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The Convention entered into force on 11 March, 1978. 

The Convention was published in the UK Treaty Series as No. 45 (1978). 
 

List of States which have signed the treaty in London or have deposited instruments of ratification 
and accession with the Government of the United Kingdom 

 
State Date of Signature Date of deposit of 

ratification or 
acceptance* 

Notes 

Argentina 09 June 1972 07 March 1978 1 
Belgium 09 June 1972 09 February 1978  
New Zealand 09 June 1972   
Norway 09 June 1972 10 December 1973  
South Africa 09 June 1972 15 August 1972  
Russian Federation (signed 
Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics) 

09 June 1972 08 February 1978 1, 2 

United Kingdom 09 June 1972 10 September 1974 2, 3 
United States of America 28 June 1972 19 January 1977 2 
Australia 05 October 1972 01 July 1987  
France 19 December 1972 19 February 1975 

(Acceptance) 
2 

Chile 28 December 1972 07 February 1980 1 
Japan 28 December 1972 28 August 1980 

(Acceptance) 
 

    
 

Accessions 
 

State Date of deposit of instrument of 
accession* 

Notes 

Poland 15 August 1980  
Federal Republic of Germany 30 September 1987 1 
Canada 04 October 1990  
Brazil 11 February 1991  
Italy 02 April 1992  
Pakistan 25 March 2013  
 

* Article 13(2) states, "Thereafter this Convention shall enter into force for each ratifying, accepting 
or acceding State on the thirtieth day after deposit by such States of its instrument of ratification, 
acceptance or accession”.  
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Notes 

1 See table of reservations and declarations below. 
2 See table of objections below. 
3 The instrument of ratification included the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man 

 

Statements, declarations and reservations 

Argentina Declaration on signature:  
 
"The Government of the Republic of Argentina adheres to the terms of the 
Declaration made by the Republic of Chile in the Annex to the Final Act of the 
Conference on the Conservation of Antarctic Seals held in London from 3 to 11 
February 1972." 
 
Declaration on ratification: 
"La República Argentina deja constancia de que la mención del Artículo IV del 
Tratado Antártico contenida en el Artículo 1 de la "Convención para la 
Conservación de Focas Antárticas" signifíca que nada de la establecido en dicha 
Convención afecta o menoscaba sus derechos de soberanía y jurisdicción 
marítima y su posición jurídica en esta materia." 
 
Translation:  
The Argentine Republic wishes to state that the mention in Article IV of the 
Antarctic Treaty included in Article 1 of the Convention for the Conservation of 
Antarctic Seals, means that nothing in the said Convention affects or impairs its 
sovereignty rights and maritime jurisdiction and its territorial position in this 
matter. 
 

Chile Declaration:  
"The Government of Chile states that the reference to Article IV of the Antarctic 
Treaty contained in Article 1 of the present Convention signifies that nothing 
specified therein shall affect or impair the rights of the Contracting Parties as 
regards their maritime jurisdictions and their declared juridical position on this 
matter." 
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Federal Republic 
of Germany 

Declaration on Accession: 
"ich beehre mich, im Namen der Regierung der Bundesrepublik Deutschland im 
Zusammenhang mit der heutigen Hinterlegung der Beitrittsurkunde zu dem 
Übereinkommen vom 1.  Juni 1972 zur Erhaltung der antarktischen Robben zu 
erklären, dass die Regierung der Bundesrepublik Deutschland davon ausgeht, 
dass durch die zu Artikel 1 dieses Übereinkommens abgegebenen Erklärungen 
die Bestimmungen des Artikels IV des AntarktisVertrags für den Bereich sudlich 
von 60o südlicher Breite in keiner Weise eingeschränkt oder sonst abgeändert 
werden." 
 
(Translation)  
In connection with the deposit today of the instrument of accession to the 
Convention of the First day of June 1972 concerning the Conservation of 
Antarctic Seals, I have the honour to declare on behalf of the Government of the 
Federal Republic of Germany that the Government of the Federal Republic of 
Germany proceed on the understanding that the declarations made on Article 1 
of this Convention will in no way restrict or otherwise modify the provisions of 
Article IV of the Antarctic Treaty applicable to the area south of 60 Southern 
Latitude. 
 
Declaration on Accession: 
 
 "ich beehre mich, im Namen der Regierung der Bundesrepublik Deutschland im 
Zusammenhang mit der heutigen Hinterlegung der Beitrittsurkunde zu dem 
Übereinkommen vom 1.  Juni 1972 zur Erhaltung der antarktischen Robben zu 
erklären, dass das Übereinkommen mit Wirkung vom dem Toge an, an Dem es 
für die Bundesrepublik Deutschland in Kraft treten wird, auch für Berlin (West) 
gilt." 
 
 (Translation)  
In connection with the deposit today of the instrument of accession to the 
Convention of the First day of June 1972 concerning the Conservation of 
Antarctic Seals, I have the honour to declare on behalf of the Government of the 
Federal Republic of Germany that the said Convention shall apply to Berlin 
(West) with effect from the date on which it enters into force for the Federal 
Republic of Germany. 
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Russian 
Federation 

Statement in connection with the declaration by Argentina on ratification 
(translation):  
 
As is well known, the Government of the Soviet Union has already stated more 
than once that it does not recognize the territorial claims asserted by some 
States in the Antarctic. 
 
Reference to maritime jurisdiction by Argentina in the area of application of the 
1959 Treaty on the Antarctic contained in the aforementioned declaration is at 
variance with Article IV, paragraph 2, of that Treaty, according to which no 
enlargement of existing claims to territorial sovereignty in the Antarctic shall be 
asserted while the present Treaty is in force." 
 

 

Objections 

Russian Federation In a Note dated 31 May 1988, the Government of the Union of the Soviet 
Socialist Republics communicated the following: 
 
 (Translation) 
It is well known that, under the Quadripartite Agreement of 3 September 
1971, the FRG may not extend international arrangements concerning 
matters of security and status to Berlin (West).  The aforementioned 
Convention, a number of the provisions of which concern matters of status, 
is precisely such an arrangement. Thus, articles 2 and 5 provide for each 
Contracting Party to adopt the measures necessary to ensure observance of 
the Convention by its nationals and vessels under its flag.  It is quite obvious 
that the FRG cannot assume such obligations in respect of Berlin (West) 
since, as affirmed in the Quadripartite Agreement of 3 September 1971, 
Berlin (West) is not a constituent part of the FRG and is not governed by it. 
 
Besides, the Convention contains direct references to the Antarctic Treaty of 
1 December 1959 (preamble and article 1 of Convention).  That Treaty 
directly concerns matters of security and status and, consequently, is one of 
the international agreements and arrangements which the FRG, under the 
Quadripartite Agreement of 3 September 1971, may not extend to Berlin 
(West).  The position of principle of the Soviet side on this matter was 
communicated by the Government of the USA, as Depository of the Treaty, 
to all the Parties to the Treaty on 6 August 1979. 
 
In view of the above, the Soviet side regards the declaration by the 
Government of the FRG concerning the extension to Berlin (West) of the 
Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Seals as contrary to the 
Quadripartite Agreement of 3 September 1971, and therefore as without 
legal force. 
 

The United 
Kingdom, France 
and the United 

In a Note of 20 June 1989, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, on behalf 
of the Governments of the United Kingdom, France and the United States of 
America, communicated the following to the Government of the Union of 
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Objections 

States of America Soviet Socialist Republics: 
 
"In a communication to the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, which is an integral part (Annex IVA) of the Quadripartite 
Agreement of 3 September 1971, the Governments of the United Kingdom, 
France and the United States, without prejudice to the maintenance of their 
rights and responsibilities relating to the representation abroad of the 
interests of the Western Sectors of Berlin, confirm that, provided that 
matters of security and status are not affected and provided that the 
extension is specified in each case, international agreements and 
arrangements entered into by the Federal Republic of Germany may be 
extended to the Western Sectors of Berlin in accordance with established 
procedures. 
 
For its part, the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, in a 
communication to the Governments of the Three Powers which is similarly 
an integral part (Annex IVB) of the Quadripartite Agreement, affirmed that it 
would raise no objections to such extension. 
 
The established procedures referred to above, which were endorsed in the 
Quadripartite Agreement, are designed inter alia to afford the authorities of 
the Three Powers the opportunity to ensure that international agreements 
and arrangements entered into by the Federal Republic of Germany which 
are to be extended to the Western Sectors of Berlin are extended in such a 
way that matters of security and status are not affected.  When authorising 
the extension of the above-mentioned Convention to the Western sectors of 
Berlin, the authorities of the Three Powers took such steps as were necessary 
to ensure that matters of security were not affected.  Accordingly, the Berlin 
declaration made by the Federal Republic of Germany in accordance with 
established procedures is valid and the Convention for the Conservation of 
Antarctic Seals applies to the Western Sectors of Berlin, subject to Allied 
rights and responsibilities. 
 
Moreover, the Soviet communication contains an incomplete and 
consequently misleading reference to the Quadripartite Agreement. The 
relevant passage of that Agreement to which the Soviet communication 
refers, provides that the ties between the Western Sectors of Berlin and the 
Federal Republic of Germany will be maintained and developed, taking into 
account that these sectors continue not to be a constituent part of the 
Federal Republic of Germany and not to be governed by it. 
 
With regard to the Antarctic Treaty of 1 December 1959, the Three Powers 
have the honour to refer to the Department of States's Note of 21 August 
1980, communicated by the Government of the United States of America, as 
Depository of the Treaty, to all Parties to the Treaty on 12 January 1981, 
which elaborates the position of the Three Powers that the extension of this 
Treaty to the Western Sectors of Berlin is entirely consistent with the 
Quadripartite Agreement". 
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Objections 

 
Special note 
 
The Report of the 1988 Meeting to Review the Operation of the Convention for the Conservation of 
Antarctic Seals (which was at London, 12-16 September 1988), contained recommended proposals 
for the amendment of the Annex to the Convention. 
 
In paragraph 40 of the Report, the Meeting requested the Depositary to transmit the 
Recommendations contained in paragraphs 21, 31, and 36 of the Report to all Contracting Parties in 
accordance with Article 9(1) of the Convention, as follows: 
 
"Paragraph 21 - Representatives, pursuant to paragraph 19(a) above, agreed to recommend for 
approval by their respective Governments, that the Annex be changed in the following way: 
 
Section 1: for 1 July to 30 June read 1 March to the last day in February. 
 
Section 6(a): for 31 October read 30 June and for 1 July to 30 June read 1 March to the last day in 
February." 
 
"Paragraph 31 - Accordingly, they agreed on the text of the following amendment to the Annex (new 
paragraph 8) which they recommended to the Governments of Contracting Parties for their 
approval: 
 
8. Cooperation 
 
The Contracting Parties to this Convention shall, as appropriate, cooperate and exchange 
information with the other Contracting Parties to the other international instruments within the 
Antarctic Treaty System and their respective institutions." 
 
"Paragraph 36 - Representatives, noting that they agreed on the desirability of extending the 
protection afforded to Weddell seals to include pups during the breeding season, agreed to 
recommend to Governments the deletion in section 2 of the Annex the words ‘one year or older’."  
 
In order for the recommended amendments to the Annex to the Convention to become effective in 
accordance with Article 9(2), the Depositary needed to have received approvals in writing from two-
thirds of the Contracting Parties and no objections by 24 January 1990. 
 
Since the number of Contracting Parties was thirteen at the time of the adoption of the 
amendments, notification of approvals from nine were required to bring the amendments into force. 
Ten notifications of approval were received by January 1990, and no objections received. In 
accordance with Article 9(2) of the Convention therefore, the recommended amendments to the 
Annex became effective for all Contracting Parties on 27 March 1990. 

 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
London  
 
Updated: na 


