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Reference: BLR 8839A 
  

FALMOUTH CONSTRUCTION, CAPITAL DREDGE AND MAERL MITIGATION SCHEME: 
APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT 

From:  Karema Warr  
 Cefas, Lowestoft Laboratory 

 Date: 8th December 2010 
 Tel: 01502 524339   
 E-mail:  karema.warr@cefas.co.uk  
 
To:  Elaine Young  - MMO  (by e-mail) 
 
Cc:   Andrew Birchenough - Cefas  (by e-mail) 
 
1. With reference to the above document and your e-mail to Karema Warr dated 29th October 

2010. This minute is to provide our response with regards to the Appropriate Assessment for 
the Port of Falmouth Development Initiative construction, dredge disposal and maerl 
mitigation proposals. 

 
Introduction 
2. Natural England have advised that the dredge disposal and maerl mitigation proposals for the 

Falmouth Cruise Terminal Development could have a significant impact on the Conservation 
Objectives (CO) of the Fal and Helford SAC; specifically, on the COs of the designated 
feature; sandbanks which are slightly covered by seawater all the time. 
 

3. Natural England have identified three specific areas of concern regarding the plans; 
• Destruction of the maerl matrix by dredging operations which will destroy the matrix that 

comprises valuable habitat listed as a sub feature of the SAC designation. 
• Predicted rates of sedimentation are large (up to 1m of sediment erosion) and therefore 

likely to reduce any beneficial replacement of maerl and hinder further recovery of the 
sediment matrix. 

• Over optimistic rates of recovery. Natural England believe that the estimated rate of 
recovery in the ES of 2-5 years is over optimistic and subsequent reports (Hall- Spencer 
2009) argue that recovery could take 20-50 years if successful at all. 

 
4. The MMO have concluded that with the dredge disposal and maerl mitigation detailed in the 

Appropriate Assessment, there will be a likely significant effect on the interest features and 
site integrity of the Fal and Helford SAC. 

 
Cefas Position 
5. Cefas considers that the evidence is not there to determine that the works will not have an 

adverse impact on site integrity, and therefore we agree with MMO’s decision under the 
precautionary principle. 

 
Please contact me should you wish to discuss any aspect of this minute. 
 
 
Karema Warr 
Marine Environmental Impact Assessor 


