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Background

The Family courts csv files provide the user with lower level breakdowns of a selection of family court activities.

The data is provided in a comma separated value (CSV) machine-readable format so that it can easily be imported into analytical software packages. These packages include R, Access, SQL, SAS, up-to-date versions of Excel but not versions of Excel prior to 2010 (because of insufficient number of rows). This format enables the user to manipulate and aggregate the published data in different ways.

Variable description
There are seventeen Family matters CSV files:
· Applications/orders made and case counts - Designated Family Judge (DFJ) area and Region
· Adoptions - National

· Public and Private Law (Children Act) – National

· Public and Private Law (Childrens Act) child age groups - National

· Timeliness: Children Act Public Law – National

· Timeliness in Bands: Children Act Public Law

· Private Law cases (CAFCASS and MOJ) – England only

· Divorce – National
· Divorce progression - National 
· Financial Remedy (Ancillary relief) - National
· Domestic violence remedies - National

· Forced marriage protection - National

· Representation and timeliness - National and Regional

· Mental Capacity Act – National

· Office of the Public Guardian – LPA donor age groups – National

· Office of the Public Guardian – Powers of Attorney – National

· Probate - National

DFJ and Region level 
A DFJ-area level breakdown is presented of selected figures in Family Court Statistics Quarterly. The numbers of applications or orders made, as well as the number of cases by DFJ area are given. There are eight variables:
category: the different court proceedings. These are
	· Adoption 
	Adoption only – i.e. does not include Non-Adoption applications and orders such as Placements etc

	· Care and Supervision
	Application and Order figures are counts of the number of children involved and comparable to Tables 3 and 4 in FCSQ.

	· Divorce 
	Dissolution only – does not include Nullity of marriage or Judicial Separation

	· Domestic Violence
	

	· Financial Remedy
	Comparable to Table 9 in FCSQ.

	· Private Law
	Application and Order figures are counts of the number of children involved and comparable to Tables 2, 3 and 4 in FCSQ.

	· Public Law
	


year: the calendar year to which the data relate
quarter: the three month period to which the data relate.
Region: Text field to show which region of England and Wales the data relates to. 
DFJ Area: England and Wales is now divided into "Designated Family Judge” areas which cover a number of courts.
stage: These figures will in most instances be either ‘Start’ or ‘End’:
· Start - this refers to either the number of applications received or cases started (depending on the ‘value’ variable) in the period. 

· End - this refers to either the number of orders given or cases closed (depending on the ‘value’ variable) in the period. 
Exceptions:

· With regard to divorce data, there is no ‘Start’ or ‘End’ but instead there is ‘Petition’ or ‘Decree Nisi’. The number of petitions and decrees nisi are the same as the number of cases as we only count one petition per case and decree nisi per case. 
Please note that the DFJ area shown refers to the court in the area processing the application. In some cases individuals may apply though an internet agency that then submits the applications in bulk to a certain court that would otherwise have spare capacity. For example, Weston-super-Mare court processes a large number of divorce petitions submitted by a divorce internet agency. In these cases, the court processing the application has no relation to the geographical location of the individuals making the application. 
‘count’ (applications or orders): This refers to the number of applications/orders etc, depending on whether they are ‘Start’ or ‘End’ numbers (see above)

cases: This refers to the number of cases started or closed. The case number should only appear once per ‘stage’ i.e. once for start and once for closed – and will thus be the same or less than the number of ‘applications or orders’.
Please note that eleven centralised divorce centres were introduced throughout 2014 and 2015 in England and Wales, with the vast majority of uncontested decree nisi applications being considered by Legal Advisers (rather than district judges) at those centres. They are (with opening dates) as follows:

• North East 


- Durham, Doncaster and Bradford (Nov 2014)

• North West 


- Liverpool (Feb 2015)

• Wales 


- Neath, Newport and Wrexham (Jan 2015)

• Midlands 


- Nottingham and Stoke (Feb – Apr 2015)

• South West


- Southampton (Feb – Apr 2015)

• London & South East
- Bury St Edmunds (Apr – Oct 2015)

This should be noted when looking at the lower level figures given in the accompanying CSV files.
Please note that further information and qualifications concerning the data are contained in the footnotes to the relevant CSQ tables. In addition, the ‘Guide to Family Court Statistics' contains information on data sources and data quality.
Adoptions

Adoption applications and disposals in England and Wales only, which considers all applications and disposals made under the Adoption and Children Act 2002, and which consists of the following nine variables:
type: This indicates what the value relates to – whether application events or orders made events.

year: This is the year to which the data relates. The earliest year from which the data is available on this dataset is 2011. The latest year for which some data is available is 2014.

quarter: Each year is divided into four quarters and this is the quarter to which the data relates, where Q1 = 1 January to 31 March, Q2 = 1 April to 30 June, Q3 = 1 July to 30 September and Q4 = 1 October to 31 December. 

adoption: This field describes whether the application or order made relates to an adoption or another, non-adoption order type that can be applied for or made under the Adoption and Children Act 2002. 

order_type: For adoptions there are three adoption types: standard, convention and foreign. See the glossary for further details. For non-adoption order types, seven options are indicated: placement, revocation or variation of a placement order, contact (section 26), revocation or variation of a contact (section 26) order, change of child’s surname, removal of child from the UK and other, which includes a small number of uncommon application and order types. 

adopter: In adoption cases only, this indicates the status of the (prospective) adopter; five options are available: step parent, male/female couple, same sex couple, sole applicant and other or not stated. 

adopted_child_sex: For adoption orders made only, this indicates whether the adopted child was male or female. There are a very few cases where this information is not stated in the data. 

adopted_child_age: For adoption orders made only, this indicates the age band of the adopted child. Six categories are shown: under 1 year, 1-4 years, 5-9 years, 10-14 years, 15-17 years, and other which includes cases where age is not stated in the data or the child was over 17 by the time the order was made.

count: This provides the number e.g. the number of adoption applications by male/female couples, in that quarter. 

Please note that further information and qualifications concerning the data are contained in the footnotes to the relevant CSQ tables. In addition, the Guide to Family Court Statistics contains information on data sources and data quality.

Children Act National - Public and Private law
Number of children involved in Public and Private law (Children Act) applications and disposals in England and Wales only, which consists of the following seven variables:
type: This indicates what the value relates to – whether application events or disposal events.

year: This is the year to which the data relates. The earliest year from which the data is available on this dataset is 2011. The latest year for which some data is available is 2014.

quarter: Each year is divided into four quarters and this is the quarter to which the data relates, where Q1 = 1 January to 31 March, Q2 = 1 April to 30 June, Q3 = 1 July to 30 September and Q4 = 1 October to 31 December. 

public_private: This field describes whether the case was a public law or a private law case.

disposal_type: For disposals only, this variable indicates whether the disposal type was an order made, an application withdrawn, an order of no order, an order refused or an interim order.

order_type: This shows the specific type of order applied for or made. 

count: This provides the number e.g. the number of children involved in applications for a care order made, in that quarter. 
Children Act National – Child Age
Number of unique children involved in Public and Private law (Children Act) applications in England and Wales only by age and gender, which consists of the following seven variables:
type: This indicates that the values relate to Children Act applications 
public_private: This field describes whether the case was a public law or a private law case.

year: This is the year to which the data relates. The earliest year from which the data is available on this dataset is 2011. 
quarter: Each year is divided into four quarters and this is the quarter to which the data relates, where Q1 = 1 January to 31 March, Q2 = 1 April to 30 June, Q3 = 1 July to 30 September and Q4 = 1 October to 31 December. 

gender: indicates whether the child was male or female. There are a few cases where this information is not stated in the data.
child_age: This indicates the age band of the individual child within a case, per year. Six categories are shown: under 1 year, 1-4 years, 5-9 years, 10-14 years, 15-17 years, and other which includes cases where age is not stated in the data or the child was over 17 by the time the order was made.

count: This provides the number e.g. the number of children involved in applications for a care order made, in that quarter. 
Average Timeliness – Children Act – Public law

Timeliness measures for Children Act Public law disposals in England and Wales only, by order type and region, which consists of the following eight variables:
type: This indicates that the values relate to Children Act Public law disposals.
region: Text field to show which region of England and Wales the data relates to. 
order_type: This shows the type of order applied for – care/supervision or other.
year: This is the year to which the data relates. The earliest year from which the data is available on this dataset is 2011. The latest year for which some data is available is 2015.

quarter: Each year is divided into four quarters and this is the quarter to which the data relates, where Q1 = 1 January to 31 March, Q2 = 1 April to 30 June, Q3 = 1 July to 30 September and Q4 = 1 October to 31 December. 

number of disposals: This gives the number of disposals made in the quarter.

average disposal duration: This gives the average time from application to first valid disposal for those disposals made in the quarter, in weeks.
median disposal duration: This gives the median disposal time for those disposals made in the quarter, in weeks.

Timeliness in bands– Children Act – Public law

Number of children involved in Children Act Public law disposals in England and Wales only, by order type and timeliness band, which consists of the following five variables:
type: This indicates what the values relate to Children Act Public law disposals.
order_type: This shows the type of order applied for – care/supervision or other.

year quarter: This is the year and quarter to which the data relates. The earliest period from which the data is available on this dataset is 2011. The latest year for which some data is available is 2015. Each year is divided into four quarters and this is the quarter to which the data relates, where Q1 = 1 January to 31 March, Q2 = 1 April to 30 June, Q3 = 1 July to 30 September and Q4 = 1 October to 31 December.

timeliness band: This gives the duration for the disposals made in the quarter, by timeliness band (in weeks).
case count: This gives the number of children involved .

Private law cases CAFCASS and MoJ
Number of Private law (Children Act) cases started in England only, which consists of the following five variables:
type: This indicates that the values relate to Private law cases.

year: This is the year to which the data relates. The earliest year from which the data is available on this dataset is 2011. The latest year for which some data is available is 2015.

quarter: Each year is divided into four quarters and this is the quarter to which the data relates, where Q1 = 1 January to 31 March, Q2 = 1 April to 30 June, Q3 = 1 July to 30 September and Q4 = 1 October to 31 December. 
CAFCASS or MoJ: This shows whether the count refers to CAFCASS or the MoJ. 

count: This provides the number i.e. the number of cases started, in that quarter.

Divorce

Divorce petitions and decrees made in England and Wales only, which consists of the following nine variables:
type: This indicates what the value relates to – whether petition events or orders made events.

year: This is the year to which the data relates. The earliest year from which the data is available on this dataset is 2003. The latest year for which some data is available is 2014.

quarter: Each year is divided into four quarters and this is the quarter to which the data relates, where Q1 = 1 January to 31 March, Q2 = 1 April to 30 June, Q3 = 1 July to 30 September and Q4 = 1 October to 31 December. 

order_ type: For orders made only, this variable indicates whether the order was a decree nisi, a decree absolute, or for judicial separation cases, the granting of a judicial separation. 

proceeding_type: Indicating whether the count refers to the dissolution of marriage, nullity of marriage or a judicial separation.

petitioners_gender: For petitions only, this indicates whether the gender of the petitioner in the case was male, female or unknown/unspecified. 

children_involved: For petitions only, this variable indicates whether children were involved on the petition. 

contested: For orders made only, this field indicates whether the petition to end the marriage was contested, uncontested or unknown.

count: This provides the number e.g. the number of petitions made by a female where children were involved, in that quarter. 

Please note that (with the exception of petitions) the numbers in this CSV are different to the numbers in the Divorce progression CSV. This is because the figures are counted in a different way and show different things. The Divorce progression CSV figures give the numbers of divorce cases started in a particular period which have involved the relevant event (e.g. the number of divorce cases started in Q3 2012 where a decree nisi has been made). This CSV gives the numbers of each type of event that occur in each quarter. For example, a decree nisi made in quarter 1 of 2013 may relate to a divorce case started in quarter 3 of 2012. This CSV would count that decree nisi as a decree nisi made in quarter 1 2013. The divorce progression CSV would count it in the cohort of divorce cases started in quarter 3 2012.
Divorce progression

This CSV has changed this quarter (2015 Q3) in line with changes to the divorce progression table and now reflects the percentage of divorce cases reaching certain stages, as per the new Table 9. It contains the numbers of divorce cases started by a petition between January 2011 and 30th September 2015 and, for different potential stages in divorce cases (e.g. decree nisi), how many of those occurred in time bands from the initial petition. There are four variables:
Stage: This indicates the stage of the case (i.e. Decree Nisi , Decree Absolute, Financial Remedy Application, Financial Remedy Order, Hearing, Injunction Application, Injunction Order).
Quarters After Petition: This indicates the numbers of quarters since the petition. 
Number: This indicates the number of petitions that had reached the selected stage in the selected number of quarters. 
Percentage of Petitions: This gives the percentage of the petitions that had reached the selected stage I the selected number of quarters. 

For example for Decrees Nisi, we can see that 202,386 were made within 0-1 quarters (i.e. within 91 days), of the petitions being issued since January 2011. In other words just over a third (35.6%) of petitions are reaching the Decree Nisi stage within one quarter of the petition being received. 
Financial Remedy (formerly ‘Ancillary relief’)
Financial Remedy applications and disposals in England and Wales only, which consists of the following 14 variables:

type: This indicates what the value relates to – whether application events or disposal events.

year: This is the year to which the data relates. The earliest year from which the data is available on this dataset is 2006. The latest year for which some data is available is 2014.

quarter: Each year is divided into four quarters and this is the quarter to which the data relates, where Q1 = 1 January to 31 March, Q2 = 1 April to 30 June, Q3 = 1 July to 30 September and Q4 = 1 October to 31 December. 

contested: This field describes whether the application was either ‘Not contested’ (consented) or ‘Contested’. For disposals, there is an additional value of ‘Initially contested’ which relates to those disposals which were initially contested but were subsequently consented.

children_involved: The variable is only valid for disposals which were either ‘Initially contested’ or ‘Contested’, and indicates whether children were involved in the order made or not.

lump_sum_order (LSO): Indicating whether a Lump sum order application or order was made.

maintenance_pending_suit (MPS): Indicating whether a Maintenance pending suit application or order was made.

property_adjustment_order (PAO): Indicating whether a Property adjustment order application or order was made.

periodical_payment (PP): Indicating whether a Periodical payment application or order was made.

pension_sharing_order (PS): Indicating whether a Pension sharing application or order was made.
pension_attachment_order (PA): Indicating whether a Pension attachment application or order was made.
secure_provision_order (SPO): Indicating whether a secure provision order application or order was made.

application_dismissed (AD): Indicating whether an Application was dismissed. This is only available for disposals.

value: This provides the number e.g. the number of contested applications made in that quarter.

Domestic violence remedies
Domestic violence remedy applications and disposals in England and Wales only, which consists of the following seven variables:
type: This indicates what the value relates to – whether application events or orders made events.

year: This is the year to which the data relates. The earliest year from which the data is available on this dataset is 2009. The latest year for which some data is available is 2014.

quarter: Each year is divided into four quarters and this is the quarter to which the data relates, where Q1 = 1 January to 31 March, Q2 = 1 April to 30 June, Q3 = 1 July to 30 September and Q4 = 1 October to 31 December. 

order_type: Indicating whether a Non-molestation or an Occupation order was applied for or made.

ex-parte_or_notice: Indicating whether the application or order was made ex-parte (without notifying the respondent/s in the case) or following notice being given to the respondent/s (on notice). 

power_of_arrest: For orders made only, indicates whether a power of arrest (POA) was attached to the order made. N.B. Since July 2007 breach of a non-molestation order has been a criminal and arrestable offence, so it is no longer necessary for courts to attach a power of arrest to non-molestation orders.

count: This provides the number e.g. the number of applications made on notice for a non-molestation order, in that quarter. 
Forced marriage protection orders
Forced marriage protection applications and disposals in England and Wales only, which consists of the following eight variables:

type: This indicates what the value relates to – whether application events or disposal events.

year: This is the year to which the data relates. The earliest complete calendar year from which data is available on this dataset is 2009. The latest year for which some data is available is 2014.

quarter: Each year is divided into four quarters and this is the quarter to which the data relates, where Q1 = 1 January to 31 March, Q2 = 1 April to 30 June, Q3 = 1 July to 30 September and Q4 = 1 October to 31 December. 

applicant_age: For applications only, the age band of the applicant. This consists of ‘17 and under’, ‘over 17’ or ‘unknown’.

applicant_type: For applications only, indicating the category of applicant (e.g ‘person to be protected/applicant in person’, ‘relevant third party’, ‘third party: family’, ‘third party: police’).
disposal_type: For disposals only, indicating whether a forced marriage protection order was made or another type of order. 

power_of_arrest: For disposals only, indicating whether a power of arrest (POA) was attached to the order.

count: This provides the number e.g. the number of applications made by an applicant in person aged 17 or under, in that quarter. 
Representation and timeliness – National and Regional
Legal representation status and timeliness of disposals for divorce, domestic violence, private law, public law and adoption cases in England and Wales only, which consists of the following seven variables:

case_type: This indicates the type of proceedings referred to (e.g. ‘divorce and annulment’, ‘private law’, ‘public law’, ‘adoption’)
Region: Text field to show which region of England and Wales the data relates to. 
legal_representation: Indicates the representation category of the cases being considered (e.g. ‘both applicant & respondent’, ‘applicant only’, ‘respondent only’, ‘neither applicant nor respondent ’, ‘total’).

Year and quarter: This is the period to which the data relates. For the purposes of these figures this means the period in which the disposal was made. The earliest period for which data is available is Q1 2011.

Each year is divided into four quarters and this is the quarter to which the data relates, where Q1 = 1 January to 31 March, Q2 = 1 April to 30 June, Q3 = 1 July to 30 September and Q4 = 1 October to 31 December. 

number_of_disposals: Indicates the number of disposals within each case_type/legal_representation category. 

mean_duration: This is the average duration of the disposals in each category from application to disposal, calculated by adding up the durations for each of the disposals in the category and then dividing the result by the number of disposals.
median_duration: This is the average duration of the disposals in each category from application to disposal, calculated by taking the middle value when all of the durations of the disposals in the category are sorted from shortest to longest. Half of the disposals took at least as long as this and half of the disposals took this amount of time or less.
Mental Capacity Act

Number of applications and orders made in England and Wales only, which consists of the following four variables:
type: This indicates what the value relates to – whether application events or disposal events.
year: This is the year to which the data relates. The earliest year from which the data is available on this dataset is 2008. The latest year for which some data is available is 2015.

quarter: Each year is divided into four quarters and this is the quarter to which the data relates, where Q1 = 1 January to 31 March, Q2 = 1 April to 30 June, Q3 = 1 July to 30 September and Q4 = 1 October to 31 December. 
count: This provides the number e.g. the number of applications made, in that quarter.

Office of the Public Guardian – Powers of Attorney

Number of Powers of Attorney received in England and Wales only, which consists of the following four variables:
type: This indicates what the value relates to – whether Enduring Power of Attorney (EPA) or Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA).
year: This is the year to which the data relates. The earliest year from which the data is available on this dataset is 2008. The latest year for which some data is available is 2015.

quarter: Each year is divided into four quarters and this is the quarter to which the data relates, where Q1 = 1 January to 31 March, Q2 = 1 April to 30 June, Q3 = 1 July to 30 September and Q4 = 1 October to 31 December. 
count: This provides the number of Powers of Attorney made, in that quarter.

Office of the Public Guardian – LPA donor group

Number of Lasting Powers of Attorney donors registered as at the end of the latest quarter by age in England and Wales only, which consists of the following three variables:
type: This indicates that the numbers relate to LPA donors.
age-group: The age group of the donors in age groups. 
count: This provides the number of LPA donors in that age group.

Probate

Number of Grants of Representation issued in England and Wales only, which consists of the following three variables:
type: This indicates the type of Grant of representation.
year : This is the year to which the data relates. The earliest year from which the data is available on this dataset is 2007. The latest year for which some data is available is 2015.
count: This provides the number of grants issued in that year.
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