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Membership 
 

Name Position/Title  and Organisation Sector Representation 

Neil Warwick Partner, DAC Beachcroft LLP Chair 

Lesley Calder Head of Team, North East, Yorkshire 
and the Humber, MHCLG 

Deputy Chair 

Raffaella Ebani ERDF Programme Manager, 
MHCLG 

ERDF Managing Authority 

Maureen Stafford ESF Operations Manager, 
Department for Work and Pensions 

ESF Managing Authority 

Kirsten Young North East Area Manager, Rural 
Payments Agency 

EAFRD Managing Authority 

Adrian Coates Relationship Manager - North East 
LEP, Department for Business, 
Energy and Industrial Strategy 

BEIS 

Helen Golightly Chief Executive, North East LEP North East LEP 

Kerry Corbett Team Leader Corporate Funding 
Programmes, Newcastle City 
Council 

North of Tyne Combined 
Authority 

Heather Smith Corporate Programmes & External 
Funding Manager, Northumberland 
County Council 

North of Tyne Combined 
Authority 

Catherine Pearson Funding and Programmes Team 
Leader, Durham County Council 

North East Combined 
Authority 

James Garland Principal Funding and Commercial 
Officer, Sunderland City Council 

North East Combined 
Authority 

John Scott South Tyneside Council North East Combined 
Authority 

Ammar Mirza AmmarM (UK) Ltd Private Sector 

Vacancy  Private Sector 

Suzanne Nestor-
Robson 

Deputy Director, Newcastle 
University 

Higher Education 

Michelle Rainbow Skills Director, North East LEP Education, Skills and 
Employment 

Colleen Peters Director of Business Development, 
New College Durham 

Further Education 

Sue Parkinson Chair, Business and Enterprise 
Working Group 

County Durham Economic 
Partnership 

Eddie Halstead Economic Development Technical 
Specialist, Environment Agency 

Sustainable Growth 

Carol Botten Deputy Chief Executive, Voluntary 
Organisations’ Network North East 

Voluntary Sector 

Antony Braithwaite Chair, North East Farming and Rural 
Advisory Network 

Rural Sector 

Julia Lyford Chair, North East Equalities 
Coalition 

Equalities and Non 
Discrimination 

Kate Welch Chief Executive, Acumen Social Enterprise 

 


