
   
 

Record of Likely Significant Effect 
 
Regulation 61 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010, 
Statutory Instrument 2010/490 
 
Title: Maintenance dredging at HMNB Devonport 
 
Applicant: Westminster Dredging Company Ltd.    
 
Reference No.:  MLA/2013/00432 
 
Address of applicant: Crompton Way, Segensworth, West Fareham, PO15 5SS 
 
Date: 14 January 2014 
 
Location: HMNB Devonport, Plymouth 
 
European marine sites (EMS), Ramsar and Marine Conservation Zones (MCZ) 
in vicinity of proposed works 
 
The following EMS are located within or in the vicinity of the proposed works 
(approximate distance in brackets): 
 

 Tamar Estuaries complex SPA 

 Plymouth Sound and Estuaries SAC 

 Whitsand and Looe Bay MCZ (0.8km) 
 
Further information regarding these sites and their protected features can be found 
at: 
 
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/UK9010141-Tamar-Estuaries-Complex-
SPA_tcm6-32292.pdf 
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/UK0013111-Plymouth-Sound-and-
Estuaries-SAC_tcm6-31961.pdf 
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6628749109886976?category=1
721481 
 
The conservation objectives of the Tamar Estuaries complex SPA are to: 
 
Avoid the deterioration of the habitats of the qualifying features, and the significant 
disturbance of the qualifying features, ensuring the integrity of the site is maintained 
and the site makes a full contribution to achieving the aims of the Birds Directive.  
 
Subject to natural change, to maintain or restore:  

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/UK9010141-Tamar-Estuaries-Complex-SPA_tcm6-32292.pdf
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/UK9010141-Tamar-Estuaries-Complex-SPA_tcm6-32292.pdf
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/UK0013111-Plymouth-Sound-and-Estuaries-SAC_tcm6-31961.pdf
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/UK0013111-Plymouth-Sound-and-Estuaries-SAC_tcm6-31961.pdf
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6628749109886976?category=1721481
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6628749109886976?category=1721481
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 The extent and distribution of the habitats of the qualifying features;  

 The structure and function of the habitats of the qualifying features;  

 The supporting processes on which the habitats of the qualifying features rely;  

 The populations of the qualifying features;  

 The distribution of the qualifying features within the site.  
 
Qualifying features: 
 

 Little egret (Non-breeding) (Egretta garzetta)  

 Pied avocet (Non-breeding) (Recurvirostra avosetta)  
  
 
The conservation objectives of the Plymouth Sounds and Estuaries SAC are: 
 
Avoid the deterioration of the qualifying natural habitats and the habitats of qualifying 
species, and the significant disturbance of those qualifying species, ensuring the 
integrity of the site is maintained and the site makes a full contribution to achieving 
Favourable Conservation Status of each of the qualifying features.  
 
Subject to natural change, to maintain or restore:  

 The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats and habitats of 
qualifying species;  

 The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying natural 
habitats and habitats of qualifying species;  

 The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats and habitats of 
qualifying species rely;  

 The populations of qualifying species;  

 The distribution of qualifying species within the site.  
 
Qualifying features: 

 Sandbanks which are slightly covered by sea water all the time; Subtidal 
sandbanks  

 Estuaries  

 Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide; Intertidal mudflats 
and sandflats  

 Large shallow inlets and bays  

 Reefs  

 Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae)  

 Allis shad (Alosa alosa) 

 Shore dock (Rumex rupestris) 
 
 
The conservation objectives of the Whitsand and Looe Bay MCZ are: 
 
This MCZ protects eight habitats and their associated species as well as offering 
specific protection to four species of conservation importance. 
 
Qualifying features: 
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The MCZ aims to ‘maintain in favourable condition’ all but two of the qualifying 
features.  The remaining features, the Pink sea-fan and Sea-fan anemone, are 
protected to ‘recover to favourable condition’.   
 

 Intertidal coarse sediment 

 Intertidal sand and muddy sand 

 Subtidal coarse sediment 

 Low energy intertidal rock 

 Moderate energy intertidal rock 

 High energy intertidal rock 

 Seagrass beds 

 Ocean quahog (Arctica islandica) 

 Pink sea-fan (Eunicella verrucosa) 

 Sea-fan anemone (Amphianthus dohrnii) 

 Stalked jellyfish (Haliclystus auricula)  
 
Is this proposal directly connected with or necessary to the management of 
the site for nature conservation? 
 
No 
 
 
Is the proposal likely to have a significant effect ‘alone and/or in combination’ 
on a European, RAMSAR or MCZ site?  
 
This application is for maintenance dredging at HMNB Devonport with disposal at 
Rame Head South.  The identified European sites are located within the proposed 
dredge area and the MCZ is located approximately 0.8km from the disposal site. 
 
Maintenance dredging is required at HMNB Devonport to maintain the operational 
and navigational depths of the approach channel, berths and basins.  A baseline 
document was prepared in August 2010 which established that the dredging 
campaigns are not having an adverse effect on the European sites. As the MCZ has 
been designated since the baseline was published there is no consideration of this 
site, however considering this application is for ongoing maintenance dredging it is 
unlikely that the dredge will negatively impact the MCZ. 
 
An EIA for disposal at Rame Head was conducted in February 2011 and concluded 
that any environmental problems cannot be attributed to disposal activities. In 
addition, the current sample analysis procedure is sufficient to ensure that 
contaminated material is not disposed of to sea. Consequently it is considered that 
the European marine sites would not be significantly affected by the disposal. 
 
The implications of the disposal on the MCZ are not addressed in the review as it 
predates it. However, the report does illustrate that there is limited landward 
movement from the disposal site towards the MCZ. Furthermore, as the disposal site 
has been in place for numerous years it would have been considered as part of the 
MCZ designation process.  
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In conclusion, neither the dredging or disposal activities addressed in this application 
are considered likely to have a significant effect on the nearby European sites, 
Ramsar or MCZs.  
 


