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Proposal to Conduct Research and Development using Fingerprint and Footwear Images, DNA Samples or Profiles, and NDNAD, IDENT1 or NFS Data
Related Document: FINDS-S-023

RESEARCH REQUEST

	Details of Project Proposer(s)
(Provide contact details for the relevant project leads and any associated partners) 

	


	Aims of the project

(Provide details of the primary and any secondary aims of the project)

	


	Anticipated benefits

(Describe the anticipated benefits to be delivered to customers or to the CJS.  Explain how these perceived benefits have been derived)

	


	Anticipated demand

(Indicate the types of offence where it could have an impact and estimate the anticipated take-up) 

	


	Design and methodology

(Explain the theoretical basis of the project, how the project will be designed, how the results will be assessed and the arrangements for independent external review)

	


	Access requested

(For example, for DNA requests -specify whether access is sought to samples, data from the National DNA Database or the Match Reporting Dataset of the NDNAD, or a combination of these.  

· Where access to samples is required, indicate the number of samples; how they would be selected and retrieved; how much of each sample would be used up in the project; and what steps would be taken to ensure that some of each sample remained for other purposes (e.g. upgrading).

· Where access to data is required, specify the number of Database records and which data fields)

	


	Relationship to previous research access requests

(Provide details of any previous requests for access to samples/data for the same or a related purpose and whether these were agreed or rejected by the Forensic Information Databases Strategy Board or the National Police Chiefs Council (NPCC) Fingerprint and Footwear Strategic Board. Where such access was approved, provide details of the results of the previous research and indicate how the current request would provide different or further useful information.  If access was rejected, provide details of why the Board refused access, any issues raised by the Board and how these relate to or have been addressed in the current application)

	


	Ethical issues

(Indicate what ethical issues need to be taken into account and what steps would be taken to deal with these. If it is left to the Biometric and Forensic Ethics Group to identify these it could significantly delay the application)

	

	


	Legal and security issues

(For example in relation to DNA -Indicate how this complies with the legislation covering use of samples and data obtained under PACE or from volunteers for the National DNA Database.  Indicate how the requirement for data protection would be satisfied (sample/data anonymity; sample/data security).  Identify who will act as custodian of the samples/ data and the information generated as a result of the project.  Specify named individuals who will have access to the samples/data and the information generated by the project.  Indicate how long the samples/data will be needed for and who will be responsible for returning them to the Custodian of the NDNAD)

	


	Costs

(Explain in detail what costs would be involved and how these would be met) 

	


	Timescales

(Indicate the preferred start date and the estimated completion date) 

	


	Benefits realisation

(Provide details of how the results of the project will be reported and disseminated.  (e.g. publication; via a new service offering))  

	


	Commercial Issues

(Indicate who will hold any IPR derived from the work.  If a new service is to be provided, indicate what this service will be; whether it would be a service solely from the proposer’s own organisation or could be made available via other forensic providers; to whom the service would be offered (e.g. UK police; internationally to police organisations; to competitors;) and any charges that would be levied)

	


	Date submitted to Custodian: 


	Custodian comments

(Provide independent advice to the Board on the merits of the proposal and the validity/completeness of the information provided)

	


	Date considered by Board:      


	Board comments

(Assess the value of the project to the Criminal Justice System (CJS).  Identify any areas of concern.  Indicate whether it should be referred to the Biometric and Forensic Ethics Group for consideration prior to a decision being made.  If ethics input is unavailable for Board meeting, indicate a date by which a response is required)

	


	Ethics Committee comments and recommendations

	(Identify any areas of concern.  Advise on whether these could satisfactorily be dealt with, and, if so, how.  Indicate whether further advice should be sought (e.g. political; Information Commissioner). Endorse or advise rejection of the proposal)

	


	Board decision

(Indicate acceptance or rejection of the proposal.  If accepted, specify any terms and conditions (e.g. access constraints; storage security). Require the Custodian to facilitate commencement of the project in line with the Board’s decision.  Specify what is required of the Custodian by the Board in terms of progress monitoring and reporting.  If rejected, advise on communication of the reasons for the Board’s decision or what further work, if any, the proposer should do before resubmitting the proposal)

	


	PROJECT MONITORING 

	Release of sample/data

(Specify the arrangements. Obtain signed agreement to comply with the terms and conditions of release as specified by the Board and for the return of the samples or supervised destruction of the samples once they have fulfilled their purpose, peer review approach)

	


	Progress reports

(Specify what reports are required)
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