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	Consultation response form
Consultation closing date: 11 January 2016
Your comments must reach us by that date

	Out-of-school education settings: registration and inspection 


If you would prefer to respond online to this consultation please use the following link: https://www.education.gov.uk/consultations
This call for evidence follows the announcement to introduce a new system for registering and inspecting out-of-school education settings providing intensive tuition, training or instruction to children. The proposed system is intended to avoid imposing unnecessary burdens on the great number of such settings which are positively enhancing children’s education. It would, however, enable action to be taken where settings fail to safeguard and promote the welfare of children.  

We are inviting education providers, local authorities, and interested parties including parents and children, to help broaden our evidence base on out-of-school education settings.

Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, may be subject to publication or disclosure in accordance with the access to information regimes, primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 1998.

If you want all, or any part, of your response to be treated as confidential, please explain why you consider it to be confidential.

If a request for disclosure of the information you have provided is received, your explanation about why you consider it to be confidential will be taken into account, but no assurance can be given that confidentiality can be maintained. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Department.

The Department will process your personal data (name and address and any other identifying material) in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, and in the majority of circumstances, this will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to third parties.
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	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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Reason for confidentiality: 
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	Name:
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Please tick if you are responding on behalf of your organisation.
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Name of Organisation (if applicable):
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Address:




If your enquiry is related to the DfE e-consultation website or the consultation process in general, you can contact the Ministerial and Public Communications Division by email: consultation.unit@education.gsi.gov.uk or by telephone: 0370 000 2288 or via the department's 'Contact Us' page.

We welcome responses from anyone wishing to offer their views, however, we appreciate some of the questions may be more relevant than others to certain respondents. If that is the case, please do not feel you have to answer all of the questions that follow. 
 

1. Please select the item from the list below that best describes you and your interest in this call for evidence?
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	Local authority
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	Out-of-school setting
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	Parent
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	Child/young person
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	Faith group
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	Community group

	[image: image13.png]




	Accreditation or support organisation for out-of-school settings
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	Inspectorate
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	School or college
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	Registered childcare provider
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	Other
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	Please Specify:



	


2. What local authority area do you live in (respondent)?

	[image: image19.png]



	Comments:



	


3. What local authority area(s) do the providers you know about operate in?
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	Comments:



	


Characteristics
When answering questions under this heading:
· If you are responding to the consultation in respect of a particular out-of-school setting, e.g. the setting your child attends or the setting in which you work, please answer all questions, except questions 6-8.
· If you are responding with information concerning a number and type of setting across a particular area, please answer all questions, except questions 1-5.
 

 

1 What type(s) of setting are you providing information about? Please select one or more from the following list and provide details in the box below:
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	Religious setting
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	Extra-curricular activities (e.g. music, sport or art)
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	Academic tuition in core curriculum subjects
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	Cultural
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	Language
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	Other
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	Comments:



	


2 How many hours do individual children attend the setting for each week? Please provide a number of hours or state “do not know”.
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	Comments:



	


3 How many children receive instruction at this setting and how many staff work in this setting?
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	Comments:



	


4 What is the nature of the premises at which tuition, training or instruction is provided?
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	Comments:



	


5 What subjects are taught in this setting?
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	Comments:



	


6 How many out-of-school settings do you know about in this area? Please state a number or "do not know". Can you tell us whether there are likely to be many more out-of-school settings in this area?
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	Comments:



	


7 What types of settings do you know about? Please choose from the following list. If your information covers a mixture of settings, please choose all applicable types and provide comments in the box below:
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	Religious setting
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	Extra-curricular activities (e.g. music, sport or art)
	[image: image35.png]




	Academic tuition incore curriculum subjects
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	Cultural
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	Language
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	Other
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	Comments:



	


8  What proportion of settings provide tuition, training or instruction for individual children who attend for more than: (a) 2 hours; (b) 4 hours; (c) 6 hours; (d) 8 hours; and (e) 10 hours per week?
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	Comments:



	


9 How many staff, on average, work in these settings?
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	Comments:



	


10 How many children, on average, attend these settings?
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	Comments:



	


11 Which settings that you are aware of subscribe to voluntary accreditation schemes with regard to curriculum development and/or safeguarding children? Please provide details of the schemes.
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	Comments:



	


12 Please give details of any positive benefits that you think out-of-school settings provide for children and the local community, including any case studies.
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	Comments:



	


13 Do you have any concerns about any of the settings you know about? These might be general or specific and in relation to safeguarding, extremism, physical punishment or suitability of premises. Please provide as much detail as possible.
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	Yes
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	No
	[image: image47.png]




	Don't Know
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	Comments:



	


14 We are keen to understand more about what advice and assistance is available to out-of-school settings and what additional support would be welcome. Please provide as much detail as possible.
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	Comments:



	


Thresholds
15 Do you agree that intensive education is where a child attends a setting for more than between 6 to 8 hours per week? Please provide details of whether further reference should be made to the frequency of that attendance (e.g. number of times during a week or number of weeks over a year etc.), including views on how to ensure settings do not simply amend their provision to evade regulation
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	Yes
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	No
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	Don't Know
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	Comments:



	


16 Do you agree that private providers of alternative provision catering exclusively for children who have been referred to them by local authorities and/or schools should be exempt from the requirement to register? We welcome views on whether it would be appropriate to exclude any other providers with reference to any of their defining characteristic, for example their educational offer, physical premises, affiliations with professional bodies, etc.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Don't Know
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	Comments:



	


Inspection and registration
17 Do you agree that settings meeting the proposed threshold should be required to register with their local authority? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Don't Know
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	Comments:



	


18 Do you agree that, when registering, settings should provide details about the proprietor, location(s), education offer and numbers of children? Please provide details of any further information that settings should provide.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Don't Know
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	Comments:



	


19 Do you agree that settings required to register should be eligible for investigation and possible intervention where concerns arise? Please provide comments.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Don't Know
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	Comments:



	


20 Do you agree that Ofsted should be able to investigate concerns that arise in out-of-school settings that meet the proposed threshold for registration?  Please provide comments.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Don't Know
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	Comments:



	


21 What impact do you think the proposed system for registration and inspection will have on out-of-school settings? Please provide as much detail as possible.
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	Comments:



	


Prohibited Activities
22 a) Do you agree that the prohibited activities should focus on the failure of out-of-school settings to adequately ensure the safety of the children in their care, as set out in paragraph 3.19?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Don't Know
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	Comments:



	


22 b) Do you agree that the prohibited activities should focus on the appointment of unsuitable staff, as set out in paragraph 3.19?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Don't Know
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	Comments:



	


22 c) Do you agree that the prohibited activities should focus on accommodating children in unsafe premises, as set out in paragraph 3.19?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Don't Know
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	Comments:



	


22 d) Do you agree that the prohibited activities should focus on undesirable teaching, including teaching which undermines or is incompatible with fundamental British values, or which promotes extremist views, as set out in paragraph 3.19?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Don't Know
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	Comments:



	


22 e) Do you agree that the prohibited activities should focus on corporal punishment, as set out in paragraph 3.19?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Don't Know
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	Comments:



	


23 Are there additional activities that should be prohibited?
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	Comments:



	


Sanctions
24 We welcome views on the proposed sanctions and which body/bodies should have powers to act.
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	Comments:



	


25 Are there any particular groups or people for who the impact of these proposals will be significant?  If so, how might these proposals be mitigated or amended in your view to better reflect our duty under section 149 of the Equality Act 2010 to have regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, harassment, and victimisation, to advance equality of opportunity, and to foster good relations between different groups?

	[image: image97.png]



	Comments:



	


26 The Department for Education may contact you either to discuss the evidence you have provided or to seek your further views. Are you happy for us to do so?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.
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	Please acknowledge this reply.
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Email address for acknowledgement:




Here at the Department for Education we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, please confirm below if you would be willing to be contacted again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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	Yes
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	No 


All DfE public consultations are required to meet the Cabinet Office Principles on Consultation
The key Consultation Principles are:

· departments will follow a range of timescales rather than defaulting to a 12-week period, particularly where extensive engagement has occurred before

· departments will need to give more thought to how they engage with and use real discussion with affected parties and experts as well as the expertise of civil service learning to make well informed decisions 

· departments should explain what responses they have received and how these have been used in formulating policy

· consultation should be ‘digital by default’, but other forms should be used where these are needed to reach the groups affected by a policy

· the principles of the Compact between government and the voluntary and community sector will continue to be respected.

If you have any comments on how DfE consultations are conducted, please email: consultation.unit@education.gsi.gov.uk.
Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed responses should be sent to the address shown below by 11 January 2016.
Send by post to:  Call for evidence: Out-of-school settings, Department for Education, Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London, SW1P 3BT  
Send by e-mail to: Outofschoolsettings.REVIEW@education.gsi.gov.uk
