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Our Ref: 12/1718

	

	20 December 2012

	


Dear NAME REDACTED,

Thank you for your email of 5th December where you requested the following information:

All information held regarding those meetings, including all emails and all notes (handwritten or otherwise) regarding the meetings, held by any attendees and/or their secretarial staff. 

Your request has been considered under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA). 
We have interpreted your request to refer to all emails and all notes (including handwritten notes) relating to the meetings of 27/06/2012, 25/07/2012 and 12/09/2012 between OND and Hitachi, its consultants or representatives where Hitachi’s purchase of Horizon Nuclear Power and its plans to generate nuclear power in the UK were discussed. 

I have conducted a search of our records and can confirm that 2 email correspondence have been located. These are attached as Annex 1 and 2.  Informal handwritten notes from all 3 meetings are attached as Annex 3. For ease these notes have been typed up to ensure they are legible, these can be found in Annex 4. 

Some personal information has been redacted from the information released. This information is exempt under section 40(2) of the FOIA as it constitutes personal data, the disclosure of which, would contravene one or more of the data protection principles. Personal data can only be disclosed in accordance with the data protection principles. The first data protection principle requires that disclosure must be fair and lawful and must comply with one of the conditions in Schedule 2 of the Data Protection Act. We do not consider that it is fair and reasonable to release the names of individuals from Hitachi Ltd and/or its consultants or representatives or those who are not members of the Senior Civil Service,  and we do not consider that any of the relevant conditions apply. The names of Senior Civil Servants have been published.

Some information has been withheld under Section 43 (2) of the FOIA as its disclosure would, or would be likely to, prejudice the commercial interests of any person. We have considered the public interest in disclosing the information and recognise the importance of conducting  our commercial activities in an open and transparent way which ensures that there is proper scrutiny of the Government’s actions. However, the disclosure of such information could damage the company’s reputation or the confidence customers have in it. This in turn could impact the company more widely. It could also make it less likely that energy companies would provide the Department with commercially sensitive information in the future and consequently undermine the ability of the Department to fulfil its role. Given the potential impact on engagement with future operators and the potential impact for the company involved, in our view, this particular case favours the public interest in withholding the information and has therefore not been included in the response. 

If you are unhappy with the result of your request for information, you may request an
internal review within two calendar months of the date of this letter. If you wish to request an
internal review, please contact:

Security and Information Rights Team (DECC Shared Service)
Department of Business, Innovation & Skills
Victoria 3, 5th Floor
1 Victoria Street
London SW1H 0ET
Email: foi@decc.gsi.gov.uk

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply
directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner can
be contacted at:

Information Commissioner’s Office
Wycliffe House
Water Lane
Wilmslow
Cheshire
SK9 5AF

Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications.

Yours sincerely,


Office for Nuclear Development
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