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RA 1370 - Release To Service Configuration Control and Audit Trail

Rationale An Air System Release To Service (RTS) will continue to evolve with progressive 
improvements in the design and the declared capability of the Air System.  As a result 
particular attention must be paid to configuration control and maintaining an audit trail.  
►If the relevant stakeholders are unaware of the Air System's latest configuration or 
limitations, it could result in accidents/near misses and complications during 
investigations.  The RTS is maintained to reflect the as-flown configuration(s) of the Air 
Systems, whilst retaining changes from previous versions and an audit trail of the 
reasons for change.  The RTS is the document detailing the definitive limits for the Air 
System, and allow for peacetime training, exercise, contingency, threat and war 
conditions.◄

Contents 1370(1): ►◄ Configuration Control and Audit Trail

Regulation 

1370(1)

►◄ Configuration Control and Audit Trail 

1370(1) The RTS shall be amended and maintained to reflect the as-
flown configuration(s) of the Air System.

Acceptable 
Means of 
Compliance 

1370(1)

►◄ Configuration Control and Audit Trail 

1. The RTS should be amended to reflect any changes to limitations arising from 
changes in design, operation, or the conditions in which the Air System is used 
throughout the Air System’s in-Service life. 

2. The Air System’s Type Airworthiness Authority (TAA) should ensure all 
changes to limitations of the Air System are passed to the Release To Service 
Authority (RTSA) and published in the RTS. 

3. The RTSA should provide and maintain an auditable trail for all changes to the 
RTS in accordance with (iaw) RA 1225►1◄. 

4. The RTSA should be represented on the Air System Modification Committee 
(Local Technical Committee2 and Configuration Control Board3) to provide advice on 
modifications requiring an entry in the RTS.

Guidance 
Material 

1370(1)

►◄ Configuration Control and Audit Trail 

General Overview 

5. Amendments to the RTS will be required when limitations or restrictions are 
removed, revised or introduced. This may occur as a result of: modifications which 
alter the design standard; where other changes affecting limitations or restrictions are 
authorized; or when documents referenced in the RTS are raised in issue or 
amendment number.

6. The RTSA staff will discuss with the Air System TAA and Front Line Command 
Capability organization any proposed changes to limitations or modifications proposed 
to the Air System.  In the case of modification, the requirements of ►RA 58204◄ must 
be adhered to.

7. Amendments to the RTS will normally be supported by the Air System Release 
To Service Recommendations (RTSR) issued by the TAA.  In the case of Major 
Changes to the Air System additional oversight will be required by the MAA4. 

8. Amendments will be sequentially numbered as follows: "Issue No … 
Amendment No …” (repeating the existing Issue Number and using the amendment 
number next following). When the RTS is re-issued the document issue number will 
reflect the change (ie “Issue No 2” etc).

1 ►Refer to RA 1225 – Air Safety Documentation Audit Trail. 
2 Refer to◄ RA 5303 – Local Technical Committee ►◄. 
3 ►Refer to◄ RA 5304 – Configuration Control Board. 
4 ►Refer to RA 5820 – Changes in Type Design (MRP 21 Subpart D).◄
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Guidance 
Material 

1370(1)

9. After initial issue, amendments may change the flight envelope, Special 
Clearances and limitations within the RTS for Service regulated flying. 

Clarification or Amendment of the RTS

10. Requests for clarification or amendment to the RTS will be made to the 
Delegated RTSA (DRTSA) with a copy to the TAA. 

►Change Proposals◄ 

11. ►◄ The TAA and RTSA staff will ensure all design changes through 
modification are assessed for entry into the RTS. The RTSA will inform the TAA or his 
representative of the requirement for an RTS entry.  The RTSA staff will discuss with 
the TAA or his representative the type of entry in the RTS and include a preliminary 
assessment for the need for Special Clearances.  All modifications ►must◄ require a 
Safety Assessment and need to be assessed iaw ►RA 12205 for◄ the effect on the 
Equipment Safety Assessment.  The TAA and DRTSA will inform the Operating Duty 
Holder6 (ODH) of the hazards, risks and mitigations.

Modifications Committees

12. The MOD modifications approval process involves Modifications Committees 
(Local Technical Committee2 and Configuration Control Board3). The RTSA will be 
represented on the relevant Modification Committee to provide advice on the proposal 
being considered and whether an entry in the RTS is required. RTSA assistance will 
be required for multi-national projects, civil types and Military Registered Civil-Owned 
Aircraft which may have their own procedures. 

Procedure for Change Proposals 

13. Whenever a Service initiated change is being planned, it is the responsibility of 
the TAA, in conjunction with the RTSA, to consider the possible impact on the ASSC 
and inform the ODH.  Changes to the ASSC include: 

a. Changes to safety requirements. 

b. Changes that invalidate parts of the existing ASSC, whether or not the 
limitations are affected.

c. Changes derived from an operational requirement which may require a 
Special Clearance to be initiated by the user. 

14. The TAA, in consultation with the DRTSA, will identify the safety analysis that is 
required to support the revised Equipment Safety Assessment.  The following table 
shows some of the various types of change proposals and the procedural 
requirements that apply:

TYPE OF CHANGE REQUIREMENTS

Modifications The TAA, in conjunction with DRTSA, must 
consider the extent of the change to the
Equipment Safety Assessment and the 
associated need for changes to the RTS. The
TAA will forward copies of all draft Service 
Modification and Designer Modification Leaflets 
to appropriate competent authorities. (Refer to 
RA 5308►7◄ and RA 5312►8◄).

Special Flying Instructions (SFI) SFI are considered in the same way as Service 
Modifications, except that SFI that are more 
restrictive than the RTS do not have to be 
referred to the TAA before issue.

5 ►Refer to RA 1220 – Delivery Team Airworthiness and Safety.◄ 
6 As owner of the Air System Safety Case (ASSC). 
7 ►Refer to RA 5308 – Service Modifications. 
8 Refer to RA 5312 – In-Service Design Changes.◄
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TYPE OF CHANGE REQUIREMENTS

Special Instructions (Technical) 
(SI(T))

The TAA ►will◄ assess the effect on the 
Equipment Safety Assessment and RTS prior to 
issue (consulting with the DRTSA as 
appropriate), to consider the possible need for a 
change to the Equipment Safety Assessment 
and RTS. The TAA will forward copies of all 
draft SI(T) to appropriate competent authorities.

Service organization Repair 
Schemes concessions or 
Production Permits

The TAA, in conjunction with the DRTSA and 
Designer if appropriate, consider possible need 
for a change to the Equipment Safety 
Assessment and RTS.

Software Where software has been changed from that 
covered by the current Equipment Safety 
Assessment, the change is assessed for safety 
in the same way as hardware irrespective of the 
size of the change.

Changes to Minimum 
Equipment Lists (MEL) and 
equivalents

The TAA ►will◄ ensure that the Equipment 
Safety Assessment takes account of the MEL 
and assess any changes to the Equipment 
Safety Assessment resulting from a requirement 
to modify the MEL.

Equipment Not Basic to the Air 
System (ENBAS)

►The TAA must ensure that ENBAS are 
managed iaw RA 13409.◄

Configuration Management 

15. Changes to the design of the Air System together with the supporting evidence 
and decisions taken for the change ►must◄ be auditable, traceable and be recorded 
(iaw RA 1225►1◄).  It ►needs to◄ be possible for the RTSA to establish that the Air 
System has been assessed for safety throughout its Service life.

9 ►Refer to RA 1340 – Equipment Not Basic to the Air System.◄
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