
        

  
    
      
        Cookies on GOV.UK

        
          We use some essential cookies to make this website work.

We’d like to set additional cookies to understand how you use GOV.UK, remember your settings and improve government services.

We also use cookies set by other sites to help us deliver content from their services.

          You have accepted additional cookies. You can change your cookie settings at any time.

          You have rejected additional cookies. You can change your cookie settings at any time.

        

      

    

    
        


  Accept additional cookies


        


  Reject additional cookies


        View cookies
    

    
      
          Hide this message
        
    

  




    Skip to main content

          
  
    
      
        
          
            
            
              
              
            
            
              
                GOV.UK
              
          


    

    
      
        Navigation menu
      



      
        
          
                            Menu

            
              Menu
          


          
            
              
                Search GOV.UK
              
              

  
  

              
                ×
              

            
              
                Search GOV.UK
              
              

  
  

          


      


      
        
          


              
                
                  Services and information
                

                	
                        Benefits
                        
                      
	
                        Births, death, marriages and care
                        
                      
	
                        Business and self-employed
                        
                      
	
                        Childcare and parenting
                        
                      
	
                        Citizenship and living in the UK
                        
                      
	
                        Crime, justice and the law
                        
                      
	
                        Disabled people
                        
                      
	
                        Driving and transport
                        
                      
	
                        Education and learning
                        
                      
	
                        Employing people
                        
                      
	
                        Environment and countryside
                        
                      
	
                        Housing and local services
                        
                      
	
                        Money and tax
                        
                      
	
                        Passports, travel and living abroad
                        
                      
	
                        Visas and immigration
                        
                      
	
                        Working, jobs and pensions
                        
                      


              


              
                
                  Government activity
                

                	
                        Departments
                        Departments, agencies and public bodies

                      
	
                        News
                        News stories, speeches, letters and notices

                      
	
                        Guidance and regulation
                        Detailed guidance, regulations and rules

                      
	
                        Research and statistics
                        Reports, analysis and official statistics

                      
	
                        Policy papers and consultations
                        Consultations and strategy

                      
	
                        Transparency
                        Data, Freedom of Information releases and corporate reports

                      


              

          

        



      
        
          
            Search
          

          
            
              
                

    Search GOV.UK
  
    
    
      
        Search
        

  
  

    

  




              

            

          

        


    
  



    

      
        




      

        

    



  	
          Home
        
	
          Visas and immigration
        
	
          Work in the UK
        








    

    
      
          




  
    



  
    Skilled Worker visa
  




      Skip to contents of guide

      
          
    
      Contents


    	
          
          Overview
        
	
          
          Your job
        
	
          
          When you can be paid less
        
	
          
          If you work in healthcare or education
        
	
          
          Knowledge of English
        
	
          
          How much it costs
        
	
          
          Documents you'll need to apply
        
	
          
          Apply from outside the UK
        
	
          
          Your partner and children
        
	
          
          Extend your visa
        
	
          
          Update your visa if you change job or employer
        
	
          
          Switch to this visa
        
	
          
          Taking on additional work
        



      
  


  
        
  Overview


      

    
        A Skilled Worker visa allows you to come to or stay in the UK to do an eligible job with an approved employer.


This visa has replaced the Tier 2 (General) work visa.


It also allows you to work in UK waters.


Eligibility


Your job


To qualify for a Skilled Worker visa, you must:


	work for a UK employer that’s been approved by the Home Office
	have a ‘certificate of sponsorship’ from your employer with information about the role you’ve been offered in the UK
	do a job that’s on the list of eligible occupations
	be paid a minimum salary - how much depends on the type of work you do



The specific eligibility depends on your job.



You must have a confirmed job offer before you apply for your visa.




Knowledge of English


You must be able to speak, read, write and understand English. You’ll usually need to prove your knowledge of English when you apply.


If you’re not eligible for a Skilled Worker visa


You may be eligible for another type of visa to work in the UK.


How long you can stay


Your visa can last for up to 5 years before you need to extend it. You’ll need to apply to extend or update your visa when it expires or if you change jobs or employer.


If you want to stay longer in the UK


You can apply to extend your visa as many times as you like as long as you still meet the eligibility requirements.


After 5 years, you may be able to apply to settle permanently in the UK (also known as ‘indefinite leave to remain’). This gives you the right to live, work and study here for as long as you like, and apply for benefits if you’re eligible.


How to apply


You must apply online.


How you apply depends on whether you’re:


	
outside the UK and are coming to the UK
	inside the UK and extending your current visa

	inside the UK and switching from a different visa




If you want to change your job or employer, you must apply to update your visa.


Your partner and children can apply to join you or stay in the UK as your ‘dependants’ if they’re eligible.


How long it takes


You can apply for a visa up to 3 months before the day you are due to start work in the UK. This date is listed on your certificate of sponsorship.


As part of your application, you’ll need to prove your identity and provide your documents.


You may need to allow extra time if you need an appointment to do this. You’ll find out if you need one when you start your application.


Getting a decision


Once you’ve applied online, proved your identity and provided your documents, you’ll usually get a decision on your visa within:


	3 weeks, if you’re outside the UK
	8 weeks, if you’re inside the UK



You may be able to pay to get a faster decision. How you do this depends on whether you’re outside the UK or inside the UK.


How much it costs


You, your partner or children will each need to:


	pay the application fee
	pay the healthcare surcharge for each year of your stay
	prove you have enough personal savings



Check how much money you’ll need.


If you work in public sector healthcare


If you’re a doctor or nurse, or you work in health or adult social care, check if you’re eligible to apply for the Health and Care Worker visa instead. It’s cheaper to apply for and you do not need to pay the annual immigration health surcharge.


What you can and cannot do


With a Skilled Worker visa you can:


	work in an eligible job
	study
	
bring your partner and children with you as your ‘dependants’, if they’re eligible
	
take on additional work in certain circumstances
	do voluntary work
	travel abroad and return to the UK
	apply to settle permanently in the UK (also known as ‘indefinite leave to remain’) if you’ve lived in the UK for 5 years and meet the other eligibility requirements



You cannot:


	apply for most benefits (public funds), or the State Pension
	change jobs or employer unless you apply to update your visa



If your application is successful, you’ll get a full list of what you can and cannot do with a Skilled Worker visa.
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