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Helene Reardon-Bond
I am delighted to introduce the fourth newsletter from the Government Equalities Office (GEO) providing information on the United Nation’s Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) 55th Session for UK non-Governmental organisations (NGOs). Following the immensely positive feedback received, we will send a final post CSW e-newsletter out to you in the coming weeks.

UK Delegation Diary – Week 2
Monday 28th
We attended the EU co-ordination morning meeting and following that, engaged in informal discussions on the Agreed Conclusions.
Tuesday 1st
We attended the panel on Maternal Mortality and Morbidity which was very interesting and well attended. The panel was chaired by the Executive Director of UN Women, Michelle Bachelet. The discussion was an opportunity to assess progress in addressing maternal mortality, identifying good practices and successful interventions. 
The event was also an opportunity to bring further the implementation of the Secretary-General’s Global Strategy for women’s and children’s health which the UK has strongly supported. The World Health Organisation (WHO), United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and The Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation (GAVI Alliance) were members of the panel. They shared practices and lessons learned. A recurrent topic mentioned by all panellists was the access for women to sexual and reproductive services and to vaccines. 
Wednesday 2nd
We were busy all day and late into the evening taking a leading role in supporting the EU negotiator on the draft of the Agreed Conclusions and resolutions. Negotiations on: the Women, the girl child and HIV/ AIDS resolution concluded.

Thursday 3rd
The final phases of negotiations are underway and continued well into the early hours of Friday morning. The Gender and Climate Change resolution is expected to be adopted on Friday.

Agreed Conclusions - Update
Negotiations on the Agreed Conclusions started in earnest on Monday. Throughout the week negotiations have been particularly challenging due to the volume of suggested amendments and additions submitted by numerous countries. 

On Wednesday we reached out to colleagues from other regional groups, mostly moderate countries to progress negotiations as a number of countries wished to backtrack from previously agreed language and text from past CSW meetings and the Beijing Platform for Action (BPfA). However, The UK, other EU Member States and other countries have been working together to ensure that the final Agreed Conclusions will reflect language which progress gender equality.
Negotiations on the agreed conclusions are expected to continue into the weekend. 


The Draft Agreed Conclusions
 are available. We will circulate the final Agreed Conclusions when it becomes available.
Resolutions - Update
Gender Equality and Climate Change 
As negotiations continue into week two, the UK is keeping an eye on a few areas of the text, but our concerns have been addressed and overall it is looking like a good and forward moving resolution. There have been attempts to keep the resolution as generic as possible; however, there has been push back from the rest of the negotiators, including USA, Canada, EU, Group of Latin American and Caribbean Countries (GRULAC).   
The text has changed considerably since the first draft (issued in week one) with text being added, deleted and re-inserted.   The process started fairly straightforward. However, on Thursday, negotiations became particularly challenging where there were attempts made by some countries to weaken the text or change the focus from climate change to environment. This resolution is expected to be adopted on the final day of CSW. 
We will circulate the final text once it becomes available.

Women, the girl child and HIV/ AIDS
Namibia presented the resolution on behalf of the South African Development Group (SADC). The text is based upon agreed language from last year and the facilitator did not open it up for negotiations. Namibia’s intention is to keep the text technical and to include only a short update on the upcoming conference on HIV/AIDS that will take place in June 2011 at the UN Headquarters in New York.
Namibia also sought to introduce some language restricting applications of the BPfA. However, the UK and other EU members objected to this in the EU co-ordination meeting and pushed to remove the limitations to BPfA.
Negotiations on this resolution concluded on Wednesday. The EU, supported by others managed to delete the restrictions to the application of BPfA. The UK co-sponsored the text, which all agreed is very good. This consensus gives more impetus to the negotiations to prepare for the HIV/AIDS conference in June.

We will circulate the resolution once it has been officially adopted and made available.

Looking Ahead…. 
As the 55th Session of CSW draws to a close we can reflect on some of the many highlights including the official launch of UN Women and the remarkable work they have done in servicing this year’s CSW. Not forgetting the invaluable support from our colleagues at the UK Mission and the strong contingent of UK NGO delegates.
We were pleased to see so many UK NGOs represented at CSW this year and hope to continue an ongoing dialogue on these important issues with you. In my first e-newsletter I outlined UK Ministers continued commitment to a strong and productive relationship with UK NGOs not only on domestic issues, but also on international issues. We are keen to hear your views on how we can further strengthen engagement in this area so please check the Government Equalities Office  website if you would like to take part in the Strengthening Women’s Voices in Government consultation.

Taking on board the immensely positive feedback received on these weekly e-newsletters, we will publish a fifth edition in the coming weeks which will include the outcomes (Agreed Conclusions and Resolutions) on the 55th session, any post CSW follow-up activities agreed by Ministers and not forgetting some memorable photos! Do send us yours if you would like them included in the newsletter.
Later in the year we will begin preparations for the 56th Session of CSW in 2012 which will focus on:

Priority Theme:  “The empowerment of rural women and their role in poverty and hunger eradication, development and current challenges” and; 
Review Theme:  “Financing gender equality and the empowerment of women”
Please continue to keep in touch on CSW related issues via the following mailbox: csw@geo.gsi.gov.uk. This will be checked intermittently following CSW.
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UN Women

The NGO Committee on the Status of Women, NY
Government Equalities Office
UN Women UK
National Alliance of Women’s Organisations (NAWO)
UK Resource Centre for Science, Engineering and Technology (UKRC SET)
CSW55 documentation including 
NGO written statements 


Background Information
For those of you that have not attended before, CSW is a functional commission of the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), dedicated exclusively to gender equality and advancement of women. It is the principal global policy-making body. Every year, representatives of UN Member States gather at United Nations Headquarters in New York to evaluate progress on gender equality, identify challenges, set global standards and formulate concrete policies to promote gender equality and advancement of women worldwide.

The themes this year were: 

Priority Theme:

       “Access and participation of women and girls to education, training, science and technology, including for the promotion of women’s equal access to full employment and decent work”

Please see the UK National Statement on the Priority Theme here. 
Review Theme: 


“The elimination of all forms of discrimination and violence against the girl child” 

Please see the UK National Statement on the Review Theme here.
Emerging Issue:


“Gender equality and sustainable development”
UN Commission on the Status of 
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No 4 March 2011 from Helene Reardon Bond, Head of UK Women’s National Machinery 
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