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Membership 

 

Name Position/Title  and 
Organisation 

Sector Representation 

Julie Danks Chief Executive, Stockton Borough 
Council 

Chair 

Raffaella Ebani ERDF Programme Manager 
(MHCLG 

Deputy Chair 

Maureen Stafford 
 

ESF Operations Manager, 
Department for Work and Pensions 

ESF Managing Authority 

Victoria Hamer Head of Northern Region, Rural 
Payments Agency 

EAFRD Managing Authority 

Adam Suleiman Business Energy and Industrial 
Strategy 

BEIS 

Julie Gilhespie Strategy Director, Tees Valley 
Combined Authority 

Tees Valley Combined 
Authority/LEP (Intermediate 
Body) 

Vacancy Director of Economic Growth, 
Darlington Borough Council 

Local Authority 

Andrew Carter 
 

Assistant Director for Economic 
Growth, Redcar and Cleveland 
Borough Council 

Local Authority 

Beverley Bearne Hartlepool Borough Council Local Authority 

Richard Horniman Director of Regeneration 
Middlesbrough Borough Council 

Local Authority 

Garry Cummings Director of Finance, Development & 
Business Services, Stockton-on-
Tees Borough Council 

Local Authority 

Vacancy Federation of Small Businesses Private Sector 

David Soley Deputy Chair, Tees Valley LEP 
Board 

Private Sector 

Jon Carling Chief Executive, Catalyst Voluntary and Community 
and Equalities and Diversity 
Sectors 

Laura Woods Director of the Forge and Academic 
Enterprise, Teesside University 

Higher Education 

Laura Street Contracts Bids & Proposals 
Manager, Middlesbrough 
College/Northern Skills Group 

Further Education and Skills 

Rita Lawson Chief Officer, Tees Valley Rural 
Community Council 

Rural Communities 

 

 

  

  


