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1. Introduction

This document sets out the process to register an expression of interest for public sector authorities (or groupings of organisations) interested in taking a role as the key public sector partner/s in the Urban Connected Communities project being developed by the DCMS 5G Testbeds and Trials Programme. It also provides an outline of the subsequent steps for the development of the Urban Connected Communities project. We are encouraging interested organisations to register as soon as possible. 
Other organisations who are interested in participating in the project, including private sector organisations who are interested in taking a key role as the development partner/s or network connectivity provider, should provide contact details as set out in the Market Engagement document.
Please also see the Urban Connected Communities - Overview document for further information about the project.
0. Grant application

The 5G Testbeds and Trials Programme intends to make grant funding and potentially co-investment and/or loans available for the Urban Connected Communities project. It is currently envisaged that this funding will be made available to the public sector partner/s as follows:
· Public sector authorities who are interested taking a leading role as the public sector partner/s should register using the form at the end of this document.

· We will make available information on the high level project requirements and potential commercial approaches to the project and you will have the opportunity to participate in workshops commencing from the end of April 2018 and/or to provide feedback. These workshops form part of our wider market engagement process and are optional. They will continue until June 2018 separately from the selection stage. The purpose is to help the 5G Testbeds and Trials Programme team to develop a set of materials that will be used as the starting point in the project development stage. Further details of the dates, locations and content of workshops will be available to registered organisations. Workshops may also include public and private sector organisations registering interest for market engagement for the Urban Connected Communities project.

· We will issue the application guidance to public sector authorities who have registered an expression of interest. This will set out what is required in an application to become the public sector partner/s for the Urban Connected Communities project. We anticipate that the evaluation criteria for the selection of the key public sector partner/s will include (among others) consideration of vision, leadership, capability, commitment to achieve the aims of the project, suitability of proposed areas, commitment to provide match funding, and approach to access to assets that are likely to be involved in the delivery of the project.

· Applications received by the submission date will be evaluated by DCMS and a successful applicant to become the public sector partner/s for the Urban Connected Communities project will be selected in accordance with the evaluation criteria set out in the application guidance. We may require applicants to make a presentation as part of the assessment process.

Further details of the steps following the selection of the public sector partner/s will be set out in the application guidance. We expect that:
· At the development stage, we will confirm the scope, high level requirements and commercial delivery approaches working together with the public sector partner/s.

· We will issue a grant to the public sector partner/s for the overall award of grant funding. This will set out the conditions of the grant including the approach and process for the subsequent approval of specific grants for the delivery of individual project elements of the Urban Connected Communities project.

· The approval of specific grants by DCMS will take place subject to the satisfactory development of individual project elements during the term of delivery. These approvals are likely to be subject to meeting conditions to be specified pursuant to the grant, including (among others) the provision of match funding as appropriate and demonstrating value for money for individual project elements.

Please note the following:
· We will welcome applications from multiple public sector authorities working together in a particular area. The application should identify a lead public sector authority. At least one of the applicants from a joint application should have registered an expression of interest.

· We are not expecting public and private sector organisations to form partnerships at this stage, and doing so now may create complications for DCMS and the public sector partner/s to run open competitions to demonstrate value for money at a later stage.

· DCMS reserves the right not to award a grant or any other form of funding at the conclusion of this expression of interest and selection process (and discontinue the process).

· DCMS reserves the right to proceed with more than one Urban Connected Communities project.

· We only require that public sector authorities who intend to undertake key roles in project delivery are part of the application at this stage. We expect that a wider range of public sector organisations will participate in the project during the course of delivery. It may be appropriate for these organisations to also take leading roles over time.

0. Timetable

We anticipate following the timetable set out below: 
	Step
	Timing 

	Expression of interest: Interested public sector authorities should complete the form set out at the end of this document.  Forms should be submitted to 5Genquiries@culture.gov.uk 
	Open from now until 31 May 2018. We encourage interested public sector authorities to register an expression of interest as soon as possible in order to receive more detailed information on the project. Please note the deadline set out below for the submission of                                                   applications, and the timing set out below for involvement in developing the project requirements and approach.

	Issue of application guidance
	8 May 2018

	Deadline for submission of applications
	12.00 hours 5 June 2018

	Public sector partner selection
	Early July 2018

	Project development
	From selection until late 2018 / early 2019. We expect to issue a grant letter in November / December 2018

	Project initialisation
	Late 2018 / early 2019 onwards


In addition, organisation registering under this Expression of Interest process will also be invited to participate in the 5G Testbeds and Trials Programme’s development of the project scope, high level requirements and commercial approaches to delivery and sustainability. Registered organisations will be able to comment on material and/or participate in workshops. Initial events will take place from 30 April to the end of June 2018, with potentially further follow up communications and events subsequently.
0. Notices

If you have any further queries in relation to this this document please email 5Genquiries@culture.gov.uk. If you are not able to contact via email, please respond to:
        
5G Testbeds and Trials Programme
        
Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport
100 Parliament Street
London
SW1A 2BQ
This document is available in text format on the Department’s website. Should you require access to this document in another format (e.g. Braille, large font or audio) please contact us on 020 7211 6000 or 5Genquiries@culture.gov.uk. 
Information provided in response to this document, including personal information, may be published or disclosed in accordance with access to information regimes, primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) and the Data Protection Act 1998 (DPA) (and from 25 May 2018, Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and repealing Directive 95/46/EC (General Data Protection Regulation) OJ L 119/1, 4.5.2016 (GDPR)). 
If you would want the information that you provide to be treated confidentially, please be aware that, in accordance with the FOIA, public authorities are required to comply with a statutory code of practice which deals, amongst other things, with obligations of confidence. In view of this, it would be helpful if you could explain to us why you wish that information to be treated confidentially. If we receive a request for disclosure of that information, we will take full account of your explanation, but we cannot give an assurance that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances. 
The Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport will process your personal data in accordance with the DPA (and the GDPR once in effect) and, in the majority of circumstances, this will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to third parties. 
Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport
www.gov.uk/dcms
0. Expression of interest registration form

To register an expression of interest please copy the form below, complete your details and email to 5Genquiries@culture.gov.uk with the email subject heading of ‘Expression of Interest for the Urban Connected Communities Project’.
	CONTACT DETAILS

	Organisation Name:
	

	Address:


	

	Postcode:
	

	Contact Name:
	

	Contact Telephone:
	

	Contact Role:
	

	Contact Email:
	

	Additional Information (optional):
	

	Organisation background details

	


The 5G Testbeds and Trials Programme team will confirm by email receipt of your expression of interest. If you do not receive confirmation with 2 working days please or if you have any further queries in relation to this this document, please contact us by email to 5Genquiries@culture.gov.uk. If you are not able to contact via email, please respond to:
        
5G Testbeds and Trials Programme
        
Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport
100 Parliament Street
London
SW1A 2BQ
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