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Application to appear on the Ministry of Justice’s approved list of bodies that may carry out parentage tests directed by a court under Section 20 Family Law Reform Act 1969 

[Company Name]

[Address 1]

[Address 2]

[Address 3]

[Postcode]

To: 
HMCTS and the Family Justice Policy Team
Family Operations Team
HM Courts and Tribunals Service

6.16, 6th Floor

102 Petty France

London

SW1H 9AJ 
1. Please treat this as an application for [name of organisation] based in [insert country] to be added to the list of bodies which may carry out court-directed parentage tests pursuant to section 20 of the Family Law Reform Act 1969.

Scientific testing standards

2. I attach [the laboratory’s original] [a certified copy of the laboratory’s] (delete as appropriate) certificate of accreditation to [ISO/IEC 17025:2017] / [ISO/IEC 17025:2005] (delete as appropriate). This is issued by an accreditation body which complies with the requirements of ISO/IEC 17011 and is a full member of the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC), or a body that is a signatory to an ILAC Recognised Regional Cooperation Body. The certificate provides accreditation for the period _____________ to ____________.
Code of Practice

3. I undertake that [Name of Organisation] will comply with the Human Genetics Commission Principles “Common Framework of Principles for Direct to Consumer Testing Services” (or any revised version thereof) when undertaking court-directed tests pursuant to section 20 of the Family Law Reform Act 1969 during the currency of our accreditation by the Ministry of Justice. The Common Framework of Principles can be reached via this link: https://ukgtn.nhs.uk/resources/library/article/human-genetics-commission-a-common-framework-of-principles-for-direct-to-consumer-genetic-testing-services-70/ 
Compliance with UK statutory requirements

4. I undertake that [Name of Organisation] will comply, or ensure compliance with procedures set out in Blood Test (Evidence of Paternity) Regulations 1971 (SI 1971/1861) as amended during the currency of our ISO accreditation.  
Data protection

5. I undertake that [Name of Organisation] will ensure that the requirements of Chapter V of Regulation 2016/679 (“the General Data Protection Regulation”) are complied with at all times. 
6. Furthermore, I [Name of Organisation] attach information to this application form setting out how we will protect the personal data provided to us and ensure that it is processed only in accordance with requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation. 
Retention period for DNA samples and records

7. I undertake that [Name of Organisation] will only retain personal data for as long as is necessary to serve the purpose of a section 20 direction. The maximum retention periods are 6 months for the retention of a DNA sample and 12 months for the retention of records created as a result of a section 20 court-directed test. 

Advertising and misrepresentation

8. I undertake that [Name of Organisation] will limit any statement regarding its MoJ accredited status in promotional material, advertising, or web-site information to the following:

“[Name of Organisation] is a body that has been accredited by the Ministry of Justice as a body that may carry out parentage tests directed by the civil courts in England and Wales under section 20 of the Family Law Reform Act 1969”.

General

9. I understand that [Name of organisation] will be removed from the MoJ accredited list on the expiry of its accreditation to ISO/IEC 17025:2005. If the laboratory wishes to remain on the accredited list the original or a certified copy of a renewed accreditation certificate must be forwarded to arrive on or before the expiry of the current certificate.

10. I understand that from time to time the MoJ will review the criteria which should be met by organisations wishing to be added to/remain on the list of bodies which may carry out court directed parentage tests under section 20 and the criteria are subject to change/additions. 

11. I also understand that [Name of Organisation] will be asked to submit to an annual review to ensure that it is still eligible to appear on the list of bodies able to carry out court directed parentage tests under section 20. This will include providing original/certified copies of the laboratory’s current certificate of accreditation to ISO/IEC 17025:2005 and giving renewed undertakings as set out above and ensuring compliance with any revised criteria.

12. I understand that [Name of Organisation] is under an obligation to immediately notify the Ministry of Justice of any changes to its contact details, especially the address. In the event of a change of address, [Name of Organisation] will supply a current original/certified copy of the laboratory’s certificate of accreditation to ISO/IEC 17025:2005 in respect of the new address. 
Signed…………………………………………………………….

Name………………………………………………………………

Date………………………………………………………………..

Status/Position within testing body……………………………..

Address: …………………………………………………………….


  …………………………………………………………….

  …………………………………………………………….


  …………………………………………………………….

Phone number……………………………………………………

Email ……………………………………………………
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