	   [image: image1.png]g .& 2
JE)
<

Ministry
of Justice





	
	November 2016

	
	
	
	

	
	Our Reference: 107991
	

	


Freedom of Information Request 
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):
A list of the top 30 firms in receipt of (a) crime and (b) civil legal aid funding during the last financial year, 2015-16.

Ideally, I would like the list by FEE income only, net of disbursements / VAT.  If this is not possible, please compile the list looking at fee income plus disbursements/ expenses excl VAT.  It is fee income I am most interested in.  If the figures must include VAT, then please send me the figures incl VAT.
I would like to see the names of the top 30 Legal Aid providers in both categories of work.  Please include income received under ALL legal aid contracts – incl contracts such as telephone advice schemes.

I assume that where firms have numerous regional offices you total up all their fee income under one name; that would be ideal.
Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds information that you have asked for. The information is exempt under section 21 of the FOI Act because it is reasonably accessible to you, and I am pleased to inform you that you can access it via the following link: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/legal-aid-statistics-quarterly-january-to-march-2016 

Please scroll down to the downloadable data sheet entitled “Legal aid statistics England and Wales provider and area data”. 

Section 21 of the Freedom of Information Act exempts disclosure of information that is reasonably accessible by other means, and the terms of the exemption mean that we do not have to consider whether or not it would be in the public interest for you to have the information.
You can also find more information by reading the full text of the Act, available at http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/36/section/21. 
For your convenience however and outside our obligations under the Freedom of information act, we have extrapolated from the above the data you have requested. 

Please See Below:

 Appendix 1: Closed Case Expenditure of 30 Providers with highest total in Civil during 2015/16 excluding disbursements

Appendix 2: Closed Case Expenditure of 30 Providers with the highest total in Crime during 2015/16 excluding disbursements and VAT

Please not that we are unable to remove VAT from the Civil Expenditure figures electronically and therefore as per your request have provided them to you in this format. 

The timing with which a completed piece of work and the total payment, or expenditure, associated with it are reported are based on the point at which the final payment for that piece of work was authorised by the LAA. This means that the figures for a given period may include the value of work conducted in earlier periods, and similarly the value of any work that providers may have undertaken during the period on cases which have not yet completed will not be included. It is important to consider this when using these statistics because many more complex pieces of work, for example in Civil Representation or the Crown Court, can last for several years.
The expenditure presented in these statistics represents total legal aid fee payments. It is not equivalent to providers’ profits, earnings or take-home pay. Most providers must pay taxes such as VAT and meet professional costs and other overheads, similar to businesses and self-employed individuals in many other industries. All providers listed in this analysis are included because they completed and were paid for at least some legal aid funded work in the period covered. Any provider may work full-time on legal aid funded work, may combine it with other work not covered by these statistics, such as private work, or otherwise work part-time. The figures exclude payments to the named firm in some instances where the claim included work undertaken by others on their behalf. The amount attributed to an advocate may include payments subsequently made to other advocates as remuneration for work carried out on behalf of the named advocate.
In addition the totals given in Appendix one and two, I can confirm the two below Providers from the Top 30 lists below also receive monies from the Legal Aid Fund for undertaking work under a telephone advice contract.
Totals received from Legal Aid Fund under Telephone advice contracts.

	Shelter
	£343,378

	Duncan Lewis
	£28,283


Totals include VAT

You can also find more information by reading the full text of the Act (available at http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/36/contents).
Appendix 1
	Closed Case Expenditure in Civil during 2015/16 excluding disbursements

	
	

	Firm Name
	Amount Paid (£)

	IRWIN MITCHELL LLP
	                       27,824,800 

	DUNCAN LEWIS & CO
	                       19,505,277 

	WILSON SOLICITORS LLP
	                         6,164,161 

	STEPHENSONS SOLICITORS LLP
	                         6,013,121 

	T V EDWARDS LLP
	                         5,656,819 

	SWITALSKI'S SOLICITORS LTD
	                         5,559,299 

	SIMPSON MILLAR SOLICITORS LLP
	                         4,815,620 

	HODGE JONES & ALLEN LLP
	                         4,795,525 

	QUALITYSOLICITORS ABNEY GARSDEN
	                         4,563,192 

	MAKIN DIXON SOLICITORS LTD
	                         4,222,944 

	LEIGH DAY & CO
	                         3,944,198 

	BHATIA BEST LTD
	                         3,634,715 

	FLG LTD
	                         3,545,168 

	PANNONE LLP
	                         3,457,883 

	BRENDAN FLEMING SOLICITORS
	                         3,456,184 

	SHELTER
	                         3,395,467 

	CREIGHTON & PARTNERS
	                         3,201,634 

	HOWELLS DIRECT LLP
	                         3,183,256 

	CARTWRIGHT KING SOLICITORS
	                         3,052,701 

	EDWARDS DUTHIE SOLICITORS
	                         3,027,635 

	MILES & PARTNERS LLP
	                         3,023,545 

	BHATT MURPHY SOLICITORS
	                         2,969,632 

	QS JACKSON CANTER LTD
	                         2,924,835 

	MAITLAND-WALKER
	                         2,846,864 

	ATKINS HOPE SOLICITORS LIMITED
	                         2,812,886 

	FIELD FISHER WATERHOUSE LLP
	                         2,774,385 

	KINGSLEY NAPLEY LLP
	                         2,773,789 

	WITHY KING LLP
	                         2,729,124 

	ANTHONY COLLINS LLP
	                         2,714,711 

	BEN HOARE BELL LLP
	                         2,633,945 


Appendix 2

	Closed Case Expenditure in Crime during 2015/16 excluding disbursements and VAT

	
	

	Firm Name
	Amount Paid (£)

	TUCKERS SOLICITORS LLP
	                                          7,486,367 

	CARTWRIGHT KING SOLICITORS
	                                          6,478,980 

	THE JOHNSON PARTNERSHIP
	                                          6,405,581 

	HINE SOLICITORS
	                                          4,933,112 

	EBR ATTRIDGE LLP
	                                          4,510,354 

	J D SPICER & CO
	                                          3,741,215 

	FORBES SOLICITORS
	                                          3,507,377 

	G T STEWART SOLICITORS
	                                          3,348,197 

	REEDS SOLICITORS LTD
	                                          3,319,192 

	NOBLE SOLICITORS
	                                          3,251,437 

	BLACKFORDS LLP
	                                          3,217,620 

	DPP LAW LTD
	                                          3,126,113 

	MARTIN MURRAY & ASSOCIATES
	                                          2,635,302 

	STEVENS SOLICITORS
	                                          2,496,163 

	STUART MILLER SOLICITORS LTD
	                                          2,487,703 

	ABV SOLICITORS
	                                          2,435,682 

	BHATIA BEST LTD
	                                          2,429,695 

	DUNCAN LEWIS & CO
	                                          2,418,307 

	LLOYDS PR SOLICITORS
	                                          2,335,474 

	I B B SOLICITORS
	                                          2,300,850 

	SMITH PARTNERSHIP
	                                          2,148,285 

	T V EDWARDS LLP
	                                          2,118,367 

	HODGE JONES & ALLEN LLP
	                                          2,019,664 

	COBLEYS LLP
	                                          1,995,475 

	TAYLOR HALDANE BARLEX LLP
	                                          1,991,616 

	VHS FLETCHERS
	                                          1,988,796 

	STOKOE PARTNERSHIP
	                                          1,911,822 

	FARADAYS SOLICITORS LTD
	                                          1,911,278 

	BARK & CO
	                                          1,909,112 

	STEPHENSONS SOLICITORS LLP
	                                          1,903,770 


