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Freedom of Information Request 
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ) – numbering added for ease of reference:

1. Please provide me with a breakdown of the number of Exceptional Case Funding (ECF) applications for inquests there were during the calendar year 2015.  
2. Please outline how many cases were granted, refused, rejected, withdrawn and how many were still awaiting a decision by the close of 2015.

3. If possible I would also like to know how many Legal Help matters were completed during the 2015 calendar year that related to inquests.

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds information that you have asked for. 
In relation to question 1, this information is exempt under section 21 of the FOI Act because it is reasonably accessible to you, and I am pleased to inform you that you can access it via the following link: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/legal-aid-statistics-april-to-june-2016 if you open the tables document and go to Table 8.2.
Section 21 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act exempts disclosure of information that is reasonably accessible by other means, and the terms of the exemption mean that we do not have to consider whether or not it would be in the public interest for you to have the information. 
In relation to question 2, our publication uses the latest extract date possible in order to minimise the number of awaiting applications. Thus for our Apr-Jun 16 publication linked above, the status of the applications is given as at 31 August 2016. Since you wanted the status of applications as at the end of 2015, we have prepared this data for you bespoke, and it will not correspond with the figures in our published CSV, however the total number of applications received remains the same:
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In relation to question 3, this information is an unpublished subset of our published legal help claims submitted (i.e. cases completed), which can be found in Table 5.2 via the link quoted above, and so the following figures are correct as of September 2016:

[image: image3.emf]Legal help claims submitted for inquest matters, calendar year 2015

Calendar 

Year

Quarter

2015 97

Jan-Mar 27

Apr-Jun 25

Jul-Sep 22

Oct-Dec

23

Date submitted

Total 

inquest 

claims


You can also find more information by reading the full text of the Act, available at http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/36/section/21 and further guidance http://www.justice.gov.uk/information-access-rights/foi-guidance-for-practitioners/exemptions-guidance
Exceptional Case Funding (ECF) inquest applications in 2015





Status and outcome of inquest ECF applications as at 31 December 2015, which were received in calendar year 2015.





Calendar 





Year
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Applications 





Determined





Awaiting





Granted





Refused





Rejected





Withdrawn





Positive 





Preliminary 





View





1





2015





220





176





44





109





48





18





1





0





Jan-Mar





43





41





2





24





14





3





0





0





Apr-Jun





55





50





5





34





12





3





1





0





Jul-Sep





65





60





5





33





17





10





0





0





Oct-Dec





57





25





32





18





5





2





0





0
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A Positive Preliminary View (PPV) was a preliminary grant awarded to direct client applications instead of a full grant, prior to 27 July 2016
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