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Environmental Statement Review Addendum 
 
The Marine Works (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2007, as amended ("the 
Regulations"): 
 
Title: Port of Falmouth Development Initiative (PFDI) 
 
Location: Falmouth Harbour, Cornwall 
 
Operator: Falmouth Harbour Commissioners and  
 
Falmouth Docks and Engineering Company 
 
Address of applicant/operator: The Docks, Falmouth 
Docks, Falmouth, Cornwall, TR11 4NR 
 
Application reference no: 34538/090805 
34539/090805 
34540/090805 
 
 
 
 
March 2014 
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MMO Addendum to Environmental Statement Review on PFDI 
 
Following the completion of the Falmouth Environmental Statement (ES) review, 
Falmouth Harbour Commissioners (FHC) requested that the MMO clarify several 
points from that review.  This addendum sets out the queries raised by FHC and the 
Marine Management Organisation’s (MMO) response to those queries. 
 
1. Section 5.1: “Please provide clarity and context with regard to ‘credible worst case 
scenarios’ in terms of alternative disposal options”. 
Falmouth was directed to a meeting of 15th March 2012 where the applicant, their 
consultants, the Centre for the Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science 
(CEFAS) and the MMO were present.  This issue was discussed directly in that 
meeting.  CEFAS highlighted that the applicant should consider credible worst case 
scenarios to ensure that hydrodynamic modelling takes storm events into 
consideration.  FHC was advised to ensure that where specific scenarios are not 
included in the models, they should justify why this is the case.   
 
2. Section 5.6: “Please provide clarity with the reference to the MMO 
recommendation for ‘bathymetric cross sections”. 
The MMO confirmed that it will require sufficient information to allow us to assess the 
footprint of the whole dredge, including the dredge slope, and the risk of slumping.  
The cross sections need to reflect the sections of the dredge area where the nature 
of the substrate may lead to differing dredging methods and slope height.  
 
3. Section 5.3.2: “The MMO recommends applicant investigations into a ‘zonal 
approach’.  Please provider further clarity and definition with respect of this 
recommended approach.  An example of where this approach has been applied 
previously within the dredging sector as well as the evidence which led to the MMO 
proposing this approach would be appreciated”.  
The MMO confirmed that the purpose of the zonal approach to disposal is to limit the 
potential impacts of increased concentrations of suspended sediment reaching 
nearby fishing grounds, and also to ensure that material is evenly spread throughout 
the disposal site. This method was recommended in relation to a marine license 
application for works to be carried out by ABP Southampton.  Reference to zonal 
disposal can be found in the MMO EIA consent decision on the following webpage: 
http://www.marinemanagement.org.uk/licensing/public_register/cases/sacd.htm 
 
4. Section 5.8: “Although consultee comments are included in the MMO’s PFDI ES 
review..., your e-mail did not include the consultation comments from IFCA and 
fishermen to which section 5.8. in the ES review relates”. 
The MMO confirmed that reference to fisheries matters in the ES Review was based 
on the original consultation, copies of which are available on the ‘selected cases’ 
page here:  
 
http://www.marinemanagement.org.uk/licensing/public_register/cases/falmouth.htm 
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