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Metadata Specification
DESCRIPTION
This document describes the data contained in the 2017 local authority level alternative provision census file, which provides a local authority level breakdown of the characteristics of pupils in local authority alternative provision (excluding alternative provision academies and free schools).
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Overview

The information contained in the local authority level files is sourced from the alternative provision census which was collected in January 2017.
If summed, the data supplied in this file will not total national or local authority figures due to suppression.  If national or local authority figures are required please see tables in the Statistical First Release, ‘Schools, Pupils and their Characteristics, January 2017’
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education/series/statistics-school-and-pupil-numbers .
A full description of the methods used in the collection of this data can be found in the PDF version of the above SFR.
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Rows in the files are identified as each individual local authority that completed an alternative provision census return in January 2017.

[bookmark: Rounding_Convention]Rounding Convention
Figures shown are as reported by the local authorities.
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	Abbreviation
	Definition

	LA
	local authority

	FSM
	Free school meals


[bookmark: Notes_for_fields]Notes for fields
This section highlights any issues with fields or gives a description of what is included.
	Field name
	Issue / description

	Girls aged x 
	Girls, age as at 31 August 2016

	Boys aged x
	Boys, age as at 31 August 2016

	Other aged x
	Gender not known, age as at 31 August 2016

	Number of pupils by
ethnic group
	Includes pupils of compulsory school age and above only

	Unclassified ethnicity
	Includes pupils where the ethnic group was refused, not obtained or was invalid/not supplied



