
 

Government Hospitality  

Protocol Directorate 

Lancaster House 

Stable Yard 

London SW1A 1BB 

 

Tel:   

Fax:   

www.fco.gov.uk 

 
 
 
  15 December 2016 

 
 
 
 
  
  
 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 – REQUEST REFERENCE 1071-16 

 

Thank you for your email of 17th November requesting information under the Freedom of 

Information Act 2000 (FOIA). In your email you requested: 

 

- Please specify what varieties of red bordeaux wine and what varieties of red burgundy wine 
was sold to the British Embassy in Paris in 2015/16 
 
- Please state the name / type of all 84 bottles of red bordeaux wine and all 48 bottles of red 
Burgundy wine sold to the British Embassy in Paris in 2015/16. 
 
 
Partial information is listed in the sales and revenue report for 2015/16 found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/annual-statement-on-the-government-wine-
cellar-for-the-financial-year-2015-to-2016 
 
In the annual statement, page 13, it details the type of wine sold to the Christie, Manson & 
Woods Ltd, Farr Vintners Ltd, the British Embassy in Paris and the Saintsbury Club. 
 
 
- Please specify from this list which wines were sent to the British Embassy in Paris. 
 
- What was the total cost of all 132 bottles; and please break the down for each variety.  
 
For the 72 bottles of red Bordeaux wine sold to the British Embassy in Paris in 2014; 
 
- Please break the different varieties of red Bordeaux wine sold to the British Embassy in 
Paris in 2014 
 
-  What is the total cost of all 72 bottles; and please break down the cost of each variety  

 

I can confirm that the Foreign and Commonwealth Office holds some information relevant to 

your request. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/annual-statement-on-the-government-wine-cellar-for-the-financial-year-2015-to-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/annual-statement-on-the-government-wine-cellar-for-the-financial-year-2015-to-2016


Four wines were sold from the Government Hospitality cellar to the British Embassy in Paris 

in FY 2015/16.  All four wines are listed in the Annual Statement summary of items sold, ie: 

 

Château Pichon-Longueville Baron 1990   48 bottles 

Château Brane-Cantenac 1995    36 bottles 

Savigny-les-Beaune Lavières 1999    24 bottles 

Vosne-Romanée 2002     24 bottles 

 

In FY 2014/15, two wines were sold to the British Embassy in Paris: 

 

Château Pichon-Longueville Comtesse de Lalande 1990 36 bottles 

Château Grand-Puy-Lacoste 1994    36 bottles. 

 
 
As previously agreed by the Information Commissioner, the details of the cost and value of 
individual wines bought and sold by Government Hospitality are exempt from publication 
under Section 43 (2) commercial interests.  We believe that the commercial interests of the 
FCO and the government (Government Hospitality) and its suppliers/buyers (wine 
merchants, producers and brokers, auction houses, etc) would be, or would likely be 
prejudiced, by releasing detailed information on the costs and value of individual wines on 
the cellar stock list.  Releasing stock, pricing and sales details made to or by GH in the 
London wine market is very likely to be picked up by other wine purchasers and vendors, 
and could result in pressures on the suppliers which would be likely to lead them to end their 
discounting arrangements with GH.  As a public authority, GH has a duty to achieve the best 
possible value for money, and we believe that the value for money arrangements we have 
would be compromised by the disclosure of the cost/price details. 

 
The use of S.43(2) requires the application of a public interest test, and the FCO has 
considered these arguments at some length. Clearly one of the main factors in favour of 
release of information on pricing is the public interest in transparency in the expenditure of 
public funds.  Against this is the potential for the commercial interests of the relevant public 
authority to be damaged, and the interests of its suppliers.  The FCO considers that the 
public interest is best served by withholding the details of prices and values in the form 
requested because disclosure is likely to adversely affect Government Hospitality’s 
relationship with its suppliers and / or purchasers.   
 

 

The copies of information being supplied to you continue to be protected by the Copyright, 
Designs and Patents Act 1988.  You are free to use it for your own purposes, including any 
non-commercial research you are doing and for the purposes of news reporting.  Any other 
re-use, for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the copyright 
holder.  Most documents supplied by the FCO will have been produced by government 
officials and will be protected by Crown Copyright.  To re-use Crown Copyright documents 
please consult the Open Government Licence v3 on the National Archives website. 
 
Information you receive which is not subject to Crown Copyright continues to be protected by 
the copyright of the person, or organisation, from which the information originated. You must 
ensure that you gain their permission before reproducing any third party (non-Crown 
Copyright) information. 
 
 
 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/


Yours sincerely,  
 
 
Government Hospitality  
Protocol Directorate 
 
 

 


