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GUIDANCE ON OPRED(BEIS) OPPC REGULATORY 
NON-COMPLIANCE NOTIFICATION FORM

Regulations:

Regulation 3(1) of the Offshore Petroleum Activities (Oil Pollution Prevention and Control) Regulations 2005 (OPPC) as amended states “…no oil shall be discharged save in accordance with the terms of, and conditions attached to, a permit”. 

Regulation 11(A)(2) requires a person who discharges oil to provide the Secretary of State with information on any incident resulting in a discharge of oil save in accordance with the terms of or conditions attached to the permit.

A discharge is defined by the relevant regulations as an intentional emission of oil from an offshore installation.  A release is defined as any emission other than by way of a discharge.  

· This (OPRED)BEIS OPPC Regulatory Non-Compliance Notification Form provides direction on how to  report any discharge made without a permit being granted or any identified non-compliances against the terms and conditions included in a previously granted OPPC Permit. 
The form should be completed and sent to bst @beis.gov.uk
· The only exception to this is any discharge that is done as a matter of urgency for the purpose of securing the safety of any person - under these circumstances relevant authorities must be notified using the OPRED(BEIS) Petroleum Operations Notice (PON1) , and in accordance with the PON1 Guidance (https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/720485/pon-01-fax-guidance.doc ).  
(
The regulatory non-compliance notification form must not be used for reporting any release of oil to sea. Oil releases must be reported in accordance with the (OPRED)BEIS Petroleum Operations Notice (PON1) form and guidance (https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/720485/pon-01-fax-guidance.doc ). 
  
Where a release has been made and reported via a PON1, any further release or un-permitted discharge of oil from the same release point must continue to be reported by updating the original PON1.  These PON1 updates are required regardless of whether the release or un-permitted discharge is continuous or intermittent, and must be continued until such time as a repair or remedy has been effected and the release or un-permitted discharge is permanently stopped.  

(
The form must not be used as a means of applying for any routine variation to an existing permit.  Variations should be applied for in accordance with OPRED(BEIS) OPPC Guidance Notes (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/oil-and-gas-offshore-environmental-legislation#the-offshore-petroleum-activities-oil-pollution-prevention-and-control-regulations-2005-as-amended)

Guidance on Non-Compliance Notification Form Fields:

· Identity of Reporter: Contact details of person and company reporting must be provided.
· Permit/Installation Details: Full OPRED(BEIS) Permit number can be found on the OPPC permit (if applicable); details of permit holder/operator, installation name and field name associated with the non-compliance must be included.  

· Permit Schedule Name/Condition Number (if applicable):  Each oil discharge permit will contain a schedule, or schedules, detailing the conditions that are relevant to a particular discharge stream. Conditions are numbered within the permit.  Details of the specific permit schedule and condition number that is out of compliance should be included within this field.

· Date non-compliance identified: This is the date that the non-compliance was first identified.  If this date differs from the date that the non-compliance event took place then further details should be included within the ‘details of non-compliance’ section.  

· Oil in water monthly average greater than permitted concentration (if applicable): Complete this section in the event that the monthly average concentration of discharged oil in water exceeds the permitted level: enter the monthly average figure and the month to which this figure relates. This field will cover non-compliances from various discharged waters including, but not restricted to, produced water and drainage. 

· Oil in produced water concentration greater than 100mg/l (if applicable): Complete this section in the event that the maximum concentration of dispersed oil in produced water exceeds 100mg/l. Include in this section the maximum concentration reported during the exceedance.

· Total oil discharged during non-compliance: the estimated maximum and minimum quantity of oil discharged to sea during the period of the non-compliance.  See Appendix 1 for guidance on how to quantify oil releases using the Bonn Agreement Codes (if applicable).      

Maximum and Minimum Discharged:
This is the total quantity discharged to sea in tonnes.  On all occasions efforts should be made to quantify maximum total discharged using measured/calculated or estimated operational/production losses.  No minimum figure is required if using these methods.

Where the above is not possible the following Bonn Agreement Codes shall be utilised to estimate oil discharged using a visual assessment of oil on the sea surface.  A maximum and minimum figure shall be provided where Bonn Codes are utilised in order to allow a suitable assessment of potential pollution in the sea.
Appearance: 
Assess in accordance with Bonn Agreement Appearance Codes: Not visible; Sheen (silver/grey); Rainbow; Metallic; Discontinuous true oil colour; Continuous true oil colour, as per the table below

Approx area: If conditions permit assess the area of the visual evidence of oil on the sea surface in km2 

Use appearance and area to calculate in accordance with the following table:

	Code
	Discharge Appearance
	Min & Max litres oil per km2

	1
	Sheen (silvery/grey)
	40 to 300

	2
	Rainbow
	300 to 5,000

	3
	Metallic
	5,000 to 50,000

	4
	Discontinuous true oil colour
	50,000 to 200,000

	5
	Continuous true oil colour
	200,000 to more than 200,000


· Is non-compliance ongoing: To be completed if the non-compliance event is ongoing, include the date of the original notification; the number of previous notifications submitted and the total quantity of oil discharged to sea since the initial non-compliance form was submitted. 
· Was non-compliance unavoidable: Please identify whether the non-compliance arose as a result of something which could not reasonably have been prevented. 

· Is reporting by PON1 required: In addition to the submission of an OPPC non-compliance form there may be instances where a PON1 should be submitted in accordance with the PON1 Guidance (https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/720485/pon-01-fax-guidance.doc). This may be where a discharge has been made in contravention of a permit requirement i.e. oil in produced water at greater than 100 mg/l and given rise to oil in the sea that may have an impact on the environment or other users of the sea.  Section 4.5 of the PON1 Guidance provides details of circumstances when a PON1 may additionally be required.   

Operators should note that any discharge that is done as a matter of urgency for the purpose of securing the safety of any person must be notified using the OPRED(BEIS) PON1,  and in accordance with the PON1 Guidance (https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/720485/pon-01-fax-guidance.doc). 
· Details of non-compliance: An explanation of the non-compliance should be provided within this section including any relevant dates, volumes, etc.  
· Cause of non-compliance: An explanation should be given as to why the non-compliance occurred.  If details are still being investigated and are not currently available please do not delay sending notification – updated information can be forwarded at a later date.  
· Steps taken to prevent re-occurrence of non-compliance: Details should be provided of the actions taken, or to be taken, to prevent similar non-compliance during future operations.  

· For further information and/or guidance on any aspect of this form or notification of non-compliances please contact your assigned OPRED(BEIS) Environmental Inspector or send an email to bst@beis.gov.uk
OPPC Regulatory Non-compliance Notification Form and Guidance
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