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Information request 
 
“Following the TV programme benefits and proud I would like to know the 
following:- 
 
the number of claimants who are claiming benefits by amount per year  
 
ie £60000 x 25 
 
this is down to the least amount  
 
as this is real time stats/ payments it  should  be a quick SQL query in to the 
system to pull off the figures. No names or locations are required. ” 

 

DWP response 
 
In response to your question, entitlement to many benefits is based on the 
circumstances of a benefit unit, rather than the individual. A benefit unit is 
defined as a single adult or a married or cohabiting couple and any dependent 
children. Therefore it is more appropriate for the analysis requested to be 
presented at benefit unit level rather than individual level.  
 
The figures below are derived from the Family Resources Survey (FRS) and 
include income from the full range of benefits, for all ages, including income-
related and non-income related working age benefits, disability benefits, 
retirement pension, child benefit etc., as well as tax credits.  
 
The FRS records weekly income from benefits and these figures have been 
annualised for the purpose of the analysis reported below. These annualised 
figures may overstate income actually received from benefits over the course 
of a year. This is because not all benefits (e.g. Job Seekers Allowance) will be 
in payment continuously over the course of a year. No adjustment has been 
made to account for benefit units receiving a particular benefit for only a 
portion of the year.  
 
Note following standard FRS practice, the figures have been rounded to the 
nearest 100,000. This would result in a number between 50,000 and 149,999 



being rounded to 100,000 while a number between 150,000 and 249,999 
would be rounded to 200,000. 
 
Frequency of benefit units by amount of benefit received 2011/2012 
 

Value of benefits and Tax Credits (per year) Estimate 
£1000 (greater than £0) 1,000,000 

£1000 to £1999 3,200,000 
£2000 to £2999 1,300,000 
£3000 to £3999 800,000 
£4000 to £4999 700,000 
£5000 to £5999 1,200,000 
£6000 to £6999 1,300,000 
£7000 to £7999 1,300,000 
£8000 to £8999 1,300,000 
£9000 to £9999 1,200,000 

£10000 to £10999 1,200,000 
£11000 to £11999 1,000,000 
£12000 to £12999 900,000 
£13000 to £13999 800,000 
£14000 to £14999 600,000 
£15000 to £15999 500,000 
£16000 to £16999 400,000 
£17000 to £17999 300,000 
£18000 to £18999 300,000 
£19000 to £19999 200,000 
£20000 to £20999 200,000 
£21000 to £21999 100,000 
£22000 to £22999 100,000 
£23000 to £23999 100,000 
£24000 to £24999 100,000 
£25000 to £29999 100,000 
£30000 or more 100,000 

Total in receipt 20,400,000 

 
 
Source: Family Resources Survey, 2011/2012 
 
Notes: 

1. The FRS is a nationally representative sample of approximately 20,000 
UK private households. 

2. Data for 2011/2012, the latest year available, was collected between 
April 2011 and March 2012.   

3. The figures from the FRS are based on a sample of households which 
have been adjusted for non-response using multi-purpose grossing 



factors which align the estimates to Government Office Region 
populations by age and sex.  Estimates are subject to sampling error 
and remaining non-response error.   

4. A benefit unit is defined as a single adult or a married or cohabiting 
couple and any dependent children.  An adult is defined as those 
individuals aged 16 or over, unless defined as a dependent child.  An 
individual may be defined as a child if aged 16-19 years old and they 
are not married nor in a Civil Partnership nor living with a partner; and 
living with parents; and in full-time non-advanced education or in 
unwaged government training.   

5. Figures are rounded to the nearest 100,000 and may not sum due to 
rounding. 

6. The FRS is known to under-record benefit receipt and so the estimates 
presented should be treated with caution. More information can be 
found in chapter 7 of the FRS publication:  

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
206887/frs_2011_12_report.pdf 
 
 


