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                   Last Presentation at the                   
                at the 2016 GC Conference                    
• The title was “The Public Analyst Service-shaping its Future” 

• So we will take a look at where we are now two years on 

• How we are moving forward  

• What resilience (and expertise) the service can offer in terms of food 
and feed analysis and enforcement as we move forward from 2019. 

 

 

 



                          Brief History                

• In the 1800s, The Lancet 
published articles highlighting 
grim stories of food adulteration 
and from this the ‘Lancet 
Analytical Society’ was formed 
which was controlled by Dr 
Arthur Hill Hassall (Physician) 
who carried out investigations 
and is considered to be the first 
Food Analyst. 

 

 

 



                      Brief History (cont.)              

• Reports were published in The Lancet and vendors were 'named and 
shamed‘ which had the effect of reducing food adulteration. 

• In 1855, a parliamentary committee was set up to further investigate 
food adulteration. 

• 1860- "An Act for the Prevention of the Adulteration of Articles of Food 
or Drink“ was published and it was Illegal to sell adulterated food and 
drink 

• Investigation to be carried out by an unbiased authority, complaints 
assessed and Analysts appointed to do this.  

• Chemists carried out systematic studies and set up methods.  The 
Society of Public Analysts was set up applying standards for analytical 
food chemistry and the training of chemists to carry out the work. 

• The Association of Public Analysts set up in 1954. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                    So where are we now? 

• ENGLAND: Four local authority laboratories- Hampshire, Kent, Lancashire 
and Worcestershire. 

• One private laboratory service (Public Analyst Scientific Services) with two 
sites (Hull and Wolverhampton) 

• SCOTLAND: Four local authority laboratories (Aberdeen, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow and Tayside). 

• WALES: One private laboratory service (Minton, Treharne & Davies Ltd,  
Llanelli, Cardiff and Camarthen) 

• Twenty eight (28*) appointed Public Analysts in ten (8) local authority and 
two (2) private laboratory services- Seventeen (17) in England, four (4) in 
Wales and seven (7) in Scotland. 

• *Four new MChemA holders in the last two years. 
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                              2016                                2018 



           The Local Authority Laboratories 

• The four Local Authority Public Analyst Laboratories in England are currently working in 
partnership. 

• Termed ALAPAL (Association of Local Authority Public Analyst Laboratories) 

 

 

 

 

• Meeting the Elliott Review recommendation, accepted by the Government, that “A 
public sector ‘spine’ to laboratory provision for food testing would create a resilient, 
competitive service…offering considerable added value..leading to the Service working 
alongside the private sector provision”. 

• Consideration of future discussions with laboratories in Scotland 

• Both Private and LA laboratories must and are working together to ensure resilience and 
capacity 



  The Guardian-May 2018  

• “Food Standards could be put at risk by Brexit if the UK quits the EU 
without a deal to keep exchanging information on Public Health 
issues..the UK is part of a framework that ensures the traceability of 
high risk products and provides rapid access to intelligence.  Council 
regulators need to retain access to such information so they can 
target their enforcement activity and protect public health” (The Local 
Government Association). 

 

 



      
                      Intel Information 



      Assistance with focussed sampling 



            www.publicanalyst.com 



       Outcomes-www.publicanalyst.com 



  Outcomes- www.publicanalyst.com 



• Support to the Public and business 



        Training- for future resilience 

• Our Training Officer (Michael Walker) facilitates and organises the 
Reading Training  course as well as organising other training events for 
Public Analysts and trainees in partnership with our training 
committee. 

• Training guides and resources are made available on the APA website  
to assist MChemA students  to progress. 

• Still a considerable number of MChemA trainees active.  One at the 
final part C stage in 2018 and at least three sitting the part B. 

• But, with lab closures, the pool to draw from is greatly reduced raising 
concerns. 

 



         But on further positive notes…. 

• The APA Educational Trust continues to support the continuing professional 
development of members (and have funded the attendance of Public Analysts to 
this event again) and financially supports the MChemA trainees at events 
wherever possible. 

• The APA is still liaising with the Institute of Food Science and Technology through 
joint members allowing Public Analysts and trainees to attend food business 
visits. 

• The National reference Laboratories also continue to support the Public Analyst 
Laboratories (Official Control Laboratories) through workshops and training days 
at no charge.  They have also assisted OCLs with method development ensuring 
they are sufficiently robust to meet legal requirements. 

• DEFRA continue to support training through knowledge transfer events  with no 
charge to the laboratories and the FSA will continue part funding of the Reading 
residential allowing time for alternative sources of funding to be sought. 

 



                Changes to the profession 

• Articles amended to permit scientific staff in National Reference 
laboratories and food examiners becoming members of the 
Association of Public Analysts.   

• Articles also amended to permit non-scientific senior staff in Official 
Control laboratories  becoming members of the Association of Public 
Analysts 

• This will hopefully allow an even closer working relationship between 
OCLs and NRLs to ensure further resilience with regard to food and 
feed safety as we move forward. 

•  Extension of the membership further? 

 

 

 

 



 Post Brexit and effects on the service? 

• Questions will be asked: 

• Is there resilience in the service to meet the demands post Brexit 

• Is there laboratory capacity? 

• Too many unknowns? 

• There is a need to prepare.  One outcome is likely to be pressures at ports of entry and increased 
stop and check.  Possibly also transhipment of goods through the UK before movement into the 
EU or vice versa during any transition period. 

• Risk based interception of samples. Use of AEO status to move goods. 

• The FSA will be reviewing the Official Control Laboratory network.  This needs to take place 
quickly! 

• Both the public and private sector laboratories should be engaged in any discussions 

• Working relationship between OCLs and NRLs to ensure food and feed safety from 2019 and 
beyond-method development, trial and validation.  

•    



                          So the future? 

• The Public Analyst Service has the experience, equipment and robust 
forensic methodology in place.  Referee cases inevitably agree with 
enforcement results. 

• Public Laboratories have to work together but there must be support 
to allow this to flourish. 

• A close working partnership with the private sector laboratories is 
essential to ensure a wide scope of Accredited testing is available for 
enforcement purposes 

• Regulating our Future – impact on enforcement? Closer working with 
the the commercial sector to including methodology review and focus 
of testing. 

 



                          Final Thoughts 

• There is a good system in place which does not need to be changed 
but requires funding 

• Surveillance of the food and feed industry cannot be carried out 
without taking samples.      

• Tools in place to ensure continued information exchange and risk 
assessment post Brexit 

• Hold and support what enforcement capacity we have and move on.  
We can’t afford to lose further lab capacity and continue to ensure 
scientific resilience.   



                           THANK YOU 

• Jonathon.griffin@kent.gov.uk 

 


