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Introduction 

 

Who can help? 

The Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO): 

The FCDO is represented overseas by its Embassies and Consulates (High Commission in 

Commonwealth Countries). Both employ consular officers, and one of their duties is to provide 

help and advice to any British National who gets into difficulty in a foreign country. 

 

About the Embassy 

We are impartial; we are not here to judge you. We aim to make sure that you are treated 

properly and fairly in accordance with local regulations, and that you are treated no less 

favourably than other prisoners. 

 

We can answer questions about your welfare and about prison regulations but you must ask 

your lawyer or the court about legal matters. The attached list of lawyers is provided by the 

British Embassy for your convenience, but neither Her Majesty’s Government, nor any official 

of the Consulate, take any responsibility for the competence or probity of any firm/advocate 

on the list or for the consequence of any legal action initiated or advice given. 

 

We cannot get you out of prison, pay fines or stand bail or interfere with local judicial 

procedures to get you out of prison nor secure you an earlier trial date; we cannot investigate 

a crime. 

 

We have tried to make sure that the information in this booklet is accurate and up to date, but 

the British Embassy cannot accept legal responsibility for any errors or omissions in the 

information. If in doubt contact a lawyer. 

 

 

Who are the Consular Representatives? 

 

Allan Cook                          Sandra May Sianaki 

HM Consul                            Pro Consul         

                    

 

Contact Information 

British Embassy  

172 Ferdowsi Ave 

Tehran, Iran  11316-99813 

 

Tel:  0098 21 64052000 

Email : Iran.Consular@fcdo.gov.uk   

 

The British Embassy in Tehran operates between 0730 and 1430 hours Sunday to 

Thursday. Outside of these times calls are diverted to the Global response Centre in 

London. In an emergency please contact the British Embassy on the number shown above 

and follow the instructions. 

 

mailto:Iran.Consular@fcdo.gov.uk
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FIRST STEPS 
 

Who will know I have been detained? 

As soon as  a British citizen is arrested and detained in Iran the authorities should let the 

detainee contact the British Embassy within 24-48 hours However this may not happen 

automatically and we may be informed much more quickly by friends or relations, or, 

exceptionally, by the prison social worker. If the  authorities take it upon themselves to inform 

the Embassy of an arrest this is usually done in writing and can take a week or ten days to 

reach us. As soon as we are informed we will do all we can to contact you and, subject to 

getting any required permissions, will try to visit you within 48 hours if you would like us to do 

so.  

This information regards the deptention/arrest of a mono- British Citizen, since the Iranian 

authorities do not recognise dual-nationality, the arrest/detention of a dual (British/Iranian) 

national would not be reported to the Embassy nor would the Iranian authorities deem it 

pertinent to allow contact with the Embassy.  

 

 

What will my family be told? 

For reasons of confidentiality we are not permitted to tell anyone including family members 

that you have been detained or what the charges are without your permission. If you do 

request that we inform your next of kin we will do so. We will also advise the Consular 

Directorate in the Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office of your detention. We will 

only contact your family with your permission and we will ask you what information you want 

us to share. If you want us to we can tell your family or friends that you have been arrested. If 

you are thinking about not telling your family, please consider the distress it may cause them 

if they are not told where you are. It can also be a disadvantage to you if you need money for 

anything in prison or fall ill. Once we have told your family and friends, we will keep them 

updated on your well-being. 

To save costs, your family can contact the Country Caseworker Team in Consular Directorate 

directly: 

 

Consular Desk Officer                                                               Tel: + 44 (0) 2070080153 

Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCD              Fax:+44 (0)  2070080165 

Main Building 

King Charles Street 

London   SW1A 2AH 

 

 

What will the Embassy do? 

As soon as we have been notified of your arrest we will ask the authorities for permission to 

visit you, either at the police station or at the prison. Please note that it can take seven to ten 

days for a permit to be given although in most cases it is quicker.  

We will aim to contact you as soon as possible after being told about your arrest or detention 

so that we can assess how we can help you but how soon this is depends on local procedures. 

We will try to contact you 24 hours after we learn of your arrest and visit you within 48 hours; 

after this we aim to visit you every quarter.   
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During our routine visits you will have the opportunity to discuss any health issues, security 

concerns, your treatment in prison and any other general issues that you wish to raise with 

our consular staff.  At each consular visit, our staff will complete a "Visit Report Form". If 

there is any information that you would prefer not to disclose to a Next of Kin you should let 

us know during the visit.  

 

We can put you in touch with Prisoners Abroad, a UK based charity that supports British 

Nationals detained overseas and their families. (www.prisonersabroad.org.uk ) 

The prisons in Iran do not have a postal service but, once visits are permitted, we can deliver 

letters from your family and friends to the prison. We cannot deliver letters directly to you or 

pass letters from you to them unless the prison permits this. You should note that letters will 

be reviewed by the prison before being given to you and may be censored or refused delivery. 

 

Although we cannot give legal advice, start legal proceedings nor investigate a crime, we 

can offer basic information about the local legal system. We can give you a list of some local 

interpreters and local lawyers if you want, although we cannot pay for either. It is important 

to consider carefully whether you want to have legal representation and to discuss all the 

costs beforehand with the legal representative. Under no circumstances can the Embassy 

pay your legal costs. 

 

We cannot get you out of prison or detention, nor can we get special treatment for you 

because you are British. If however you are not treated in line with internationally accepted 

standards we will consider approaching local authorities on your behalf.This may include if 

your trial does not follow internationally recognised standards for a fair trial or is 

unreasonably delayed compared to local cases. 

We can also help to put you in touch with the charity Fair Trials International, 

(www.fairtrials.net ) 

 

With your permission we can consider taking up a complaint about ill treatment, personal 

safety or discrimination with the police or prison authorities. Again, with your permission, we 

can make sure that any medical or dental problems you might have are brought to the 

attention of any police or prison doctor. 

 

Within certain limits we can forward you money from your family. In some cases  there may 

be a fee for this service. 

 

If  you have dual nationality and you are impreisoned in the country of your other nationality 

the British Embassy cannot provide Consular assistance, under Iranian law. However, 

Consular Staff will provide whatever assistance the local authorities will allow. 

 

Further information on the Iranian judicial system comes later in this document, but please 

note that only Iranian appointed lawyers can represent you in court.  

 

 

Would I have a criminal record in the UK? 

You should be aware that if you have been convicted for certain serious offences, such as 
sexual assault or drugs trafficking, we are obliged to inform the UK police.  It is therefore 

http://www.prisonersabroad.org.uk/
http://www.fairtrials.net/
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possible that information about this offence may appear if a Criminal Records Bureau check 
were carried out by a prospective employer. 

 
 

 

Consular visits 

We will visit you every three months; during our routine visits you will have the opportunity to 

discuss any health issues, security concerns, your treatment in prison and any other general 

issues that you wish to raise with our Consular staff.  At each Consular visit, our staff will 

complete a "Visit Report Form". If there is any information that you would prefer not to disclose 

to a Next of Kin you should let us know during the visit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
PRISON CONDITIONS/SERVICES 
 

Arrival at police station 

When someone is arrested they are taken to prison in the first instance. Any belongings that 

are not part of the investigation, process, or evidence will be sent to the prison, if the prison 

has enough space to keep them. It is unfortunately not unusual for some belongings to go 

missing right after arrest or during prison transfers. 

 

The British Embassy cannot store your personal belongings on your behalf. The only property 

we can keep for you are your passport and driver’s licence.  However, these are usually 

retained at the courts until the end of your sentence. Please note that your passport might be 

kept by the courts as evidence of the alleged crime or as a condition for your bail/parole. This 

measure is taken by the courts to prevent you from skipping bail. 

 

Medical checks will be carried out by the prison health department in order to assess if you 

need any treatment for ongoing medical conditions (e.g. blood pressure, diabetes, HIV). 

 

 

General prison conditions 

Pursuant to the Article 91 of the sentence Execution Code there should be created for you 

material and communal conditions according to the sanitary and hygiene rules in the sentence 

served institution. Overcrowding is a problem so you cannot expect a single cell as a matter 

of course. Your living place should be quite illuminated, the temperature should be kept by the 

seasons (not less than +18 degree in winter) in such buildings and should be maintained with 

fresh air ventilation.  

 

There should be a toilet for your natural needs and solved water supply issues at the buildings 

(cell). You should be provided a berth and bedding. There are established premises to meet 
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your communal requirements at the sentence served institutions such as a bath, laundry, 

hairdresser, drying chamber, repairing of footwear and clothes, as well as special rooms for 

storage of your personal things and food-stuffs. You should be allowed to wash in a bath once 

a week and to change your used bed fittings. You should be provided clothes, underwear and 

footwear in terms of the climatic conditions and seasons. 

 

 

How can I receive money? 

There are two ways in which you can receive financial assistance while in prison.  

 

 Private Funds: Deposited to you by your family or friends.  

 

 Prisoners Abroad: If your family can’t support you financially Prisoners Abroad 

may be able to send you a small grant every quarter for essentials. 

 

Irrespective of the kind of the sentence served institution you have the right to receive any 

amount of remittance. On your arrival to the sentence served place the administration should 

open your personal account in accountancy thereof. All remittances and earnings in the 

institution are transferred to your account. 

 

Money received from the UK will be converted into local currency and held on your behalf by 

our Embassy. Our Consular staff will then transfer your funds to you. 

 

Money sent to you will be deposited in your prison account, where this facility is available, or 

they will be given directly to you. Please note that our Consular staff cannot be responsible for 

the loss of funds by the Prison Authorities. 

 

Please note that the Embassy/Consulate does not provide financial support to British 

Nationals in prison abroad. However, we can facilitate help with money issue by making the 

sender to transfer the money through FCDO from UK.  We can pass that amount to you. 

Please note that there is a limit on sending funding through the FCDO,. 

 

 

Can I work or study in prison? 

It is difficult for the prison to supply work for all prisoners because there are not enough jobs 

to go round.  

 

There are employment oppurtunities available within the prison. If you work you will earn a 

salary. You will need to apply for a vacancy and wait for your name to be called. 

Study opportunities are also available, however do not affect the foreigners much because of 

the language issue. Limited number of prisons offer language courses. Learning and 

development opportunities may vary from prison to prison. 

 

 

Can I receive medical and dental treatment? 

Pursuant to Article 93 of the Sentence Execution Code preventive treatment hospitals are 

established for the satisfaction of your medical and sanitary requirements, and sentence 
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served institutions of hospital status for the maintenance and treatment of prisoners with 

infectious disease. 

 

There are established medical and sanitary divisions at every sentence served institution and 

ambulant therapy and institutional treatment are carried out therein. The prisoners who need 

for qualified medical air are sent to the institutions intended for the sick prisoners, i.e. hospitals. 

And the prisoners ill with tuberculosis are sent to the specialised institutions for consumptives.  

 

If you need medical or dental treatment you should make an appointment to see the prison 

doctor or dentist. In some large prisons it can be difficult to get an early appointment but if the 

situation is urgent you should contact the prison social worker, who may be able to get you an 

appointment more quickly than through the normal channels.  

 

Prison doctors are often the equivalent of GPs in the UK, so unusual or complex problems 

may be referred to a specialist outside the prison. You have the right to address payable 

medical institutions to get medical consultation and treatment. Either you or your relatives 

should cover the charges for such services or for medicine. In such cases the medical 

consultation or treatment should be carried out under the supervision of the medical personnel 

at the medical and sanitary division of the sentence served institution. 

 

 

Food and Diet 

The prison authorities have assured us that the food they provide is a balanced diet supplying 

the necessary daily nutritional requirements. A special diet can only be provided on medical 

(e.g. diabetes, high blood pressure) grounds. This does not apply to vegetarians. You can 

supplement your diet by buying fruit and other items from the prison shop, when available.  

 

 

 

 

The Iranian Judicial System 

 

 

1- GENERALITIES: 

Among the Middle East Muslim countries Iran is the only non-Arab country which currently 

applies Islamic laws.  In the pre revolution era apart from the Civil Code the rest of the laws 

were based on the western legal regimes.  

Beginning in late 1978 and early 1979 following the victory of the Islamic Revolution and the 

establishment of the Islamic Republic of Iran the community was directed towards 

restructuring on the basis of the Islamic faith which was to cover all aspects of life from the 

cradle to the grave. As a result most of the Shah's programms including his modernisation 

programme came under attack. Therefore after the change of government from a monarchy 

rergime of the western style to an Islamic one all laws and regulations also changed to the 
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Islamic style. The only exception is the Commercial Code and laws and regulations derived 

from it. In Islam there is no practical regulations to be applied in relations between 

businessmen in the contemporary world of business.  

This is why the Commercial Code which has been taken from the French  old Commeial 

Code still is applicable in Iran.   

1.1 Hierarchy of Iranian laws  

The laws in terms of  their sources are placed in a priority order and hence are not equal but 

follow a ranking from superior to the inferior: 

 

1.2-Superior Law-Islamic Law-Shari’eh: 

Islamic law is based on the shari'eh - divine rules, these rules in origin, have been revealed to 

mankind by God. Divine rules comprised of the actual words said by God which have found 

their expression in two sources: 
a. the Koran  and 

b. the Sunna of the Prophet Mohammad. 

While the divine rules themselves are regarded as immutable, their understanding and 

interpretation are permissible and have found their expression in several sources: two 

primary sources, the Koran i.e. actual words of  God and the Sunna of the Prophet Mohammad- 

i.e., his own words and deeds-which are interpreted through two subsidiary sources: 

c.  -the Ijma or the consensus arrived at by the jurisprudential, and  

d. -the qiyas, i.e. the deductive reasoning applied by single jurisprudential. 
 

According to Article 4 of the Islamic Constitution "all laws and regulations including civil, 

criminal, financial, economic, administrative, cultural, military, political or otherwise, shall be 

based on Islamic principles. This article shall apply generally on all the  Articles of the 

Constitution and other laws and regulations. It shall be decided by the jurisconsults of the 

Guardian Council whether or not such laws and regulations conform to this article." 

 

1.3- the Inferior Laws-Votes of the nation: 

a. CONSTITUTION which is derived from the direct  votes of the nationand  is placed above 
the parliament acts but below the divine rules. 

b. Ordinary laws that derive from acts of parliament.  

c. Government Decrees, Implementation regulations and Bylaws 

 

A.  CONSTITUTION 

As provided for in Article 4 of the Constitution all articles of the constitution shall be based on 

Islamic principles. Therefore  according to the theory of ranking of laws, whereby the 
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Constitution is deemed superior to the Ordinary laws and these Inferior Laws are subject to 

higher law it is inferior to Islamic principles.  

The application of this principle of ranking is significant with respect to constitutional 

jurisprudence and as a basis for judicial decisions.  

Based on the Article 167 of the Constitution " A judge shall be required to try to find out the 

verdict of every lawsuit  in codified laws, if he fails to find out, shall render a verdict on the 

matter under consideration based on authentic Islamic sources or authoritative Fatwas. He 

may not refrain from dealing with the case and not rendering a judgement on the pretext of 

silence, in adequacy or brevity of or contradiction in codified laws." 

It is also according to the Article 170 of the Constitution that " Judges of courts shall be 

required to refrain from implementing Government decrees and regulation which are 

contrary to the rules of Islam, law or beyond the limits of authorities of the executive. 

Anyone may apply to the Justice Administrative Court for the annulment of such 

regulations." 

b.Ordinary Laws 

Laws that derive from acts of parliament referred to as Ordinary Laws enacted by the 

Parliament and approved by the Guardian Council.  Acts of parliament should be approved 

by the Guardian Council. In cases where parliament and the Guardian Council disagree, 

the matter is referred to the Expediency Council for a final decision. 

Each ordinary law can not be valid save as to the extent that it is consistent with Islamic law 

and the Constitution. 

In terms of  ranking of laws amongst the  Ordinary laws the Civil Code ranks the first and the 

criminal laws and regulations which are more relevant to the social life and judicial security 

of the nations are the second. 

b.1-The Civil Code of Iran, formulated principally on the basis of Islamic precepts and is 

comprised of 1355 articles. This Code has been adopted within the time period between 

1928 and 1935. 

The main source of Civil Code is the Islamic Fiqaha of the Jafari Ithna Ashari School of 

Shiism, while the sources, applied by the formulators of the Civil Code are such well-known 

books of fiqaha as sharaye-e- lome of shahid sani, sharhe-e-mohaghageh and makaseb of 

sheik Morteza Ansare. 

Civil Codes of France and Belgium, and especially the Swiss Civil Code had been consulted 

and possible use been made of them in the course of the formulation of the Civil Code, 

particularly on the more modern legal subjects such as nationality, residence and some 

issues concerning the rights of the family, and argumentation in proof of the claim being one 
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of the most, coherent and integrated laws of Iran, even after the revolution the Civil Code 

has undergone only relatively few alterations and amendments.  

b.2-Criminal Code and Code of Criminal Procedures have much relevancy to the security, 

freedoms and choice of the social life style of the nation and  therefore they will be 

considered here. 

After the election of the first Majles of the Islamic Republic, the Majles and the Guardian 

Council quickly codified important features of the shari’a law by passing two landmark bills in 

July 1982:  

Qanon-e Ta'zir (Discretionary Punishment Law). Ta'zir laws dealt not only with criminal 

law[23] but this law gave judges the authority to execute and imprison those found guilty of 

crimes such as 'declaring war on God' (equivalent to treason/terrorism) and 'plotting with 

foreign powers.' It also gave them the power to sentence offenders to as many as 74 lashes to 

those who "'insult government officials,' 'convene unlawful meetings,' sell alcoholic beverages, 

fix prices, hoard goods, kiss illicitly, fail to wear the proper hijab, and lie to the authorities.  

Qanon-e Qisas (Retribution Law) 

 This law codified other aspects of the sharia. It subdivided crimes into hadd - those against 

God - and those against people. Some punishments are mandatory; others, discretionary. 

"Based on the notion of lex talionis, the Qisas Law calls for 'an eye for an eye, a tooth for a 

tooth, a life for a life', unless the victim or his/her family forgive the perpetrator, and/or accept 

compensation for the death/injury (blood money).  

In 1991-1994, Iran combined all of these laws into the unified "Islamic Penal Code". "Book 

Five" of the Islamic Penal Code ("the only part of the Penal Code that has been adopted 

permanently and is not subject to experimental periods") passed on May 22, 1996. Book Five 

deals with tazir crimes and deterrent punishments, crimes against national security, crimes 

against property, against people, theft, fraud, forgery, insult and many other offenses.  

Diyyeh (blood money) 

In cases of personal injury/death, the victim's family may accept diyyeh, or blood money to 

compensate for the death/injury. The official rate that diyyeh is a price equal to 100 camels 

(this precedent was set by Prophet Muhammad). While the victim's have a right to retribution 

(qesas) when the crime is committed intentionally, they are recommended by the Quran and 

judges to forgive the defendant. 

Hadd  

Hadd crimes are considered to be "claims against God", and they are punishable by a 

mandatory, fixed sentence that was laid down in the Koran and Hadith. They are very rarely 

applied in practice, because they require a high standard of proof and if the person is repentant 

or if there is any reasonable doubt, it may not be carried out. Two witnesses or a confession are 

required for a conviction. For sexual crimes, 4 witnesses are required. These crimes are: 

Waging War Against God (moharebeh) and Spreading Corruption on the Earth (mofsede-fel-

arz): judge has option of 1) death penalty; 2) crucifixion for three days; 3) amputation of right 

hand and left foot; 4) exile/imprisonment 

tazir(deterrent crimes) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Majlis_of_Iran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guardian_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guardian_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sharia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tazir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judicial_system_of_Iran#cite_note-23
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qisas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hudud
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lex_talionis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tazir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prophet_Muhammad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qu%27ran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moharebeh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mofsed-e-filarz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mofsed-e-filarz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tazir
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Tazir 

A tazir crime is a crime in Sharia law that receives a discretionary sentence by a judge. A 

deterrent crime is a tazir crime that has a punishment in Iran's Penal Code (mostly based on 

pre-Revolutionary French civil law). These crimes are divided into felonies, misdemeanors, 

and contraventions.  

A judge can also give a sentence of up to 74 lashes for an individual crime (and possibly 

more if multiple crimes were committed at once), and up to 99 for sexual crimes. 

Imprisonment, fines, and other penalties can be implemented (the maximum being death 

penalty and  life imprisonment, usually for reoffenders and serious criminals). 

 

b.3 Code of Criminal Procedures(CCP) 
The most important means for administration of justice is Code of Criminal Procedures. 

In June 2015, a much anticipated new Code of Criminal Procedure (CCP) entered into force in 

Iran. The new CCP, which had been in the making for almost a decade, was passed by 

Parliament and signed into law by the President in April 2014. The bill was approved in June 

2015 by the Guardian Council only days before the Code’s entry into force.  

 

b.4-Commercial Code  

The  Commercial Code ratification of which backs to 1932 has been taken from the French  

old Commercial Code. However, this code was restructured and as a provisional bill was 

ratified by the parliament on 6 April 2014. But the Guardian Council refused to approved the 

bill in June 2014 ruling that the parliamentary commission that had passed the bill on a 

provisional basis lacked the competence to do so.  Therefore at the present the new bill is 

still pending approval of the Guardian Council. 

This is why the old Commercial Code still is applicable in Iran and governs establishment, 

management and operations of legal entities. 

c. Government Decrees, Implementation regulations and Bylaws 

Ordinary laws sometime may delegate the task of preparation of a detailed implementation 

regulations of a particular law to a ministry or council of ministers. Based on such 

delegation of powwer government decrees and implementation regulations are issued. It is 

also possible during the course of implementation of a law the council of minister or a 

ministery as the case may be issue a decree or an implementation regulation as a guidance 

for proper implementation of the law concerned. 

Bylaws are issued by a ministry, executive body or council of ministers for performance of 

their obligations. However the contents of these Government Decrees, Implementation 

regulations and Bylaws should not be inconflict with the country’s law and regulations and 

shoud be within scope of authority of the issuing organisation. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tazir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Felonies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Misdemeanors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contravention
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life_imprisonment
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It is worth emphasising that a foreign investor in addition to checking Ordinary laws should 

be aware of the Government Decrees, Implementation regulations and Bylaws related to 

the ministry/ project concerned.1 

 

1.4 -Current judicial system of Iran 
According to the Constitution the judiciary should be an independent power, the protector of 

the rights of the individual and society, responsible for the implementation of justice, and 

entrusted with the following duties:    

  

a. investigating and passing judgment on grievances, violations of rights, and 

complaints; the resolving of litigation; the settling of disputes; and the taking of all 

necessary decisions and measures in probate matters as the law may determine;  

b. restoring public rights and promoting justice and legitimate freedoms;  

c. supervising the proper enforcement of laws;    

d. uncovering crimes; prosecuting, punishing, and chastising criminals; and enacting 

the penalties and provisions of the Islamic penal code;  

e. taking suitable measures to prevent the occurrence of crime and to reform 

criminals.(Art 156 of the Constitution) 

The head of the judiciary is to be an Islamic just jurist " Mujtahid" appointed by the Supreme 

Leader and serve for "a period of five years." 

 

1.5 Structure of the courts 

a-The Dispute Settlement Council 

b-The Public Court divided into legal and criminal 

c-The Appellate Court 

                                                
1 Article 138   of the Constitution Implementation of Laws, Ministerial 

Commissions  
(1) In addition to instances in which the Council of Ministers or a single Minister is 

authorized to frame procedures for the implementation of laws, the Council of 

Ministers has the right to lay down rules, regulations, and procedures for performing 

its administrative duties, ensuring the implementation of laws, and setting up 

administrative bodies.  Each of the Ministers also has the right to frame regulations 

and issue orders in matters within his competence and in conformity with the 

decisions of the Council of Ministers.  However, the content of all such regulations 

must not violate the letter or the spirit of the law.  

(2) The government can entrust any portion of its task to commissions composed of 

some Ministers.  The decisions of such commissions within the rules will be binding 

after the endorsement of the President.  

(3) The ratifications and the regulations of the Government and the decisions of the 

commissions mentioned under this article shall also be brought to the notice of the 

Speaker of the Islamic Consultative Assembly while being communicated for 

implementation so that in the event he finds them contrary to law, he may send the 

same stating the reason for reconsideration by the Council of  Minister. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ijtihad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Leader_of_Iran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Leader_of_Iran
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d-The Supreme Court 

e-The Revolutionary Court 

f-The Clerics Court 

g-The Administrative Justice Court 

h-The Military Court and 

i-various administrative courts. 

 

 

2-Is the system the same as the UK? 

No it is quite different in terms of both the courts structures as well as the sources of law. 

Iranian legal system  is based on the Islamic Laws and in particular its criminal law is mainly 

taken from the Shiat school of Islamic law. According to the Iranian Criminal procedural Code 

in Iran’s legal system the principle of acquitance and observance of the citizenship rights must 

be observed. The right to presumption of innocence is undermined by heavy reliance on 

confessions as evidence and excessive use of long periods of pre-trial detention; 

The Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, adopted in October 1979, covers the key 

principles of fair trial. For instance, it protects the right to liberty by stating, “No one shall be 

arrested except by the order and in accordance with the procedures laid down by law.” 

Presumption of innocence, equality before the courts, prohibition of torture and other ill-

treatment, the right to an open hearing, and access to legal counsel are all constitutionally 

guaranteed. However, various laws, including the Press Law, the new Code of Criminal 

Procedures (CCP) and the Anti-Narcotics Law, undermine these and other fair trial guarantees 

by including restrictive and vaguely worded provisions. Combined with major flaws in the 

structure and administration of the criminal justice system, the result is a continued 

proliferation of harsh and unjust sentences following grossly unfair trials.  

 

 

3-What should happen when I am arrested? 

When a foreign national is arrested in Iran they should be allowed a telephone call to inform 

someone of their situation. The arresting authorities should also inform the Iranian Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, who in turn should pass this information to the relevant Embassy. On receipt 

of this information a request is made by the Embassy for a Consular visit.  This should all 

happen within the first 24 hours of detention but, depending on the alleged offence committed, 

the Iranian authorities have not always adhered to these timelines. However there are some 

crimes the offender of which are denied the immediate right of access to a lawyer. These crimes 

are National security, organised crimes, robbery, narcotic and crimes subject of Para a, b and c 

of Articles 302 of the Criminal procedures Code where the offenders are not allowed to visit 

their lawyer before one week.  

The new Criminal Procedural Code  fails, in contravention of international law, to guarantee 

the right to consular notification for foreign nationals in custody to communicate with and 

receive visits from representatives of their government. 

Situation of foreign nationals-foreign nationals to access their consular representatives during 

the pre-trial period is subject to  the approval of the Prosecutor General. Iran’s Prison 

Regulations also restrict the right of foreign nationals to access consular assistance by 
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conditioning it on the permission of judicial authorities. Article 193 of the Prison Regulations 

states: “Meetings of political or consular representatives [of governments] with their respective 

citizens who have been convicted [mahkoum] is [dependent] upon referral by the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and the permission of the Prosecutor, or trial judges, or judges supervising 

prisons.” 

According to Article 194 of the Prison Regulations, all meetings of detainees and prisoners 

with foreign nationals, including their consular representatives, shall be monitored by a prison 

official. The same applies to any correspondence between foreign nationals and their consular 

representatives. Under Article 205, foreign nationals are permitted to write to their consular 

representative through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. These letters are subject to the general 

monitoring procedures set out by the regulations governing the correspondence of detainees 

and prisoners. 

Article 36(c) of the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, to which Iran is a state party, 

provides that: 

“ Consular officers shall have the right to visit a national of the sending State who is in prison, 

custody or detention, to converse and correspond with him and to arrange for his legal 

representation. They shall also have the right to visit any national of the sending State who is 

in prison, custody or detention in their district in pursuance of a judgement.” 

 Access of foreign nationals held on criminal charges to their consular representatives are 

addressed both by the June 2015 amendments to the new CCP and the Prison Regulations. 

However, both laws fail to comply with international standards as they treat such access as a 

privilege subject to the approval of the prosecutorial authorities rather than a right guaranteed 

by law. The new CCP, as adopted in April 2014, did not include any provisions with regards 

to the rights of foreign nationals held in pre-trial detention or imprisoned. However, the 

amendments passed in June 2015 added a Note to Article 236 which states: In cases where 

foreign nationals are under investigation, on their request, the investigator shall immediately 

submit their details and the charges against them to the Prosecutor General for the required 

actions and notification of relevant bodies. If the investigation results in the conviction of the 

accused person, the Verdict Enforcement  Judge shall submit a summary of the verdict to the 

Prosecutor General in line with this provision. 

 

 

4-For how long can I be remanded in custody? 

Again this will depend on the reason for the arrest, the Iranian authorities can keep you in 

detention for as long as they see necessary to make their initial inquiries. 

Following the issuance of the detention order, the accused is remanded in custody. If the 

accused is detained to prevent collusion with others, this shall be mentioned in the transfer 

papers. Article 240 of the new Code of Criminal Procedures (CCP) obliges the investigator to 

immediately submit in writing the detention order to the Prosecutor, who shall in turn express 

their opinion to the investigator in writing within 24 hours. It is only in the event of a 

disagreement between the investigator and the Prosecutor or in cases where the suspect appeals 

against the detention order that a court will review the legality of a detention order or the 

necessity of its continuation.  
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The accused will remain in detention until the court issues its ruling, which should be within 

10 days of the hearing date. A dispute between the investigator and the Prosecutor is heard by 

the court with jurisdiction over the offences with which the accused is charged 

 

5-What happens when I am charged? 

Once formal charges have been laid the detainee has the right to be informed of their rights, 

including the rights to notify a third person, access a lawyer, challenge the lawfulness of 

detention, remain silent, not incriminate themselves, have recourse to complain about torture 

or other ill-treatment during arrest or detention and right to release pending trial. 

The new CCP appears to have abolished mandatory pre-trial detention. Instead, it has made it 

dependant on two conditions: where there is sufficient reason and evidence to charge someone 

with specific crimes listed in the Code, including crimes punishable by death and national 

security offences; and where the person’s liberty would result in the destruction of evidence, 

or risk public disorder or their own life or the lives of others, or be likely to lead to the suspect 

absconding. While the old Code allowed a provisional pre-trial detention order to be extended 

indefinitely, the new CCP sets limits. However, the limits of one or two years permitted under 

the new Code in some cases are disproportionately long and may still violate the right to 

presumption of innocence and the right to trial within a reasonable time. 

Iran’s Constitution, in Article 35, guarantees the right of individuals to choose lawyers who 

will represent them. The Article states: “Both parties to a lawsuit have the right in all courts of 

law to choose a lawyer, and if they are unable to do so, arrangements must be made to provide 

them with legal counsel.” 

 

The new CCP, in Article 48, states: “The accused can demand the presence of a lawyer from 

the start of detention.” However, it imposes a cap of one hour for such meetings without taking 

into account the circumstances of each case, and fails to refer to confidentiality of 

communications and meetings between detainees and their lawyers. 

 

6-What provision is there for bail? 

The Code of Criminal Procedures entrusts the Investigator with issuing inter alia the bail order 

and temporary detention order as well as release. 

Legally speaking there are various means of securing a bail. It can be obtained through a surety, 

providing security or by means of a cash deposit.  

Under Iranian law, for minor offences, the accused can be released on his own bail. In the case 

of surety, the person standing a surety has to appear before the office of the court and sign a 

formal declaration that he will be personally responsible for delivering the accused to the court 

whenever the court summons him to do so. In other cases, arrangements will be made through 

the office of the court with a special fund in the Ministry of Justice to provide a deposit of cash 

or bank guarantee. In the case of providing as security a title deed or the like, the original 

document of ownership should be deposited with the office of the court and no transaction can 

be carried out in respect of the property that has been offered as security. In cases where a 

person who has been bailed through a surety does not appear on the due date the surety will be 

summoned to deliver the accused, failing which the cash amount required for bail will be seized 
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from his assets. In other cases, the property or the asset that has been pledged to the court will 

be confiscated up to the amount of the surety. 

 

7-What kind of legal assistance is available? 

As a matter of law those who are arrested and accused for commitment of a crime will have 

the right to use legal services of the licensed lawyers generally referred to  as “attorney at law”. 

In case the accused person is not able to use legal services of the licensed lawyers due to 

financial inability to pay legal fees he/she can use pro bono legal assistance available in Iran. 

The new CCP does include provisions guaranteeing the right to free legal assistance for those 

without adequate financial resources. However, it differentiates between the applicability of 

this right during the pre-trial period and during trial; during the investigative stage, accused 

individuals who cannot afford a lawyer only appear to qualify for a state-appointed lawyer if 

they face charges that could carry the death penalty or life imprisonment.  

 

With regards to the right to access a lawyer from the time of arrest Instead, they replaced the 

relevant provision of the new Code, which allowed access to legal assistance to be delayed for 

up to a week, with a provision that denies individuals facing national security-related charges 

the right to access an independent lawyer of their own choice for the investigation phase, which 

may last for months.  

 

According to the final text of the Code, such individuals may only select their lawyers from a 

roster of lawyers approved by the Head of the Judiciary. The same restriction was introduced 

for individuals accused of involvement in organized crimes that are subject to such 

punishments as the death penalty, life imprisonment and amputation. 

 

 

8-What happens at the trial? 

The Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, adopted in October 1979, contains provisions 

pertaining to key principles of fair trial. For instance, the Constitution protects the right to 

liberty and stipulates: “No one shall be arrested except by the order and in accordance with the 

procedures laid down by law.” Presumption of innocence, equality before the courts, 

prohibition of torture and other ill-treatment, the right to an open hearing, and access to legal 

counsel are constitutionally guaranteed 

Equality of arms”, which insists that the defence and prosecution are treated in a manner that 

guarantees equal opportunity for both sides to prepare and present their case.  

 

Regulations governing interrogations.  

The new CCP sets out stricter regulations for conducting and recording interrogations. As with 

the old Code, it bans asking leading questions, deception and forcing or coercing the accused 

person during interrogation, and removes the previous bar on defence lawyers interjecting or 

objecting during interrogations. 

Under the new CCP, the accused person’s lawyer is allowed to object to the investigator if 

there are leading questions or any other violations of the law. The new Code obligates “judicial 

officers” to record the statements made by the accused person, the reasons for detention, the 
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date and time of the start of the detention, the length of the interrogation, the rest period 

between interrogation sessions, and the date and time when the accused person is brought 

before a judge. The records must be signed by the accused. 

 “Judicial officers” must insert page numbers on all interrogation papers as well as on all other 

documents in the case file. The Code also prohibits the use of “force, coercion, insulting 

language, leading questions and questions irrelevant to the charges” during interrogations. 

Answers by the accused person to such questions as well as coerced statements are not valid. 

Furthermore, the Code’s provisions on the conduct of the investigation prohibit all judicial 

authorities including the “judicial officers” from writing between the lines, removing words, 

or striking through the text in interrogation and investigation papers. Any corrections, including 

side notes, must be noted and signed by both the investigator and the accused person… The 

accused person’s responses to the questions asked during interrogations must be noted down 

without alterations or distortions. 

Right to a public hearing. 

 This right is recognized in Iranian law, including the Constitution and the CCP. However, 

vague and broadly defined circumstances in which the right to a public hearing can be restricted 

effectively allow judges to hold trials behind closed doors at will. The circumstances include 

some recognized as valid by international standards, such as the need to protect public order, 

but others are much broader, such as that an open hearing would “disturb religious or ethnic 

sentiments”.  

The main right during trial is the equality before the law and courts. Iran’s Constitution 

enshrines this principle, but includes significant qualifications that allow discrimination on 

various grounds. For example, the Civil Code denies women equal rights with men, including 

with respect to marriage, divorce, child custody and inheritance. The Islamic Penal Code 

assigns women a subordinate status to men. For example, it values a woman’s testimony at half 

that of a man’s in some proceedings. It also sets the age of criminal responsibility significantly 

lower for girls than for boys. Non-Muslims too are treated unequally. For instance, in some 

cases they are subject to heavier punishments than Muslims for the same offence. Independence 

of the judiciary. International standards enshrine the right to trial by a competent, independent 

and impartial tribunal. This right is reflected in Iran’s Constitution and the new CCP. However, 

the method of appointing the highest judicial authorities in Iran casts doubt over their 

independence as it effectively allows the executive branch to interfere in judicial affairs. Of 

particular concern is the scope of powers granted to the Head of the Judiciary, who is appointed 

by the head of state(the supreme leader). Moreover, the vetting process for recruiting judges 

runs contrary to international standards regarding qualification and selection as it allows the 

judiciary to exclude anyone who does not adhere to state sanctioned political and religious 

ideologies. Judges are also at risk of arbitrary dismissal based on vaguely worded offences that 

effectively enable the Supreme Disciplinary Court for Judges to arbitrarily dismiss them for 

conduct they find undesirable. A further flaw is Iran’s failure to ensure that qualified women 

and members of ethnic and religious minorities are appointed as judges in order to combat 

discrimination and grant equality in the justice system. 

CCP laws also allow for discrimination on the grounds of religion, political opinion and birth 

as they bar non Muslims, those born outside wedlock, and those critical of the political system 

from becoming judges. Right to be tried by an impartial court.  



  

18 
 

Iran’s laws on paper guarantee the impartiality of courts and other bodies exercising judicial 

functions. For instance, they provide for recusal of judicial authorities if their impartiality is 

doubted. However, the new CCP, similarly to the old Code, suffers from major flaws that 

undermine this principle of impartiality, including provisions that place the investigation of 

some offences under the remits of the trial court and the judges who will subsequently preside 

over the trial.  

A key problem is the criminal justice system’s heavy reliance on confessions as evidence. 

Moreover, the law fails to place the burden of proof that statements have been given voluntarily 

on the prosecution. Indeed, both the Islamic Penal Code and the CCP fail to clarify who bears 

the burden of proof and the standards of proof. Disproportionately long periods of pre-trail 

detention, as permitted under the new CCP, also undermine the principle of presumption of 

innocence. Iran’s Constitution declares confessions extracted under duress as void and 

inadmissible, in line with international standards. Other Iranian laws, including the Islamic 

Penal Code, have similar provisions. However, the law provides no details on what constitutes 

an involuntary statement or what procedures judges and prosecutors should follow to establish 

whether a statement is indeed lawful and admissible.  

 

Right to be present during trial and appeal. The new CCP provides for the right of the 

accused person to be present during trial and specifies measures to ensure that sufficient 

attempts are made to notify the accused person in sufficient time of the date of the hearing.  

However, it does not appear to provide for the same right during appeal as that the decision is 

left to the discretion of the court 

Trials, in particular in cases of political prisoners or those accused of national security-related 

offences, are often extremely brief, lasting only a few hours. 

Iran has ratified several international human rights treaties that guarantees, among other rights, 

the right to a fair trial. As a state party to these treaties, the Iranian authorities have pledged to 

uphold the fair trial rights guaranteed to all accused persons. 

Finally on impartiality of judges Article 372 of CCP prohibits judges from expressing any 

opinion that could imply the accused person’s guilt or innocence before the end of the 

proceedings and verdict. 

 

 

9-Sentences 

Sentences are as the case may be inter alia  as follows: 

1. Sentence to lashes; 

2. imprisonment of less than 3 months term which is changed to payment of money 

3. imprisonment of more than 3 months 

4. life imprisonment 

5. amputation 

6. death penalty by different means 

7. loss of job 

8. Fine-financial sentences 

9. exile 

10. administrative sentences 
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10-How can appeals be made? 

Appeal may be made from both investigators orders and verdict to the competent courts as 

well as apply for re trial in certain circumstances. 

Under Article 270, the accused can appeal the decisions of the investigator with regards to 

issuance of a detention order, its extension or if the investigator decides to maintain the 

detention order or aggravate other flight risk measures such as bail. The appeal request will 

be heard by the court that has jurisdiction to try the alleged offence in question 

The CCP does not make it clear whether the appeal will be heard by judges who will 

subsequently preside over the trial. This could adversely affect the impartiality of the court as 

required under international law and standards. It also remains silent on key issues, such as 

whether the appeal will be heard at an oral hearing, and whether the accused has the right to 

counsel and to present evidence. 

 Iranian law provides for this right for those convicted of criminal offences, but only for 

offences of a certain severity. The time limit for making appeal to decision of a court is 20 days 

from the date of receiving the verdict for those who are inside Iran and 2 months for those who 

are living outside the country.  

The county appeal court has jurisdiction to review the criminal verdicts issued by the Criminal 

Courts which are not yet final unless such verdict are falling under jurisdiction of the Supreme 

court as retrial appeals.2  

 The CCP provides for the right to appeal to a higher tribunal, but the appeal proceedings, 

particularly before the Supreme Court, raise concerns. For instance, those convicted of crimes 

punishable by irreversible punishments, including the death penalty and amputation, have 

access to just one level of appeal conducted in writing. Even if the Supreme Court overturns 

the sentence, the case is then sent back to a court of first instance that could insist on reissuing 

the same verdict. Despite the failure of the new CCP to address these and other shortcomings 

of the right to appeal, it did significantly improve the appeal process for those sentenced to 

death for drug-related offences as it repeals Article 32 of the Anti Narcotics Law, which had 

effectively taken away the right to appeal for such individuals.  

 

 

                                                
2 APPLICATION FOR RETRIAL  

Once convictions have been upheld and finalized, they may be implemented. However, the CCP allows the 

convicted individual, their lawyer or legal representative, the Prosecutor General and the Prosecutor overseeing 

implementation of sentences276 to submit an e’adeh dadresi (“application for retrial”) in limited circumstances. 

These circumstances, under Article 474 of the new CCP, are: 1) when a person has been convicted of murder and 

it comes to light that the deceased is in fact alive; 2) where multiple individuals are convicted of a crime but the 

nature of the commission of the offence is such that only one offender could have been involved; 3) where two 

individuals are separately convicted by different courts of the same offence and where the conflicting sentences 

indicate the innocence of one of the individuals; 4) where an individual has been issued with different sentences 

for the same offence; 5) where it is proved, in a court, that the basis of the sentence was forged documents or 

purged testimony; 6) where emergence of fresh evidence after the finalization of the sentence proves the innocence 

of the convicted individual; and 7) where the conduct for which someone has been sentenced is not a criminal 

offence or the punishment imposed exceeds the legal maximum. In addition to the normal avenues to file a request 

for retrial as listed under Article 474, there exists an exceptional route whereby the Head of the Judiciary can 

directly intervene in finalized cases and instruct the Supreme Court to overturn them and issue a new verdict. 
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11-What provision is there for reduction of sentence (remission) e.g. for good behaviour? 

If the accused person during trial confess or co-operate with the court his/her sentence may 

be reduced. 

It is also if during enforcement of the sentence the convicted person on a consistence basis acts 

in good behaviour or he is of a clear previous record as well as because of his character, 

personality, occupation, education and etc. the Prison Enforcement verdicts Judge may apply 

to the court which has issued the verdict to postpone the enforcement of the verdict or make it 

conditional ,  or to free the prisoner on bail, on parole, security, undertaking by depositing 

money or pledging monetary instruments  and even in some cases by gentleman agreement-

accused own bail.  

 

12-What provision is there for early release e.g. on parole? 

Please see No.11above 

 

13-What provision is there for clemency or pardon? 

In Iran a pardon  is a decision made by the Supreme Leader at the request of the head of the 

judiciary to allow a number of persons who has been convicted of a crime, and shown by good 

behavior that they are not any more a danger to the community and will observe and respect 

the public order, to be freed from the jail.  

IN practice  pardons are granted in special occasion such as the date of referendum on the 

Islamic Constitution or victory of the Islamic revolution when individuals have demonstrated 

that they have fulfilled their debt to society, or are otherwise considered to be deserving.  

14-What about any financial penalties? 

According to the criminal code and CCP financial penalties are not high. In general the detainee 

is responsible for payment of any financial penalties incurred. If he/she can not pay it in one 

go the court may divides it to a number of instalments otherwise they will be subject to jail. 

But nowadays the latter due to public policy will not be implemented. 

 

15-Is transfer to another prison within possible? 

Due to some consideration it may be possible but for the sake of security of the prisoner himself 

observance of some formalities are required such as co-ordinate with Enforcement Verdict 

Judge and taking note, registration in the prison book and properly recording the transfer from 

and to.  

One of the fundamental guarantees for protection of detainees and prisoners against torture and 

other ill-treatment and enforced disappearance is the requirement that people deprived of their 

liberty are held in a place of detention that is officially recognized. 

Furthermore, under the Executive By-law for Formation and Management of Police Detention 

Facilities and their Supervision, the officials of these detention facilities must record the names 

of all detainees admitted as well as any actions taken in relation to them, such as transfer to 

hospital or general detention centres, and submit them to the data and computing unit of the 

province’s Prisons Organization on a daily basis. Notwithstanding one may not be sure of non 

existence of secrete detention centres. 
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16-Is transfer to the UK a possibility?  

No since there is no any extradition treaty enforce between Iran and the UK. 

  

17-What are the procedures for release and deportation?  

No such provisions are foreseen under Iranian laws. 

 

 

Prisoners Abroad 
 

Since 1978 the charity Prisoners Abroad has offered practical support and advice to British 

citizens imprisoned overseas. It is the only UK charity providing this service and it is available 

to all, whether guilty or innocent, convicted or on remand. Prisoners Abroad is concerned with 

your health and welfare, both during your imprisonment and also on your return to the UK, 

through their resettlement service (if you have registered whilst in prison). They can also 

provide support and advice to your family during your imprisonment. In order to access any 

services, prisoners must first register with Prisoners Abroad by signing and returning their 

authorisation form. 

Once you seek help from Prisoners Abroad, the Prisoner & Family Support Service will be 

your point of contact for advice and information. The type of assistance they can offer will vary 

from country to country, but generally they can provide you with information, in English, on: 

 your rights as a prisoner and issues that may affect you such as health or transfer to 

the UK 

 obtaining magazines, newspapers, books and the regular Prisoners Abroad 

newsletter 

 writing to a pen pal  

 learning the language of your country of imprisonment  

 translation of documents  

 grants for food if you are in a developing country and don’t have funds from other 

sources 

 grants for essential medicines and toiletries if you don’t have funds from other 

sources  

 preparing for release 

 help for your loved ones, including information, family support groups and assistance 

with the cost of visiting 

Prisoners Abroad 

89 – 93 Fonthill Road 

London N4 3JH 

UK 

Telephone: 00 44 (0)20 7561 6820 or, for your relatives in the UK, Freephone 0808 172 

0098 

(Mondays to Fridays 9.30 am to 4.30 pm, UK time) 

Email: info@prisonersabroad.org.uk  

Website: www.prisonersabroad.org.uk  

mailto:info@prisonersabroad.org.uk
http://www.prisonersabroad.org.uk/
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ANNEX A 

 

Options to transfer funds to British Nationals Overseas via the Foreign, Commonwealth & 
Development Office  
Please note: we can only advance funds to the person overseas, once your payment has 
cleared in our account. 
 

1) ELECTRONIC BANK TRANSFERS: Contact your bank to arrange.   
A “BACS” transfer usually takes 3-5 working days to clear in our account. Some 
banks do not charge for this service.  If you have internet or telephone banking you 
may be able to arrange without visiting your bank. 
 
A “CHAPS” transfer is usually received in our account within 12-24 hours.  You will 
normally need to visit your bank to arrange and banks normally charge for this 
service. 
 
For both the above bank transfers you will need to include the following details: 

 
   Account Name           FCDO Multi Vote  

Account Number        10012362  
Sort Code                     60-70-80  
Bank Name    National Westminster Bank  
Bank Address       London Corporate Service Centre, CPB 

Services, 2nd Floor, 280    Bishopsgate, 
London, EC2M 4RB  

IBAN                  GB56NWBK60708010012362  
            SWIFT/BIC                 NWBKGB2L 
 

 
2) BY POST 

Payments by Postal Order, Bankers Draft or Building Society cheque should be 
crossed and make payable to “The Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office”.  
They should be sent to: 
 
Accounts Receivable 
Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office 
Corporate Service Centre 
PO Box 6108 
Milton Keynes 
MK10 1PX 
 
We recommend that you use Recorded or Special Delivery. 
Please ensure that you include a note briefly explaining who the money is for and 
why.  (Alternatively you may use the payment slip on next page.) 
 
 If you would like a receipt, please include a stamped addressed envelope.  

 
3) Please note that personal cheques can take up to 15 working days to process and 

clear before we can advance funds.  We do not accept Card payments, or cash sent 
in the post.  If you wish to pay by cash, you can take the money to our offices at 
Northgate House, Milton Keynes but will need to telephone first to make an 
appointment.   
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To: Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office 
 
Date:  

 
Please find enclosed funds for: 
 
Full Name: 
 
 
Country/place the above is in: 
 
 
Amount enclosed: 
 
 
Fee to be deducted: 
 
 
Payment method: 
 
 
My name is: 
 
 
My address is: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

25 
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 


