice for employers


















  
    
        
  
      



      

    Explore the topic


  	Foreign nationals working in the UK






  



    

  




    
  


      
        

  

  
    
      
        Is this page useful?

        	
            
              Maybe
          
	
            
              Yes this page is useful
          
	

            
              No this page is not useful
          


      

    


    
      Thank you for your feedback
    


    
      
        Report a problem with this page
    

  




  


  
    
      


      

      Help us improve GOV.UK

      Don’t include personal or financial information like your National Insurance number or credit card details.


      
        This field is for robots only. Please leave blank
        
      


      

    
  What were you doing?





  

    



      

    
  What went wrong?





  

    




      


  Send



      
        Cancel
      
    

  






  


  
    
      


      
      

      Help us improve GOV.UK

      To help us improve GOV.UK, we’d like to know more about your visit today. We’ll send you a link to a feedback form. It will take only 2 minutes to fill in. Don’t worry we won’t send you spam or share your email address with anyone.


      


            
  Email address







    
    




      


  Send me the survey



      
        Cancel
      

    

  







      


      
  
      
            
              Services and information

                	
                        Benefits
                      
	
                        Births, death, marriages and care
                      
	
                        Business and self-employed
                      
	
                        Childcare and parenting
                      
	
                        Citizenship and living in the UK
                      
	
                        Crime, justice and the law
                      
	
                        Disabled people
                      
	
                        Driving and transport
                      
	
                        Education and learning
                      
	
                        Employing people
                      
	
                        Environment and countryside
                      
	
                        Housing and local services
                      
	
                        Money and tax
                      
	
                        Passports, travel and living abroad
                      
	
                        Visas and immigration
                      
	
                        Working, jobs and pensions
                      


            

            
              Government activity

                	
                        Departments
                      
	
                        News
                      
	
                        Guidance and regulation
                      
	
                        Research and statistics
                      
	
                        Policy papers and consultations
                      
	
                        Transparency
                      
	
                        How government works
                      
	
                        Get involved
                      


            

      


      

    
      
          Support links

          	
                Help
              
	
                Privacy
              
	
                Cookies
              
	
                Accessibility statement
              
	
                Contact
              
	
                Terms and conditions
              
	
                Rhestr o Wasanaethau Cymraeg
              
	
                Government Digital Service
              


        
          
        
        
          All content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except where otherwise stated
        
      

      
        © Crown copyright
      

    

  


    

