
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Information Pack for:South West 
Regional Flood and Coastal 
Committee (SWRFCC)Applicants 
Closing date for applications is:  Wednesday 12 April 2017 (5.30pm) 

Interviews will take place on:  2 june 2017 Exeter 

  
Term of appointments begin:   1 July 2017 
 
Next Committee meeting date 12 July 2017 
 
Contact:  sarah.harding@environment-agency.gov.uk or 07976256299 
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The Environment Agency  
The Environment Agency was established by the Environment Act 1995.  We are an executive 
non-departmental public body responsible to the Secretary of State for the Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs. We protect and improve the environment and make it a better place for people 
and wildlife. This includes responsibility for protecting communities from the risk of flooding and 
for managing water resources. Visit https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-
agency/about for more information. 

The Environment Agency Devon and Cornwall Area is one of our sixteen areas in England, and 
has offices in Bodmin and Exeter. 

 

What are Regional Flood and Coastal Committees? 

Regional Flood and Coastal Committees (RFCCs) were established by the 
Environment Agency under the Flood and Water Management Act 2010.  

They bring together members appointed by Lead Local Flood Authorities (LLFAs) and 
independent members appointed by the Environment Agency with relevant experience for the 
purposes set out below:  

• To guide flood and coastal risk management (FCRM) activities within catchments and along 
the coast and taking into account the likely future impacts of climate change, advising on and 
giving consent to programmes of work for their areas and investment programmes;  

• To continue to support the raising of local levies from local authorities and using them to 
promote flood and coastal erosion risk management activities in their area;  

• To advise on and give consent to flood and coastal erosion risk management (FCERM) 
investment programmes, balancing local priorities and making sure that investment is co-
ordinated at the catchment and shoreline scale and in promoting the consideration of climate 
change impacts in local decisions;  

• To assist with the scrutiny of risk assessments, maps and plans required by the Flood Risk 
Regulations;  

• To provide for local democratic input through the majority membership of representatives from 
Lead Local Flood Authorities.  

 

Statutory functions and the role of RFCCs Section 23 of the Flood and Water 
Management Act 2010 requires the Environment Agency (the Agency) to:  

• Consult each RFCC about the way in which it proposes to carry out its flood and coastal 
erosion risk management functions in the committee's region (Section 23(1)(a));  

• Take into account representations made by committees about the exercise of its flood and 
coastal erosion risk management functions in the committee's region (Section 23(1)(b));  

• Obtain the consent of the RFCC before the Environment Agency can implement its regional 
programme for the committee's region (Section 23(2)); Obtain the consent of the RFCC 
before the Environment Agency can issue a levy under Section 17 of the Act (Section 23(3));  
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• Obtain the consent of the RFCC to the spending of revenue under Section 118 of the Water 
Resources Act 1991 in the region where the revenue is raised (Section 23(4)).  

Additional considerations In pursuit of these purposes, RFCCs will:  

• Support the delivery of government flood and coastal erosion risk management policy and the 
National FCERM Strategy, taking into account Defra and Environment Agency guidance;  

• Support the Environment Agency in its strategic overview role by providing a link between 
national and local flood and coastal erosion risk management;  

• Enable the Environment Agency to act consistently with the National FCERM Strategy and 
Local FCRM Strategies (when they are published) when exercising its flood and coastal 
erosion risk management functions;  

• Advise the Environment Agency in its review of LLFA outputs under the Flood Risk 
Regulations 2009;  

• Review and advise on Shoreline Management Plans and Flood Risk Management Plans, with 
a view to ensuring there are coherent plans for identifying, communicating and managing 
flood and coastal erosion risks across catchments and shorelines. Review and advise upon 
medium and long term business plans for its region;  

• Promote partnerships to secure external contributions and consider how levy funding will be 
used, along with other sources of funding, to deliver regional programmes and longer term 
strategic objectives;  

• Monitor and review reports on the performance and financial management of flood and 
coastal erosion risk management within their region;  

• Take into account wider environmental considerations within their region that will be 
influenced by flood and coastal erosion risk management decisions; Assess the extent to 
which FCRM programmes are co-ordinated across catchments and identify and share good 
practice; Report periodically on their work.  

RFCCs are encouraged to:  

• Develop their own knowledge and expertise as to the flood and coastal erosion risk 
management needs within their region, informed by local knowledge and contact with other 
risk management authorities (RMAs) and engagement with risk management planning;  

• Consider the balance between the different types of risk that need to be managed with the 
limited resources available and strike an appropriate balance between local risk management 
needs and those of wider catchment interests;  

• Promote efficient, targeted and risk-based investment in flood and coastal erosion risk 
management that optimises value for money and benefits for local communities;  

• Foster links between the Environment Agency, LLFAs, other risk management authorities 
and other relevant bodies to engender mutual understanding of flood and coastal erosion 
risks in their areas;  

• Engage constructively with, and offer advice to, the Environment Agency.  
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Membership and vacancies 
Each committee has its own composition document which sets out how many members it should 
have and who should appoint them.  Defra appoints the chairman, lead local flood authorities 
appoint members from local authorities and we recruit the independent members. 

Vacancies and composition of the committees are as follows: 

South West Regional Flood and Coastal Committee 

Representatives Number of members Vacancies 

Chairman 1 Appointed by Defra 

Local Authorities 10 
Members appointed by the 
lead local flood authority 

Environment Agency 8 1 vacancy 
 

Vacancies: one member to represent the following interests:Conservation  
   
Please see appendix 2 for role profiles 
    

 

Skills and capabilities required 
To fill the vacancies on our committees, we are looking for people with a wide range of skills, 
knowledge and capabilities. 
 
In addition to the main members, each committee should have one conservation/environment 
expert who will be responsible for advising the committee on wider environmental issues and a 
member who is a coastal expert. You will be asked to demonstrate on your application if you have 
such specific knowledge and experience in these areas and are interested in these specific roles. 
 
The Role Profile in Appendix 2 gives further detail on the Member’s responsibilities. 
 
For most members we are looking for people with broad areas of expertise and experience to 
ensure there is the right balance of skills across the committees.  For example: 
 

• Local community flood forums or action groups with experience of flooding 

• Water and utility company background 

• Understanding of surface water flooding issues 

• Agriculture, farming and land management 

• Managing resilience and recovery 
• Social health and deprived communities 

• Engineering and construction 

• Financial and business experience 

• Flood risk mapping and modelling 

• Procurement skills 

• Fluvial and coastal flooding knowledge 

• Flood insurance 

• Communications 

• Water level management skills 
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Please note that we will appoint members as impartial individuals in their own right and not as 
representatives of any particular organisation. You will be expected to bring your personal skills 
and experience to the committee, drawing on your sectoral and professional knowledge.  
 
Please see the Role Profile in Appendix 2 for further detail. 
 

Diversity 
We want to ensure our committees represent the communities we serve and we welcome 
applicants from all walks of life. We make all public appointments on merit, following a fair, open 
and transparent process.  
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Time commitment  
The Committee meets four times a year and are open to the general public.  The meetings move 
around the Committee’s area and dates for 2017 and January 2018 are: 
 
South West:  
 
2017: 12 July, 12 October  
2017 18 January, meetings for the rest of 2018 will be confirmed in due course. 
 
Venue:  Meetings take place at different locations within the Committee’s area.  Meetings  
  usually include a site visit to look at particular issues.  Therefore members are  
  asked to reserve the whole day for the Committee meeting.  
   
You will be expected to attend all meetings, and you will need to read the pack of papers in 
advance. You may also be asked to take part in sub-groups to advise on specific issues.      

You will be appointed for terms of between two and four years, and you may indicate your 
preference as part of the application process.  Members can serve no more than 10 years in total 
on the committee. 

Member posts are unpaid. Members may claim expenses, including travel, subsistence and, 
where applicable, a fixed allowance for loss of earnings. 
 
 

How to apply 
Please complete the application form and the optional diversity monitoring form enclosed with this 
pack.  

You must complete all sections of the application form as this will be the source of information for 
shortlisting candidates.  CVs are not accepted. 

Please return your completed form to Sarah Harding, Environment Agency South West, Manley 
House, Kestrel Way, Exeter EX2 7LQ or sarah.harding@environment-agency.gov.uk 

Please return your completed application form by the end of Tuesday 4 April 2017 (5.30pm). 
 

Please check your eligibility for appointment against the criteria listed in paragraph 11 of the 

RFCC regulations (as enclosed in this pack) as well as the Seven Principles of Public Life (also 

enclosed). 

 

Selection and interviews 
The selection and interview panel will consist of the Committee Chairman, Environment Agency 
staff and an independent member.  

The selection panel will determine which candidates best demonstrate they have the specified 
qualities and experience.  They will also consider the balance of skills and experience required 
across the Committee.  Short-listed candidates will then be invited for interview.  

It is therefore essential for your application form to give full but concise information and evidence 
relevant to the appointment. 

Contd/.. 
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Short-listing will take place in the week commencing 17 April 2017.  

Interviews will take place on the following date: 

 South West:  Friday 2 June 2017 (in Exeter) 

Candidates will not be able to claim expenses incurred travelling to and from the interviews. 

 

Appointments 
 
Appointments will commence  1 July 2016. 

References may be checked at this point. 
 
If you are successful, some of the information entered on your application form will be made 
public (your name, brief background and other public appointments). If we place information in the 
public domain, we will agree it with you first. 
 
All new members will be required to fill in a ‘declaration of interest’ form which must be returned 
before attending their first meeting. They will also be required to fill in a new form annually. 
 

Induction 
An induction event will be arranged for new members.  
 
 

Further reading 
RFCC Regulations – enclosed with this pack. Also available at: 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2011/695/contents/made 

Cabinet Office’s Code of Conduct: http://www.civilservice.gov.uk/Assets/code-of-conduct_tcm6-
38901.pdf, which includes the Committee on Standards in Public Life – Seven Principles of Public 
Life - http://www.public-standards.org.uk/About/The_7_Principles.html 

National Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management Strategy - http://www.environment-
agency.gov.uk/research/policy/130073.aspx  

Flood and Coastal Resilience Partnership Funding - 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/flooding/funding-outcomes-insurance/funding/  

Flood and Water Management Act - http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/flooding/legislation/  

Although these appointments do not come within the remit of the Commissioner for Public 
Appointments, we are making the appointments using a process which takes into account the 
Commissioner’s Code of Practice.     

Complaints 
We have a complaints procedure which should be followed for any complaints relating to these 
appointments.  Details are available here http://www.environment-
agency.gov.uk/contactus/36316.aspx  or by telephoning 03708 506506 or emailing 
enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk  
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Appendix 1 – Regional Flood and Coastal Committee Purposes 

RFCC Purposes – England & Wales 
 
Purposes 
 
The Regional Flood and Coastal Committee (RFCC) is a committee established by the 
Environment Agency under the Flood and Water Management Act 2010 that brings together 
members appointed by lead local flood authorities and independent members with relevant 
experience for three purposes: 

• to ensure there are coherent plans for identifying, communicating and managing flood and 
coastal erosion risks across catchments and shorelines; 

• to promote efficient, targeted and risk-based investment in flood and coastal erosion risk 
management that optimises value for money and benefits for local communities;  

• to provide a link between the Environment Agency, lead local flood authorities, other risk 
management authorities, and other relevant bodies to engender mutual understanding of flood 
and coastal erosion risks in its area. 

Statutory Functions and the role of the RFCC 
 
Section 23 of the Flood and Water Management Act 2010 requires the Environment Agency (the 
Agency) to:  
 
� consult with each RFCC about the way it proposes to carry out its flood and coastal erosion 

risk management functions in the Committee’s region (s23(1)(a)).     
 
� take into account representations made by the Committee about the exercise of its flood and 

coastal erosion risk management functions in the Committee’s region (s23(1)(b)).   
 
� obtain the consent of the RFCC before the Agency can implement its regional programme for 

the Committee’s region (s23(2)).   

 
� obtain the consent of the RFCC before the Agency can issue a levy under Section 17 of the 

Act (s23(3)).  
 
� obtain the consent of the Committee to the spending of revenue under Section 118 of the 

Water Resources Act in the region where the revenue is raised (s23(4)).  
 
Additional considerations 
 
In pursuit of these purposes, the RFCC will:  
        
� support  the delivery of Government flood and coastal erosion risk management policy and 

strategy, taking into account Defra and Welsh Government and Agency guidance;  
 

� support the Agency in its strategic overview role by providing a link between national and local 
flood and coastal erosion risk management and in assisting lead local flood authorities in the 
development of their Local Flood Risk Management Strategies;    

 
� review lead local flood authority outputs under the Flood Risk Regulations 2009 and other 

current requirements imposed on lead local flood authorities by legislation and guidance; 
 
� review and endorse Catchment Flood Management Plans and Shoreline Management Plans;  
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� review and endorse medium and long term business plans for its region.  
 
� promote partnership with project sponsors to secure external contributions and consider how 

levy funding will be used along with other sources of funding to deliver the regional 
programme and longer term strategic objectives.;  
 

� monitor and review reports on the performance and financial management of flood and 
coastal erosion risk management functions;  

 
� work with partners to raise awareness of flood and coastal erosion risk management within its 

region;  
 

� take into account wider environmental considerations within its region that will be influenced 
by flood and coastal erosion risk management decisions. 

 
� Report periodically on its work.  
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Appendix 2 – RFCC Members’ Role Profile 

Regional Flood and Coastal Committee (RFCC) 
Environment Agency Members’ Role Profile 
 
Environment Agency appointed RFCC members are divided into three categories:  

1. General members (with skills in specific areas – see application pack for details);  
2. A Conservation member 
3. A Coastal member (in those RFCCs with a coastline) 

 
Their specific roles are outlined below: 

 
Vacancy:  One member to represent conservation (see page 12 for additional information 
on what is required). 
 
Committee Members are responsible for:  
 

• Providing effective input to RFCC meetings to help ensure it meets its statutory 
responsibilities; 
 

• Using their skills and experience in their particular area to actively advise and provide 
opinions during committee meetings as appropriate; 

 

• Providing strategic advice to help support the delivery of Government’s National Flood and 
Coastal Erosion Risk Management Strategy, as well as contributing to the delivery of local 
plans and strategies  

 

• Helping to inform plans proposed by the Environment Agency and challenge and debate 
any issues that arise; 

 

• Helping to support and engage communities on flood risk and coastal erosion issues; 
 

• Actively engaging with local communities, particularly to gain external financial 
contributions; 

 

• Communicating local priorities and successes, seeking views from external stakeholders 
and community groups to help raise awareness of flood and coastal erosion risk 
management work; 

 

• Keeping abreast of flood and coastal erosion risk issues in the region and policy 
developments in Defra and the Environment Agency; and 

 

• Contributing to the work of sub-groups, if set up by the Committee. 
 

Members must have an interest in, and willingness to learn about, flood and coastal erosion risk 
management and the principles of sustainable development.  
 

Not all members need to be technical experts, but across the committee we are looking for some 
technical understanding. No specific academic or professional qualifications are required.  The 
Environment Agency provides training and awareness sessions to support members in their role. 

 
 
 



Page 12 of 14 

 
 
Nature conservation and wider environmental issues Member Post  
 
Conservation Members are expected to contribute to general Committee discussions, as above, 
but are also responsible for:  
 

• Providing an environmental perspective at Committee meetings; 
 

• Helping the Committee understand the views of the conservation community about 
specific plans or projects, if they arise; 

 

• Monitoring and reviewing programmes of work on flood and coastal erosion risk 
management and conservation issues needing to be addressed; advising on relevant legal 
compliance and 

 

• Providing a link between the Committee and Natural England and other conservation 
organisation in the Committee area.  

 
To be effective the conservation member needs to demonstrate significant knowledge of nature 
conservation and wider environmental issues relevant to flood and coastal erosion risk 
management. This should include legislation such as Water Framework Directive, Habitat Action 
Plans and the England Biodiversity Strategy; the requirements of the EU Habitats and Birds  
Directive and the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (2010). They must also have 
knowledge of shoreline management plans, water level management plans, coastal habitat 
management plans and catchment flood management plans. 
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