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	Dana Petroleum (E&P) Limited (Dana)
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	Project Description
The Harris and Barra fields are located approximately 93 kilometres (km) northeast of the Shetland Isles in a water depth of approximately 153 metres (m). The development is collectively referred to as the Western Isles Development (WID), and comprises two separate drill centres, the North and South Drill Centres, connected to a Floating Production and Storage and Offloading vessel (FPSO) via separate 3 km surface-laid pipeline bundles. Each drill centre has capacity for eight drill slots, allowing a total of 16 wells to be drilled.  First oil was achieved in October 2017.
WID was the subject of an earlier Environmental Statement (ES), reference number D/4104/2011, which assessed the impacts of the development and anticipated production levels. However, fewer wells than originally planned have been drilled to date, and a review has indicated that production from the Harris field will be greater than originally anticipated, with the proposed increase in oil production exceeding the EIA Directive threshold of 500 tonnes per day. A further ES was therefore required to assess the impact of the increased production. A related increase in gas production from the Harris field, and amendments to the oil and gas production from the Barra field, including decreases in 2018 to offset the increases from the Harris field, have also been assessed in the ES. 
The proposed overall production via the FPSO remains within the design capacity of the production installation, and no plant modification is required.

Key Environmental Impacts
The ES identified and discussed the following key changes as having the potential to cause an environmental impact:

· Increase in the volume of production operation chemicals used and discharged; 
· Increase in the volume of produced water discharged (and consequential increase in oil discharged); and
· clarification of atmospheric emissions relating to tanker offtake operations.
Key Environmental Sensitivities

The EIA identified the following environmental sensitivities:
· The seabed sediments in the area are fine and medium sands, and the species and habitats are typical of those found in this region of the North Sea. Whilst polychaetes dominate, molluscs and echinoderms are also important. The closest conservation site, the Pobie Bank Reef Special Area of Conservation (SAC), is 61 km from the development. The increase in production is not expected to have any significant impact on any habitats or species. 
· The development is located in a spawning area for saithe, haddock, Norway pout and whiting, and is a nursery ground for numerous species of whitefish. However, the spawning and nursery areas are extensive and the increase in production is unlikely to have any significant impact.
· Seabird vulnerability is variable through the year, ranging from low to extremely high. It is considered that there are sufficient mitigation measures in place to prevent accidental spills that could have a significant impact on seabirds, and there is an approved Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) in place.
· Cetacean species recorded in the area are harbour porpoise, Atlantic white-sided dolphin and minke whale. Harbour seals are not expected in the area, given their coastal distribution, and grey seals are unlikely to frequent the area with any regularity or in significant numbers. it is not anticipated that the increase in production will have any significant adverse impact on marine mammals.
· Other sea uses include commercial fishing (for pelagic, demersal and shellfish species), and oil and gas exploration and development activities (with the nearest infrastructure approximately 15 km away). The development is also on the edge of an RAF operations area. Appropriate navigational controls are already in place, and the increase in production will not have any significant impact on other users of the sea.
· No significant in-combination, cumulative or transboundary effects are anticipated as a result of the increases in marine discharges and atmospheric emissions.

Key Mitigation Measures (including environmental or monitoring conditions)
The aggregated amended production levels for the two fields will still be within the aggregated maximum production level assessed for the FPSO operations in the original ES, and the amendments will not entail any modification of the existing infrastructure or facilities.
Relevant environmental approvals for operational activities, discharges and emissions are already in place, and any amendments, and potential environmental impacts relating to those amendments, are not considered to be significant.  As indicated above, there is already an approved OPEP in place for WID.

Consultation 

Marine Scotland (MS) and the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) were consulted, and the ES was also subject to public notice. Both MS and JNCC confirmed that they had no objections to the proposals, and no comments were received in response to the public notice.

Further Information

Dana was requested to provide additional clarification of the production figures, the produced water discharges and the offtake tanker emissions. A response was received on 20th October 2017 that satisfactorily addressed the queries.
Determination  

Following its review of the ES, the responses received from consultees and the additional information provided by Dana, and taking account of the information included in the original ES for WID, BEIS OPRED is satisfied that the increase in production will not have a significant adverse impact on the receiving environment or the living resources it supports, or on any protected habitats or species or other users of the sea. BEIS OPRED is therefore content that there are no objections to the proposals, and has confirmed thaits agreement to the OGA issuing the necessary consent for the proposals.


	 Jonathan Ward                                             13/11/2017
…………………………………………                        ……………………………. 

Jonathan Ward                                                   Date 
Director, Offshore Environment Unit
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