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Sport Participation Measurement: Consultation Survey
INTRODUCTION   
DCMS and Sport England intend to change the way sport is measured by bringing together the Taking Part and Active People surveys. We would welcome your input into this short survey, to hear your views on the changes we are proposing to make and any concerns you have.
The survey should take you no longer than 10 minutes to complete, and you can skip any questions that are not relevant. You can use the back button (at the bottom of the page) to go back to questions if you need to.  The survey will close at midnight on 8th August 2012. 
If you wish your responses to be confidential you will have the option to specify this at the end of the survey.
If you have any questions relating to the survey, please contact Andrew Spiers (Sport England) on 0207 273 1872 or Tom Knight (DCMS) on 0207 211 6021.
REASONS FOR CHANGE
We are proposing bringing together the Taking Part and Active People surveys to produce a single set of sport results (described further on the next page) and this change is aimed at delivering the following benefits:     
· The right measurement to support the new youth and community strategy;  
· Underpinning performance management of Sport England investment into sport National Governing Bodies and aligning with Payment by Results principles;  
· A single survey of sports participation, instead of the two we have currently;  
· Improved value for public money; and
· Data collection that provides wider coverage of the population.

Our measurement will also continue to support the public health outcomes framework and local authority level data.     
However, we also recognise it is important to retain consistency with measurement already in place.
In the section below you can provide your views on the priorities for the things we measure, our technical approach and the outputs from the survey.
1. Measurement priorities
	
	1 - Essential
	2 - Important
	3 - Nice to have
	4 - Lower priority
	5 - Not important
	N/A - Not relevant to me

	Measure participation in sport from age 14 onwards
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Track changes in participation levels for the sports with the highest number of people participating*
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Measure participation in sport and physical activity at local authority level
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Measure the impact on sports participation of the London 2012 Olympics and Paralympics
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Measure participation in sport and physical activity at a national and regional level
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 


[image: image1.jpg]Other measurement priorities (please state along with the priorities' importance)
* Our aim is to continue to measure as many sports as possible. The current top 30 sports are detailed in the ‘Once a week participation rates by sport’ document available at http://www.sportengland.org/research/active_people_survey/active_people_survey_51.aspx 
2. Technical priorities
	
	1 - Essential
	2 - Important
	3 - Nice to have
	4 - Lower priority
	5 - Not important
	N/A - Not relevant to me

	Retain consistency with previous results
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Reduce the proportion of landline telephone interviews
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Have a single measure of sports participation
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Increase the proportion of face to face interviews
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Widen data collection to other modes including online and / or mobile
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 


Other technical priorities (please state along with the priorities' importance)
3. Priorities for our outputs
	
	1 - Essential
	2 - Important
	3 - Nice to have
	4 - Lower priority
	5 - Not important
	N/A - Not relevant to me

	Results which show sport and culture analysis together
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Sport data published in same way as currently on Sport England and DCMS websites (e.g. press releases, reports and Excel spreadsheets)
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Online data manipulation tools: Active People Diagnostic, NetQuest
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Interpretation tools: Local Sports Profiles, Sports Packs, Market Segmentation, CASE (culture and sport evidence)
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Anonymised respondent level data (e.g. SPSS file)
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 


Other priorities for outputs (please state along with the priorities' importance)
CHANGES PROPOSED
The proposed changes are:     
· A single survey for measuring sport (rather than two surveys);
· Minor changes to the sports questions within Taking Part and Active People to harmonise them;
· A single set of sport results;
· Integrating the face to face and landline telephone data collection methods of Taking Part and Active People;

· A total sample size (160,000 interviews) of sufficient scale for local measurement of sports participation data;

· Extend data collection to ask 14 and 15 year olds the same sports questions as adults; and

· A research project into digital means of data collection (online and mobile phone), with a view to integrating results over time. 
Before continuing, please ensure you have read the enclosed consultation guidance document. This document provides full details of the preferred option, the other options considered and our reasons for not recommending these.
Please note we do not intend to make any changes to the cross cultural data collected through Taking Part.
You can provide your views below on these proposed changes.
*1. Are you supportive, or not, of our proposed changes?
· Yes, completely supportive
· Yes, broadly supportive
· No, not wholly supportive
· No, I completely disagree

2. Please use this box to provide further comments, for example:      
· Why are you supportive or not?     
· How do you think these proposed changes will impact on the data you use?     
· Have you any particular concerns about the changes we are proposing?     
· Do you think the changes will benefit you in any way? If so, how?


During our work we identified a number of options which would be feasible for the budget available. The table below shows our preferred option and the other options which we rejected:
	Sample size and data collection method
	Advantages         
	Disadvantages               

	Preferred Option 

A single survey of 160,000 interviews:                  

· 30,000 face to face interviews (10,000 of which are asked cross cultural questions)            

· 130,000 landline telephone interviews               

In addition, a research project into digital means of data collection will be carried out, with the aim of integrating results into the overall survey (subject to pilot results)         
	Large enough sample for performance managing sports and providing data at a local authority level (at least c500 interviews per local authority, as currently)         

An effective balance of face to face and landline interviews

Sufficient face to face interviews with which to calibrate landline telephone interviews and provide improved coverage

Cross cultural data (i.e. data spanning the arts, heritage and sport) is unaffected          
	It takes longer for this option to become cost neutral

Potential challenges in integrating online and mobile data into survey results          

More complex               


	Option 2          

A single survey of 72,000 interviews:                  

· 36,000 face to face interviews (10,000 of which are asked cross cultural questions)

· 36,000 landline telephone interviews         
	A higher proportion of face to face interviews providing higher quality data          

Cross cultural data is unaffected     
	Sample size is not large enough to meet local authority level and sport specific reporting requirements (without reliance on modelling which will not directly capture the effect of local interventions)          

	Option 3          

A wholly face to face survey of around 40,000 interviews         
	Face to face interviews provide higher quality data          

Simplest approach to data collection          

Cross cultural data is unaffected         
	Sample size is not large enough to meet local authority level and sport specific reporting requirements (without reliance on modelling which will not directly capture the effect of local interventions)          


	Sample size and data collection method
	Advantages         
	Disadvantages               

	Option 4          

Taking sport out of Taking Part and measuring sports participation using only the Active People survey         
	Single measure of sports participation data
	Cross cultural data (i.e. data spanning the arts, heritage and sport) is lost and it would no longer be possible to analyse reasons for change together          

Cost of measurement across sport and culture sector would increase considerably               


	Option 6          

Continuing the surveys as they are, but with results integrated
	Cross cultural data is unaffected         
	Questionnaire differences would remain and make the production of one set of integrated results problematic          

There would be a duplication of effort in terms of survey management


3. If you are not supportive of our preferred option, please use the box below to tell us which option you do prefer and your reasons for choosing this option.     
If you do not agree with any of the options, please use the box to say this, explaining why and detailing any alternative suggestions you have.

4. Please provide any other comments you have on the options.

RESULTS
1. Which results do you currently use and how often?
	
	At least once a month
	At least once every three months
	At least once a year
	Less frequently / Never

	Taking Part
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Active People
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 


2. What do you currently use the data for?
· Performance management (indicators/targets)
· Benchmarking

· Policy making
· Research
· Strategy and planning
· Delivery
· Briefing/Media
· Provide context
· My own interest
· Advocacy

· Comparing different sporting and cultural activities
· Other (please specify) ____________________
3. How often would you like the new sports results to be published?
· Quarterly
· Every 6 months
· Annually
· Other (please specify) ____________________
4. Please provide any other comments you have about the reporting of the results or about sport participation measurement generally:

ABOUT YOU
*1. What type of organisation do you represent?
· Academic
· Charity
· Commercial provider
· County Sports Partnership
· Education
· Government Department
· Health agency
· Individual / member of the public
· Leisure trust
· Local Authority
· Media
· Research agency / Consultancy
· Sport National Governing Body
· Sport England National Partner
· Sports club
· Other public sector

· Other national organisation

· Other (please specify) ____________________
2. It helps us if you provide your name, organisation and contact details in case we need to follow up with you on any of the points you’ve raised in this survey. If you’d prefer not to provide your details, then you can skip this question.
Name:
Organisation:
Email:
3. Please tick the box below if you wish for your answers to remain confidential.
· I want my answers to remain confidential
· I am happy for you to share my answers with others (providing you anonymise them)
· I am happy for you to share my answers and my name with others
Thank you for taking part in this consultation, which will help to shape the development of DCMS and Sport England's sport participation measurement approach.
Please return your completed survey to:
Sport Participation Measurement Consultation
Evidence and Analysis Unit, DCMS
1st Floor, 2-4 Cockspur Street
London, SW1Y 5DH
