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Permitting decisions 
Variation  

We have decided to grant the variation for Woodhouse Fields Poultry Unit operated by Mr Jonathan Benbow. 

The variation number is EPR/TP3736MW/V005. 

We consider in reaching that decision we have taken into account all relevant considerations and legal 
requirements and that the permit will ensure that the appropriate level of environmental protection is provided. 

Purpose of this document 

This decision document provides a record of the decision making process. It: 

• highlights key issues in the determination 

• summarises the decision making process in the decision checklist to show how all relevant factors have 
been taken into account 

• shows how we have considered the consultation responses  

Unless the decision document specifies otherwise we have accepted the applicant’s proposals. 

Read the permitting decisions in conjunction with the environmental permit and the variation notice. The 
introductory note summarises what the variation covers.  

Key issues of the decision 

Industrial Emissions Directive (IED) 

The Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) (Amendment) Regulations 2013 were made on the 20 
February 2013 and came into force on 27 February 2013. These Regulations transpose the requirements of the 
IED.  

This permit implements the requirements of the European Union Directive on Industrial Emissions. 

 

Grade A Wood Burning 

The operator previously only used virgin wood as fuel for the biomass boilers and this was included in the permit 
as a directly associated activity.  

The operator has applied to use grade A recycled waste wood as fuel for 8 biomass boilers with a net rated 
thermal input of 1.792 MWth. Where virgin and waste wood are mixed the fuel is all considered a waste. 

The biomass boilers are to be fed by a mixture of grade A wood and virgin wood.   
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Grade A wood definition 

“grade A waste wood” means visibly ‘clean’ recycled waste wood mainly originating from packaging waste, 
pallets, packing cases and process off-cuts from the manufacture of untreated wood products. As defined in BSI 
PAS 111: 2012. 

The total capacity of the installation biomass boilers using grade A wood is 480 kg/hour. 

As the activity does not meet the criteria of a U4 waste exemption it will fall under section 5.1 B) (a) (v) of the 
Environmental Permitting Regulations ‘The incineration in a small waste incineration plant with an aggregated 
capacity of 50kgs or more per hour of the following waste – wood waste with the exception of waste which may 
contain halogenated organic compounds or heavy metals as a result of treatment with wood preservatives or 
coatings’. 

A site specific description of waste source, and procedure have been reviewed and accepted as satisfactory to 
ensure that only grade A waste wood will be accepted.  

The operator will only be permitted to accept this waste type. Table S2.2 of the permit includes relevant waste 
wood and descriptions. We are satisfied that the waste wood is from a manufacturing source and that it will not 
be contaminated.  There will be no change to the storage location or quantity for biomass fuel (including waste).  
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Decision checklist  

Aspect considered Decision 

Receipt of application 

Confidential information A claim for commercial or industrial confidentiality has not been made. 

Identifying confidential 
information  

We have not identified information provided as part of the application that we 
consider to be confidential.  

Consultation 

Consultation 

 

The consultation requirements were identified in accordance with the 
Environmental Permitting Regulations and our public participation statement. 

The application was publicised on the GOV.UK website. 

We consulted the following organisations: 

- Local Authority Environmental Health Department. 

- Health and Safety Executive. 

No responses were received. 

Operating techniques 

General operating 
techniques 

 

We have reviewed the techniques used by the operator and compared these with 
the relevant guidance notes and we consider them to represent appropriate 
techniques for the facility. 

The operating techniques that the applicant must use are specified in table S1.2 in 
the environmental permit. 

The operating techniques are as follows: 

• the fuel is derived from virgin timber and grade A waste wood. 

The proposed techniques for priorities for control are in line with the benchmark 
levels contained in the Sector Guidance Note EPR6.09 and we consider them to 
represent appropriate techniques for the facility. The permit conditions ensure 
compliance with relevant BREFs. 

Permit conditions 

Updating permit conditions 
during consolidation 

 

We have updated permit conditions to those in the current generic permit template 
as part of permit consolidation. The conditions will provide the same level of 
protection as those in the previous permits. 

Use of conditions other 
than those from the 
template 

Based on the information in the application, we consider that we do not need to 
impose conditions other than those in our permit template. 

Raw materials 

 

We have specified limits and controls on the use of raw materials and fuels.  

We have specified that only biomass chips or pellets comprising virgin timber, 
straw, miscanthus, grade A waste wood; or a combination of these, are acceptable. 
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Aspect considered Decision 

Waste types 

 

We have specified the permitted waste types, descriptions and quantities, which 
can be accepted at the regulated facility. 

We are satisfied that the operator can accept these wastes for the following 
reasons:  

• they are suitable for the proposed activities  

• the proposed infrastructure is appropriate; and 

• the environmental risk assessment is acceptable. 

Emission limits No emission limits have been added, amended or deleted as a result of this 
variation. 

Operator competence 

Management system There is no known reason to consider that the operator will not have the 
management system to enable it to comply with the permit conditions. 

Growth Duty 

Section 108 Deregulation 
Act 2015 – Growth duty  

We have considered our duty to have regard to the desirability of promoting 
economic growth set out in section 108(1) of the Deregulation Act 2015 and the 
guidance issued under section 110 of that Act in deciding whether to grant this 
permit.  

 

Paragraph 1.3 of the guidance says: 

  

“The primary role of regulators, in delivering regulation, is to achieve the 
regulatory outcomes for which they are responsible. For a number of regulators, 
these regulatory outcomes include an explicit reference to development or 
growth. The growth duty establishes economic growth as a factor that all specified 
regulators should have regard to, alongside the delivery of the protections set out 
in the relevant legislation.” 

 

We have addressed the legislative requirements and environmental standards to 
be set for this operation in the body of the decision document above. The 
guidance is clear at paragraph 1.5 that the growth duty does not legitimise non-
compliance and its purpose is not to achieve or pursue economic growth at the 
expense of necessary protections. 

 

We consider the requirements and standards we have set in this permit are 
reasonable and necessary to avoid a risk of an unacceptable level of pollution. This 
also promotes growth amongst legitimate operators because the standards applied 
to the operator are consistent across businesses in this sector and have been set to 
achieve the required legislative standards. 
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Consultation  

The following summarises the responses to consultation with other organisations, our notice on GOV.UK for the 
public, and the way in which we have considered these in the determination process. 

Responses not received 

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) and the Director of Public Health were consulted, however consultation 
responses from these parties were not received. 

Web publicising 

This proposal was publicised on the Gov.uk website between 05 October 2017 and 02 November 2017, but no 
representations were received during this period. 

 


