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	The Department of Health has published short guidance to help care professionals make good data sharing decisions.  The intention is to remind frontline workers that there is a duty to share information between health and care professionals for the purposes of giving people good, safe, seamless care.  

This guidance is to make sure that care professionals understand when they should share information and how to do it safely, and where to turn when in doubt. It is about protecting confidentiality whilst making sure people get the best care and don't fall in cracks between different services.  

The Department with the IGA Alliance is seeking feedback from frontline staff and others on how the document can be improved to make it even more useful to those making decisions about sharing information to support the care of individuals.
We welcome feedback on the guidance until 31 January 2015.


	Question 1: Think about how you make decisions to share information about individual patients or service users with others who are giving care to that person.

Do you understand this document?



	· Yes

· No – please explain what is unclear:



	Question 2: This document is designed to be used when frontline staff are making decisions about whether to share information about a person with someone else who is giving care to that person.

It reminds staff that they should take into account the person’s preferences, the need to share and the obligation of confidentiality in making decisions about what, if anything, to share.

What problems do you have when trying to make decisions about this sort of information sharing?

	· I don’t make these sort of decisions

· I don’t have any problems making these decisions

· I do have problems making these decisions (specify):



	Question 3: Thinking about this document, please answer the following questions with 1 being “not at all” and 4 being “completely”




	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Does this document provide clear and accessible guidance on information sharing?
	
	
	
	

	Does this document explain how to make decisions about sharing information?
	
	
	
	

	Does this document give you help or support to make these decisions?
	
	
	
	

	Does this document make it easier to make these sharing decisions?
	
	
	
	


	Question 4: How could the document be improved to make it more helpful?



	     



	Question 5: What suggestions do you have for getting this document used widely?



	     



	Question 6: Do you know of any examples where data sharing is happening successfully?



	     



	Question 7: We think that the advice in this leaflet has no impact on work on equality issues or on work to reduce health inequalities.  Do you have any comments on this?




	Question 8: Do you have any other comments?




	Question 9: Do you make decisions about sharing information?

· I am a patient or a user of care and support services

· I make decisions about whether to share people’s personal information as part of my work

· I give advice to those making such decisions

· I am responsible for policies and processes relating to information sharing in my organisation

· None of the above (please specify):



	Question 10: Where do you work?

· I am answering this questionnaire as a member of the public

· Specify organisation

· I prefer not to say




Please send this completed form to iga@nhs.net 

The closing date is Friday 31 January 2015.
