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Date: 10 February 2014 
Our ref:  105344 
Your ref: MLA/2013/00432 
 

 
Siobhan Sherry 
Marine Management Organisation 
Lancaster House 
Hampshire Court 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE4 7YH 

 
 

Marine Lead Adviser 
 
Natural England 
Level 4 
Pydar House 
Pydar Street 
Truro 
Cornwall 
TR1 1XU 

Dear Siobhan, 
 
MLA/2013/00432 Maintenance Dredging at HMNB Devonport 
 
Thank you for consulting Natural England in relation to the application for the maintenance dredging 
at HMNB Devonport and the associated disposal of dredged material at the Rame Head South Marine 
Disposal Site. The consultation was received by Natural England on 26 November 2013.  
 
In our response dated 17th January 2014, Natural England advised that, where possible, dredging of 
sites within the confines of the main channel in the Tamar estuary be phased to avoid February and 
March, as this would coincide with critical periods for the smelt population.  Natural England has 
undertaken additional dialogue with the applicants and have gained a better understanding 
regarding the dredging methods and timings.   
 
The following therefore constitutes a clarification to Natural England’s formal statutory response 
relating solely to the dredging activities and impact on Smelt (Osmerus eperlanus). 
 
Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 Part 4, s.69 (1) – Clarification of Previous Advice 
 
We recognise the need for the dredging operations to proceed as described in the Baseline 
Document and the commitment of the applicant to update this prior to the next licence application, 
particularly in relation to the MCZ features. Natural England and the applicants are investigating 
opportunities to increase our understanding of the Smelt population and possible impact pathways, 
which can be incorporated into the baseline document for the site and to inform future advice and 
operations. 
 
Based on our current understanding, we advise that best practice would be to, where possible, avoid 
in-channel (i.e. the estuary channel, beyond 50m from the wharves) dredging in confined parts of the 
estuary during critical periods (February and March) for the smelt population. However we 
acknowledge that some work in this area may be necessary during this period.    
 
Natural England understands that the dredging method by its nature is intermittent, with a barge 
taking 1 – 1.5 hours to fill, and then transiting for disposal.  This equates to a maximum of 4 – 6 hours 
of dredging per day.  We believe that due to the intermittent nature of the works and their limited 
duration that a barrier to migration of Smelt is unlikely.  
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From our current understanding we therefore believe that this proposal is unlikely to hinder the 
conservation objective for Smelt.  
 
Future advice provided by Natural England may be subject to change as our understanding of the use 
of the estuary by species of interest, particularly Smelt, increases. 
 
I hope this letter provides the information you require. Please contact me if you would like further 
clarification or to discuss any aspect of the above. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Marine Lead Adviser 
Cornwall & Isles of Scilly Regional Seas Team 
Natural England 
 

 
 




