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‘Food fraud encompasses deliberate 
and intentional substitution, addition, 
tampering, or misrepresentation of 
food, food ingredients, or food 
packaging; or false or misleading 
statements made about a product for 
economic gain.’



Campden BRI’s role in UK 
Customs contracts

• HM Revenue & Customs – dealing with 
all aspects of classification and imports, 
representation in Brussels, criminal 
investigations.

• Rural Payments Agency (RPA) – Olive 
oil analysis and other schemes.



What are customs laboratories like?
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Types of samples analysed



Customs Laboratory 
European Network (CLEN)

• Established in 1999
• Provides structure for coordination and 

networking under the lead of the 
European Commission.

• Six integrated ‘Actions’



Harmonised System

• HS Nomenclature:
– 21 Sections, 99 Chapters
– 5,000 commodity groups
– 6-digit code (8-digit in EU)                                                                                      

• Published annually as Commission Regulation
• Adopted into UK law as the Integrated Tariff of 

the United Kingdom



Meursing (Additional) Code Requirements

There are four test results that are required to obtain a 
Meursing Code, these are:

1. Sucrose (including invert sugar)

2. Starch/Glucose

3. Milk Fat

4. Milk Protein





Seasoned poultry

• Chapter 2 – Meat and edible meat offal
• Chapter 16 – Preparations of meat, or 

of fish, or of crustaceans, molluscs or 
of other aquatic invertebrates

Additional note 6a of Chapter 2 states:
Uncooked seasoned meats fall in Chapter 16. ‘Seasoned meat’ shall 
be uncooked meat that has been seasoned either in depth or over the 
whole surface of the products with seasoning either visible to the 
naked eye or clearly distinguishable by taste.



Assessment of samples



Seasoned poultry next steps?



Imported lamb



Imported ‘lamb fat’?



Lamb fat?



Next steps?



Tobacco
• Comprises a high proportion of enforcement 

samples sent for analysis
• Often declared as other items, including:

– Tea
– Molasses
– Insect repellent (citronella)

• It is necessary to confirm they are tobacco, 
and ascertain whether they are suitable for 
smoking



A close examination of shoes?



Tobacco 
declared 
as tea



Microscopic analysis confirmed the sample to 
be consistent  with  hand rolling tobacco.



Golden Virginia?

• The sample was seized as part of an 
investigation into counterfeit tobacco.

• The sample was analysed by GC/MS 
alongside genuine Golden Virginia hand 
rolling tobacco.

• Significant levels of benzoic acid, butylated
hydroxytoluene, and propanoic acid were 
found only in the genuine sample.

• A significant level of sorbic acid was found 
only in the seized sample.



Counterfeit spirits

• The sample was seized from an 
individual arrested in connection 
with cigarette smuggling.

• Analysis showed a low alcohol 
content and an illegal level of 
methanol.

• GC/MS analysis clearly showed 
the presence of tert-butyl alcohol 
and isopropanol



Counterfeit Labelling

• Samples labelled as 
Teacher’s whisky were 
received, along with rolls of 
duty paid labels.

• The whisky itself was 
analysed by GC/MS, and the 
labels were examined visually



Counterfeit Labelling
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End

• Any Questions?


