
Annex A         our ref : IA/00186/12 
 
How many people in the UK over the last five years up to 8 March 2012 have failed 
their car theory and practical tests more than 15 times? How many times it took 
each candidate?  Whether they were male or female? Whereabouts in the country 
their test was taken? 
 
At Annex B, you can find the number of people in Great Britain that have taken their car 
theory test more than 15 times between 9 March 2007 and 8 March 2012.  We have also 
provided you with information on the number of attempts taken by each candidate, their 
gender and where they took their last test. 
 
At Annex C, you can find the number of people in Great Britain that have taken their car 
practical test more than 15 times between 9 March 2007 and 8 March 2012.  We have also 
provided you with information on the number of attempts taken by each candidate, their 
gender, their result and where they took their last test. 
 
We have, however, had to withhold information on some of the test centres in which a 
candidate’s last attempt at the theory or practical test was taken. This is because to 
provide the information could lead to the identification of an individual if released.  We 
have labelled this as ‘other’ in Annexes B and C.  If an individual could be identified, this 
information would be classed as personal data and as such is exempt under section 40(2) 
(personal data) of FoIA. A copy of this exemption in full is attached at Annex D. 
 
Please also note: 
 

 the information provided for the theory test is based on candidates’ most recent 
failed attempts being taken between 9 March 2007 and 8 March 2012.  Previous 
attempts may have been taken before 9 March 2007.   

 
 the information provided for the practical test is based on candidates’ attempts 

between 9 March 2007 and 8 March 2012.  It doesn’t take into account attempts 
taken before that date range.   

 
 that we are only responsible for the theory and practical test in Great Britain.  The 

Driver and Vehicle Agency (DVA) is responsible for theory and practical tests in 
Northern Ireland.  You can find contact details for the DVA on their website at 
http://www.dvlni.gov.uk/Freedom%20of%20Information/FOI_form.aspx 

 
 
The information supplied to you continues to be protected by copyright. You are 
free to use it for your own purposes, including for private study and non-
commercial research, and for any other purpose authorised by an exception in 
current copyright law. Documents (except photographs) can be also used in the UK 
without requiring permission for the purposes of news reporting. Any other re-use, 
for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the copyright 
holder.  
 
Most documents supplied by the Driving Standards Agency will be protected by 
Crown Copyright. Most Crown copyright information can be re-used under the Open 
Government Licence (http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-
licence/). For information about the OGL and about re-using Crown Copyright 



information please see The National Archives website -
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/uk-gov-licensing-
framework.htm .  
 
Copyright in other documents may rest with a third party. For information about 
obtaining permission from a third party see the Intellectual Property Office’s 
website at www.ipo.gov.uk. 
 
 
 
 


