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Financial reporting orders 
 
About this guidance  
Financial reporting 
orders in England and 
Wales 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in Scotland 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in Northern 
Ireland 
 
How to make a financial 
reporting order 
 
The effects of a financial 
reporting order 
 
Varying or revoking a 
financial reporting order 
 
Verifying and disclosing 
a financial reporting 
order 
 

This guidance tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Criminal and Financial 
Investigations (CFI) teams about financial reporting orders. 
 
It is based on the Serious Organised Crime and Police Act 2005 (SOCPA).  
 
It includes: 
 

 financial reporting orders in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland 
 how to make a financial reporting order 
 the effects of a financial reporting order 
 varying or revoking a financial reporting order 
 verifying and disclosing a financial reporting order 

 
Changes to this guidance – This page tells you what has changed since the previous 
version of this guidance. 
 
Contacts – This page tells you who to contact for help if your senior caseworker or line 
manager can’t answer your question. 
 
Information owner – This page tells you about this version of the guidance and who owns it.  
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Financial reporting orders 

Changes to this guidance 

About this guidance 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in England and 
Wales 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in Scotland 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in Northern 
Ireland 
 
How to make a financial 
reporting order 
 
The effects of a financial 
reporting order 
 
Varying or revoking a 
financial reporting order 
 
Verifying and disclosing 
a financial reporting 
order 
 

This page lists changes to the ‘financial reporting orders’ guidance, with the most recent at 
the top. 
 

Date of the change Details of the change 

21 May 2015 Change request: 
 

 Minor housekeeping changes throughout 
27 March 2014 Six month review by the modernised guidance 

team: 
 

 No changes. 
24 September 2013 Completely revised by the modernised 

guidance team. 
 

See also 
Contact 
Information owner 
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Financial reporting orders 

Financial reporting orders in England and Wales 

About this guidance 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in Scotland 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in Northern 
Ireland 
 
How to make a financial 
reporting order 
 
The effects of a financial 
reporting order 
 
Varying or revoking a 
financial reporting order 
 
Verifying and disclosing 
a financial reporting 
order 
 
 

This section tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Criminal and Financial 
Investigations (CFI) teams   when a financial reporting order can be made in England and 
Wales under the Serious Organised Crime and Police Act 2005 (SOCPA).  
hen an order can be made 
The legislation 
Under section 76 of SOCPA a court can make a financial reporting order when sentencing 
or otherwise dealing with someone who has been convicted of an offence in the following 
categories: 
 
Legislation The offence 

Fraud Act 2006 Section 1 – fraud. 
Section 11 - obtaining services dishonestly.  

Common law offence Conspiracy to defraud. 
Cheating in relation to the public revenue. 

Theft Act 1968 Section 17 - false accounting. 
Proceeds of Crime Act 
2002  
 

Schedule 2 – lifestyle offences. 
Section 329 - acquisition, use and possession of criminal 
property. 

Bribery Act 2010 Section 1 - offences of bribing another person. 
Section 2 - offences relating to being bribed. 
Section 6 - bribery of foreign public officials. 

Criminal Justice Act 1988 Section 93A - assisting another to retain the benefit of 
criminal conduct. 
Section 93B - acquisition, possession or use of proceeds of 
criminal conduct. 
Section 93C - concealing or transferring proceeds of 
criminal conduct. 

Drug Trafficking Act 1994 Section 49 - concealing or transferring proceeds of drug 
trafficking. 

External links 
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Section 50 - assisting another person to retain the benefit of 
drug trafficking. 
Section 51 - acquisition, possession or use of proceeds of 
drug trafficking. 

Terrorism Act 2000 Section 15 - fund-raising.  
Section 16 - use and possession. 
Section 17 - funding arrangements. 
Section 18 - money laundering. 

Customs & Excise 
Management Act 1979 

Section 170 - fraudulent evasion of duty. 

Value Added Tax Act 1994 Section 72 – offences. 
Taxes Management Act 
1970 

Section 106A - fraudulent evasion of income tax. 

Tax Credits Act 2002 Section 35 - tax credit fraud. 
 
For more information on all these acts, see related links: 
 
It is also considered an offence to: 
 

 conspire 
 attempt 
 incite 
 aid 
 abet any of the above 

 
The court can only make a financial reporting order when it is satisfied the risk of the person 
committing another of the offences mentioned above is sufficiently high to justify making a 
financial reporting order. 
 
SOCPA does not provide guidance about what is a sufficiently high risk. It is left entirely up 
to the judge’s discretion. 
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The financial reporting order 
A financial reporting order: 
 

 comes into force when it is made 
 is valid for the period detailed in the order, starting on the date it is made 

 
If a financial reporting order is made by a magistrates' court, the period must not exceed five 
years. 
 
Otherwise the period must not exceed: 
 

 20 years if the person is sentenced to imprisonment for life 
 15 years in all other cases 
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Financial reporting orders 

Financial reporting orders in Scotland 

About this guidance 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in England and 
Wales 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in Northern 
Ireland 
 
How to make a financial 
reporting order 
 
The effects of a financial 
reporting order 
 
Varying or revoking a 
financial reporting order 
 
Verifying and disclosing 
a financial reporting 
order 
 
 
 

This page tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Criminal and Financial 
Investigations (CFI) teams when a financial reporting order can be made in Scotland under 
the Serious Organised Crime and Police Act 2005 (SOCPA).  
 
The legislation 
Under section 77 of SOCPA a court can make a financial reporting order when sentencing 
or otherwise dealing with someone convicted of an offence: 
 

 at common law, the offence of fraud 
 named in schedule 4 of the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 - these are lifestyle offences 
 in the Bribery Act 2010 under section: 
o 1 - offences of bribing another person 
o 2 - offences relating to being bribed 
o 6 - bribery of foreign public officials 

 
 
The court can only make a financial reporting order when it is satisfied the risk of the person 
committing another of the offences mentioned above is sufficiently high to justify making a 
financial reporting order. 
 
The financial reporting order 
A financial reporting order: 
 

 comes into force when it is made 
 is valid for the period detailed in the order, starting on the date it is made 

 
If a financial reporting order is made by the sheriff, the period must not exceed 5 years. 
 
If a financial reporting order is made by the High Court of Justiciary, the period must not 
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exceed: 
 

 20 years if the person is sentenced to imprisonment for life 
 15 years in all other cases 
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Financial reporting orders 

Financial reporting orders in Northern Ireland 

About this guidance 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in England and 
Wales 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in Scotland 
 
How to make a financial 
reporting order 
 
The effects of a financial 
reporting order 
 
Varying or revoking a 
financial reporting order 
 
Verifying and disclosing 
a financial reporting 
order 
 
 

This page tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Criminal and Financial 
Investigations (CFI) teams when a financial reporting order can be made in Northern Ireland 
under the Serious Organised Crime and Police Act 2005 (SOCPA).  
 
The legislation 
Section 78 of SOCPA states a court can make a financial reporting order when sentencing 
or otherwise dealing with someone convicted of: 
 

 an offence in the Fraud Act 2006, under section: 
o 1 - fraud 
o 11 - obtaining services dishonestly 

 lifestyle offences named in schedule 5 of the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002  
  
 
The court can only make a financial reporting order when it is satisfied the risk of the person 
committing another of the offences mentioned above is sufficiently high to justify making a 
financial reporting order. 
 
The financial reporting order 
A financial reporting order: 
 

 comes into force when it is made 
 is valid for the period detailed in the order, starting on the date it is made 

 
If a financial reporting order is made by a magistrates' court, or by the county court on 
appeal, the period must not be more than 5 years. 
 
Otherwise the period must not exceed: 
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 20 years if the person is sentenced to imprisonment for life 
 15 years in all other cases 
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Financial reporting orders 

How to make a financial reporting order 

About this guidance 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in England and 
Wales 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in Scotland 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in Northern 
Ireland 
 
The effects of a financial 
reporting order 
 
Varying or revoking a 
financial reporting order 
 
Verifying and disclosing 
a financial reporting 
order 
  

This page tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Criminal and Financial 
Investigations (CFI) teams who to contact if you want to make a financial reporting order.  
 
Under the Serious Organised Crime and Police Act 2005 you must make sure a court is 
sentencing or otherwise dealing with someone convicted of an offence that allows you to 
apply for a financial reporting order against them.  
 
For more information see: 
 

 Financial reporting orders in England and Wales 
 Financial reporting orders in Scotland 
 Financial reporting orders in Northern Ireland 

 
For more information on the legislation see data protection. 
 
Due to the type of investigations carried out by criminal investigators and staff working in 
crime teams in the enforcement and crime group the offence is usually money laundering. 
 

Official sensitive – do not disclose – start of section 
 
The information on this page has been removed as it is restricted for internal Home Office 
use. 

Official sensitive – do not disclose – end of section 
 
You must access the college of policing (formerly the national policing improvement agency) 
financial investigation support system (FISS) website for more information on: 
 

 guidance 

In this section  
The effects of a financial 
reporting order 
 
External links 
Section 81 Serious 
Organised Crime and 
Police Act 2005  
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 financial reporting order templates 
 case law 
 contacts 
 useful updates 

 
Access to FISS is only provided to AFIs. To access FISS, see AFI college of policing FISS 
log in. 
 

Official sensitive – do not disclose – start of section 
 
The information on this page has been removed as it is restricted for internal Home Office 
use. 

Official sensitive – do not disclose – end of section 
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Financial reporting orders 

The effects of a financial reporting order 

About this guidance 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in England and 
Wales 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in Scotland 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in Northern 
Ireland 
 
How to make a financial 
reporting order 
 
Varying or revoking a 
financial reporting order 
 
Verifying and disclosing 
a financial reporting 
order 
 
 

This page tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Criminal and Financial 
Investigations (CFI) teams what a person must do when a financial reporting order is made 
against them. 
 
Under section 79 of the Serious Organised Crime and Police Act 2005 when a financial 
reporting order has been made the person it has been made against must: 
 

 make a report for the period named on the order 
 detail, in the way stated in the financial reporting order, their financial affairs relating to 

the period in question 
 include any specified documents with each report 
 make each report to the specified person 

 
For a definition of ‘specified person’, see Verifying and disclosing a financial reporting order. 
 
What happens if the order is not complied with 
If the person, without a reasonable excuse, includes false or misleading information in a 
report, or otherwise fails to comply with any requirement of the financial reporting order they 
are guilty of an offence and are liable on summary conviction to either: 
 

 imprisonment for up to: 
o 51 weeks in England and Wales 
o 12 months in Scotland 
o six months in Northern Ireland 

 a fine 
 both 

 

Related links 
Verifying and disclosing 
a financial reporting 
order 
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Financial reporting orders 

Varying or revoking a financial reporting order 

About this guidance 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in England and 
Wales 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in Scotland 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in Northern 
Ireland 
 
How to make a financial 
reporting order 
 
The effects of a financial 
reporting order 
 
Verifying and disclosing 
a financial reporting 
order 
 
 

This page tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Criminal and Financial 
Investigations (CFI) teams when a financial reporting order can be varied or revoked. 
 
Under section 80 of the Serious Organised Crime and Police Act 2005 a financial reporting 
order can be varied or revoked.  
 
Although the act does not tell you what could support an application by either party or what 
the court needs to consider in deciding whether to grant an application there must be a good 
reason, for example a change of circumstances, to justify the variation of an order. 
 
An application to vary or revoke a financial reporting order must be made by the person: 
 

 it was made against 
 who applied for the financial reporting order to: 
o the court which made the order 
o the court which originally sentenced the person if the order was made on appeal 
o any magistrates' court acting in the same local justice area (or in Northern Ireland 

for the same county court division) as that court 
 

The last two sub bullet points do not apply to Scotland. 
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Financial reporting orders 

Verifying and disclosing a financial reporting order 

About this guidance 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in England and 
Wales 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in Scotland 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in Northern 
Ireland 
 
How to make a financial 
reporting order 
 
The effects of a financial 
reporting order 
 
Varying or revoking a 
financial reporting order 
 
 

This page tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Criminal and Financial 
Investigations (CFI) teamsu when to verify and disclose a financial reporting order. 
 
Under section 81 of the Serious Organised Crime and Police Act 2005 ‘the specified person’ 
means the person who reports under a financial reporting order are made to. The specified 
person may disclose a report to any person they think will: 
 

 check the accuracy of: 
o the report 
o any other report made from the same order 

 discover the true position of a person’s financial affairs 
 help combat crime through the: 
o prevention 
o detection 
o investigation 
o prosecution of criminal offences whether in the UK or elsewhere 

 help combat crime through the: 
o prevention 
o detection 
o investigation of conduct for which penalties other than criminal penalties are given 

under the law of any part of the UK or of any country or territory outside the UK 
 
You do not breach any: 
 

 obligation of confidence owed by the person making the disclosure 
 other restriction on the disclosure of information, however it is imposed 

 
You must not breach the Data Protection Act 1998 and disclose personal information.  
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Financial reporting orders 

Contact 

About this guidance 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in England and 
Wales 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in Scotland 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in Northern 
Ireland 
 
How to make a financial 
reporting order 
 
The effects of a financial 
reporting order 
 
Varying or revoking a 
financial reporting order 
 
Verifying and disclosing 
a financial reporting 
order 
 
 

This page tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Criminal and Financial 
Investigations (CFI) teams who to contact for more help with a specific case that involves 
financial reporting orders. 
 

If you have read this guidance and still need more help with this topic, you must ask your 
line manager first.  
 

Official sensitive – do not disclose – start of section 
 
The information on this page has been removed as it is restricted for internal Home Office 
use. 
 

Official sensitive – do not disclose – end of section 
 
Changes to this guidance can only be made by the guidance, rules and forms team 
(GRaFT).  If you think the policy content needs amending you must contact the policy team 
who will ask the GRaFT to update the guidance, if appropriate. 
 
The GRaFT will accept direct feedback on broken links, missing information or the format, 
style and navigability of this guidance. You can send these by Email: Guidance – making 
changes.  
 

Related links 
Changes to this 
guidance 
 
Information owner 
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Financial reporting orders 

Information owner  

About this guidance 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in England and 
Wales 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in Scotland 
 
Financial reporting 
orders in Northern 
Ireland 
 
How to make a financial 
reporting order 
 
The effects of a financial 
reporting order 
 
Varying or revoking a 
financial reporting order 
 
Verifying and disclosing 
a financial reporting 
order 
 
How to make a financial 
reporting order 
 

This page tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Criminal and Financial 
Investigations (CFI) teams about this version of the ‘Financial reporting orders’ guidance and 
who owns it.  
 

Version 4.0 
Published for Home 
Office staff on 

21 May 2015 

Policy owner Official – sensitive: information removed 
Cleared by director Official – sensitive: information removed 

 
Director’s role Official – sensitive: information removed 

 
Clearance date 19 September 2013 
This version approved for 
publication by: 

Official – sensitive: information removed 

Approval’s role Official – sensitive: information removed 
Approval date 13 May 2015 

 
Changes to this guidance can only be made by the guidance, rules and forms team 
(GRaFT). If you think the policy content needs amending you must contact the policy team 
who will ask the GRaFT to update the guidance, if appropriate. 
  

The GRaFT will accept direct feedback on broken links, missing information or the format, 
style and navigability of this guidance. You can Email: Guidance – making changes. 

Related links 
Changes to this 
guidance 
 
Contact 
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