
 
 

 

Notice to Importers 2941 issued on 31 December 2020 by Import Controls 
policy and licencing team, Department for International Trade. 

This notice explains the UK controls on the import of anti-personnel mines.  

 
Imports of Anti-Personnel mines 
 

1. The Landmines Act 1998 banned the import of anti-personnel mines and components, except 
in limited circumstances. This ban was introduced to comply with the UK’s obligations under 
the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-
Personnel Mines and on their Destruction (also known as the Ottawa Convention). The UK’s 
Open General Import Licence controls the import of anti-personnel mines and their component 
parts. This import ban remained in force when the UK left the EU. 
 
Definitions 
 

2. An anti-personnel mine is a landmine which: 
 

a. is designed to be detonated by the presence, proximity or contact of an individual; and 
 

b. is capable of incapacitating, injuring or killing an individual 
 

3. A component of an anti-personnel mine is anything designed or adapted to form part of an 
anti-personnel mine.  
 

4. Landmines designed to be detonated by the presence, proximity or contact of a vehicle, 
including landmines equipped with anti-handling devices, are not included within the definition 
of anti-personnel landmines 

 
Permitted Conduct 
 

5. The importation of anti-personnel mines or any of its components is permitted if it is done with the 
intention that it will be used only for the following purposes: 

 
(a) the development of techniques of mine detection, mine clearance or mine destruction; 
(b) training in techniques of mine detection, mine clearance or mine destruction; and 
(c) the purposes of any proceedings under the Landmines Act 1998 or of any criminal 
investigation or other criminal proceedings in which the object in question is or may be 
evidence. 

 
You must have valid authority from the Secretary of State for Defence to import them for these 
purposes.  

 
6. The importation of anti-personnel mines or any of its components is also permitted if the purpose 

is to enable or secure its destruction. 
 

 
 

7. You must keep to the conditions set out in that authority. The movement of anti-personnel 
landmines or their components from the port to their final destination is also covered by the 
provisions of the Landmines Act 1998 and must be carried out by suitably authorised persons. 
You must also comply with the Explosives Regulations 2014 (Contact Health and Safety 
Executive for further advice).  
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Applying for an import licence 

8. You can apply for an import licence at www.ilb.trade.gov.uk. You will need to register before 
you can apply for an import licence. Guidance on registration is available at 
www.ilb.trade.gov.uk. Import licences are issued with a validity period of six months from the 
date of issue or up to the expiry date of your domestic authority regarding the mines and 
their components, whichever is earlier. 

 
9. Enquiries: enquiries.ilb@trade.gov.uk 
 
This document is for information purposes only and has no force in law. Please note that where legal 
advice is required, importers should make their own arrangements. 
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