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Information request 

Please provide me with the following information; 

 

Amongst UK working age adults who receive any kind of benefits, what 

percentage are classed as unemployed? 

 

Amongst UK working age adults who receive any kind of benefits, what 

percentage are classed as employed? 

 

DWP response 

In response to your query, 8 per cent of UK working age adults who are in 

receipt of state support are classified as ILO unemployed. 

 

55 per cent of UK working age adults who are in receipt of state support are 

classified as ILO employed 

 

This estimate is based on data from the Family Resources Survey (FRS) 

2013/14. More information about the survey can be found at the following link: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/family-resources-survey--2  

 

FRS estimates are based on sample counts that have been adjusted for non-

response using multi-purpose grossing factors that control for tenure type, 

Council Tax Band and a number of demographic variables. Estimates are 

subject to sampling error and remaining non-sampling bias. 

 

The following definitions have been used. 

 

ILO Employed: All those who had done at least an hour’s paid work as either 

employees or self-employed in either full-time or part-time work. This includes 

those doing unpaid work in a business that they own or in a business owned 

by a relative, and some participants of government supported employment 

and training programmes. 

 

ILO Unemployed: those not employed at the time the survey was conducted 

who would be able to start work within the next fortnight and had actively 

looked for work in the last four week or had recently found a job and were 

waiting to start.  People not employed and not seeking or not available for 

work are economically inactive rather than unemployed. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/family-resources-survey--2


 
State support: The government pays money to individuals in order to support 

them financially under various circumstances. Most of these benefits are 

administered by DWP; others are administered by local authorities and 

HMRC. Tax Credits and benefits are included in the term state support and 

both can cover people in work and people without a job.  State support 

includes unemployment benefits, means tested and contributory benefits, 

disability benefits, Child Benefit and Tax Credits. 

Working age adult: Individuals who are over 16 years old, except for those 

that are either; 

 a) above state pension age 

b) classed as dependent children, i.e. those aged 16-19 who are: 

 Not married nor in a civil partnership nor living with a partner; AND 

 Living with parents/a responsible adult; AND 

 In full-time non-advanced education or in unwaged government 
training. 

 


