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The Qualification 

 

Overall Objective for the Qualifications 

 

This handbook relates to the following qualification: 

 

 Level 3 Certificate in Small Arms Instruction 

 

The key purpose of qualifications is to show clearly the knowledge, skills and attributes that 

an individual has gained, especially to inform prospective employers and future providers of 

small arms instruction 

 

Pre-entry Requirements 

 

There are no pre-entry requirements for this qualification. 

 
Unit Content and Rules of Combination 
 

This qualification is made up of a total of 6 mandatory units.  To be awarded this qualification 

the candidate must achieve a total of 15 credits as shown in the table below. 

 

 

Mandatory   

Units 

  

Unit Reference 

Number 

Unit Title  

Level 

GLH TQT Credit 

Value 

H/615/5993 Understand weapon technical details 
 
3 

 
30 40 4 

 
K/615/5994 

 
Plan and prepare for Small Arms 

instruction 

 
3 

 
20 30 3 

 
M/615/5995 

 
Safe stripping and assembly of a 

weapon 

 
3 

 
20 30 3 

 
T/615/5996 

 
Safe use of ammunition and 

containers 

 
3 

 
5 10 1 

A/615/5997 Load, ready, unload and make safe 
 
3 

 
14 20 2 

F/615/5998 Weapon cleaning and maintenance 
 
3 

 
17 20 2 
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Age Restriction 
 
This qualification is available to learners aged 18 years and over. 
 
 
Opportunities for Progression 
 
There are no recognised progression opportunities for this qualification. 

 

Exemption 
 
No exemptions have been identified. 
 
Credit Transfer 
 
Credits from identical RQF units that have already been achieved by the learner may be 

transferred.  
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Qualification Units 
 
URN: H/615/5993 

Title: Understand weapon technical details 

Level: 3 

Credit value: 4 

GLH 30 

TQT 40 

Learning outcomes 
 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
 
The learner can: 

 

1. Understand 
technical data of the 
weapon 
 

1.1 Explain the weapons technical details 
  

1.2 Explain the firing characteristics of the weapon 
 

1.3 Explain the weapon ancillaries and operating weight 

2. Understand the 
weapon sighting 
systems 

2.1 Explain the Sighting system(s) that are fitted to the 
weapon  

Additional information about the unit  

Unit aim(s) This unit is about understanding the 
weapons technical data and its sighting 
system. 

Unit expiry date 31 March 2022 

Name of the organisation submitting the 
unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 

Availability for use Restricted 
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URN: K/615/5994 

Title: Plan and prepare for Small Arms instruction 

Level: 3 

Credit value: 3 

GLH 20 

TQT 30 

Learning outcomes 
 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
 
The learner can: 

 

1. Be able to plan 
weapon instruction 
 

1.1 Explain the importance of having a recognised Small 
Arms School Corps (SASC)  qualification 
  

1.2 Explain the importance of using the latest amended 
documentation prior to conducting weapon instruction 

 

1.3 Prepare communication instructions 
 

1.4 Provide a suitable place to conduct small arms 
training  

2. Be able to prepare 
weapon instruction 

2.1 Seek authority to conduct weapon training and instruction 
 
2.2 Prepare weapon lesson plans in line with organisational 

procedures 
 
2.3 Provide a suitable facility to conduct weapon training 
 
2.4 Obtain suitable stores and equipment for small arms 

training2.5 Prepare the facility for weapons instruction in 
line with organisational procedures 

Additional information about the unit  

Unit aim(s) This unit is about being able to plan, 
obtain the correct stores, instructional 
aids, prepare classrooms and areas to 
conduct safe weapon instruction. 

Unit expiry date 31 March 2022 

Name of the organisation submitting the 
unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 

Availability for use Restricted 
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URN: M/615/5995 

Title: Safe stripping and assembly of a weapon 

Level: 3 

Credit value: 3 

GLH 20 

TQT 30 

Learning outcomes 
 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
 
The learner can: 

 

1. Understand the 
importance of 
conducting Normal 
Safety Precautions 
(NSPs) 
 
 

1.1 Explain the importance of conducting NSPs prior to and 
after small arms Instruction 
 

1.2 Explain the importance of reporting optical sight damage 
and breakages 

 

2. Be able to conduct 
NSPs before, during 
and after small arms 
instruction 

2.1 Demonstrate NSPs in line with organisational procedures 
 
2.2 Demonstrate safe handling of the weapon system with no 

magazine fitted 

3. Be able to conduct 
Small Arms Instruction 

3.1 Explain the weapon systems characteristics 
 
3.2 Explain the main exterior parts of the weapon system 
 
3.3 Explain the main internal parts of the weapon system 

4. Be able to instruct 
on the weapon sighting 
systems  

4.1 Explain the weapons optical sighting system(s) fitted to the 
weapon 

 
4.2 Explain the weapons iron sighting system fitted to the 

weapon 
 
4.3 Demonstrate the removal of the weapons sighting systems 

using the correct maintenance tools 
 
 

5. Be able to instruct 
on stripping and 
assembly  of the 
weapon 

5.1 Explain the importance of the weapon maintenance kit 
 
5.2 Explain the contents of the weapon maintenance kit 
 
5.3 Explain the importance of only stripping the weapon as far 

as taught 
 
5.4 Explain the importance of keeping weapons clean and 

serviceable 
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5.5 Carry out stripping of the weapon system in line with 
organisational procedures 

 
5.6 Carry out the assembly of the weapon system in line with 

organisational procedures 
 
5.7 Explain the importance of the weapon function test 
 
5.7 Demonstrate the weapon function test 
 

 

Additional information about the unit  

Unit aim(s) This unit is about understanding the normal 
safety precautions prior to, during and after 
using a weapon, being able to strip and 
assemble the weapon.  

Unit expiry date 31 March 2022 

Name of the organisation submitting the 
unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 

Availability for use Restricted 
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URN: T/615/5996 

Title: Safe use of ammunition and containers 

Level: 3 

Credit value: 1 

GLH 5 

TQT 10 

Learning outcomes 
 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
 
The learner can: 

 

1. Be able to describe 
ammunition types and 
containers  

1.1 Conduct NSPs 
 
1.2 Explain the types of ammunition used with the weapon 

system 
 
1.3 Explain the main types of containers used in the carriage 

of ammunition 
 

1.4 Explain the care of ammunition and magazines 

2. Be able to instruct 
on magazine filling 

2.1 Explain the methods of filling magazines 
 
2.2 Demonstrate the methods of filling weapon magazines 
 
2.3 Demonstrate the methods of emptying weapon magazine 
  

 

3. Be able to instruct 
on weapon sight 
setting 

3.1 Explain the weapon sight settings using optical sights 
 
3.2 Demonstrate sight setting using optical sights 
 
3.3 Explain the weapon sight setting using iron sights  
 
3.4 Demonstrate the weapon sight setting using iron sights 

Additional information about the unit  

Unit aim(s) This unit is about being able to describe 
the main types of ammunition and 
containers used. Filling magazines 
correctly and instructing on weapon sight 
setting.   

Unit expiry date 31 March 2022 

Name of the organisation submitting the 
unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 
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Availability for use Restricted 
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URN: A/615/5997 

Title: Load, ready, unload and make safe 

Level: 3 

Credit value: 2 

GLH 14 

TQT 20 

Learning outcomes 
 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
 
The learner can: 

 

1. Be able to instruct 
on loading the weapon  

1.1 Conduct NSPs in line with organisational requirements 
 
1.2 Explain the importance of not striking the magazine when 

loading the weapon 
 

1.3 On the command “LOAD” bring the weapon to the 
horizontal position 

 
1.4 Load the weapon in line with safety requirements 
 
1.5 Confirm magazine security 

 
1.6 Fasten pouches and hold the weapon correctly 
 

2. Be able to instruct 
on making the weapon 
ready 

2.1 On the command “READY” Adopt the alert position 
 
2.2 Check the weapons safety settings 
 
2.3 Check the weapons change leaver is at “R” 
 
2.4 Set the weapons sights to battle settings 
 
2.5 Cock the weapon 
 
2.6 Confirm the working parts have engaged within the 

weapon 
 
2.7 Confirm the finger is clear from the trigger and placed 

along the trigger guard 
 

3. Be able to instruct 
on unloading the 
weapon 

3.1 Explain the importance of not tilting the weapon to the left 
during the unload 

 
3.2 Explain the importance of unloading in darkness or thick 

vegetation 
 
3.3 On the Command “UNLOAD” bring the weapon into the 
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horizontal position  
 
3.4 Set the safety catch in the  safe position and open the 

pouch  
 
3.5 Tilt the weapon to the right  and remove the magazine 
 
3.6 Carry out the inspection of the weapon body 
 
3.7 Allow the working parts to go forward on the cocking 

handle 
 
3.8 Place the safety catch to Fire “F” and operate the trigger 
 
3.9 Return the safety catch to safe “S” 
 
3.10 Close covers and collect ejected round, return to the  

magazine and fasten the pouch 

4. Be able to instruct 
on making the weapon 
safe 

4.1 On the command “MAKE SAFE” confirm that the weapon 
is UNLOADED and RELOADED as taught 

 
4.2 Confirm by practice leaving the weapon unloaded 

5. Be able to instruct 
safe handling of a 
weapon with a 
magazine fitted 

5.1 Explain the importance of keeping the weapon LOADED 
until ordered to UNLOAD 

 
5.2 Explain the persons responsibility for keeping the weapon 

safe at all times 
 
5.3 Explain the persons responsibility for safe handling of the 

weapon at all times 
 
5.4 Confirm by practicing the LOAD, READY, MAKE SAFE 

and UNLOAD 
 
5.5 Observe individuals handing over weapons to others 

Additional information about the unit  

Unit aim(s) This unit is about loading the weapons, 
making the weapon ready and unloading 
and making it safe.  

Unit expiry date 31 March 2022 

Name of the organisation submitting the 
unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 

Availability for use Restricted 

 
 
 
 
 
 



12 

 

URN: F/615/5998 

Title: Weapon cleaning and maintenance 

Level: 3 

Credit value: 2 

GLH 17 

TQT 20 

Learning outcomes 
 
The learner will: 

Assessment criteria 
 
The learner can: 

 

1. Understand weapon 
cleaning and 
maintenance 
 

1.1 Explain the need to clean and maintain weapons 
 
1.2 Explain the effect that  adverse weather conditions can 

have on weapons 
 
1.3 Explain the soldiers duty in maintaining their personal 

weapon 
 

1.4  Explain the contents of weapon maintenance kit as 
issued as part of the weapon system 

 
1.5  Explain the main causes of stoppages 

 
1.6  Explain the issued spare parts 
 

2. Be able to instruct 
on the use of the 
weapon Maintenance 
kit 

2.1 Conduct NSPs 
 
2.2 Strip the weapon for cleaning as taught 
 
2.3 Demonstrate the use of the cleaning equipment in line 

with operational requirements 
 
2.4 Observe cleaning of weapon 

3. Be able to instruct 
on how to inspect the 
weapon for damage 

3.1 Inspect the bolt and carrier for damage 
 
3.2 Inspect the Trigger Mechanism Housing (TMH) for 

damage 
 
3.3 Inspect the weapons body for damage 
 
3.4 Inspect the weapons gas system for damage 
 
3.5 Inspect the weapons magazines for damage 
 
3.6 Explain the training rules for maintaining weapons 
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Additional information about the unit  

Unit aim(s) This unit is about understanding the need 
to clean and maintain the weapon using 
the correct tools and equipment issued 
with the weapon 

Unit expiry date 31 March 2022 

Name of the organisation submitting the 
unit 

Defence Awarding Organisation 

Availability for use Restricted 

 


