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Our History                    

• The industrial revolution in the 1800s meant that there was migration 
of the population from country to town dwelling. This led to a 
reliance on food supply which led to competition  BUT NO LAW IN 
PLACE.

• There were some statutes for the likes of pepper,                           
bread, ale and wines/spirits but crude techniques                           were 
employed.  

• Little advance on the law until 1850 when Britain's art                       
and manufacturing industry were the envy of the world                     
but public health administration was at an all time low.



History (Cont)                

• Mr Wakeley, editor of The 
Lancet, published articles 
highlighting grim stories of food 
adulteration and from this the 
Lancet Analytical Society was 
formed which was controlled by 
Dr Arthur Hill Hassall who 
investigated food adulteration 
and is considered to be the first 
Food Analyst.

• He was a physician but also an 
enthusiastic microscopist.



History (Cont)             
• Reports were published in The Lancet and vendors were 'named and 

shamed'.

• Adulteration was categorised as either fraud, harmful fraud or toxic 
fraud.

• The content of the reports made it difficult to see how people survived 
after eating- but it had the effect of reducing adulteration.

• 1855- a parliamentary committee was set up to further investigate food 
adulteration-find how widespread it was also concern it may affect the 
'commercial character of the country'



The Act of 1860

• 1860- "An Act for the Prevention of the Adulteration of Articles of 
Food or Drink" Published.

• Illegal to sell adulterated food and drink

• Foodstuffs were to be investigated by an unbiased authority and 
complaints to be assessed.

• The Act stated Analysts should be appointed by local authorities to do 
this.

• Initially failure of the Act to impact on problems-no recognised 
methods, limited knowledge of food composition, legal inadequacies 
and unsuitably qualified appointed analysts.



An Association begins

• A group of able chemists carried out systematic study and set up 
methods.

• The Society of Public Analysts was setting the standard for analytical 
food chemistry and the training of chemists.

• The Association of Public Analysts set up in 1954.

• The badge depicting the many disciplines of the profession.



So where are we now?

• ENGLAND: Six local authority laboratories- Hampshire, Kent, 
Lancashire, Staffordshire, West Yorkshire, Worcestershire.

• One private laboratory service (Public Analyst Scientific Services) with 
four sites (Hull, London, Norwich and Wolverhampton)

• SCOTLAND: Four local authority laboratories (Aberdeen, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow and Tayside).

• WALES: One private laboratory service (Minton, Treharne & Davies 
Ltd,  Llanelli & Cardiff)

• Twenty seven (26) appointed Public Analysts in ten (10) local 
authority and two (2) private laboratory services
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When I started in 1988

• I can think of 13 additional labs 
which have also closed which 
include both private and local 
authority (labs in Derbyshire, 
Liverpool, Exeter, Sheffield and 
Newcastle) to name but a few.

• So the Public Analyst Service has 
been reducing over the years



Sample numbers

• It's clear that one main factor is the number of official control samples 
taken have been reducing.

• In the UK, the number taken in 2010/11 was 92,122 but in 2014/25 in  it 
was 68,471 ( 26% reduction).

• England (-33%), Wales (-28%), *N Ireland (-13%), Scotland (+10%)

• *first 9 months of 2014/15 As district councils reduced from 26 to 11.

• This is on the back of Local Authorities struggling to carry out inspections 
of the increasing number of food businesses with reduced resources while 
customer complaints rise.

• Further pressure on Government and Local Authority resources still to 
come.



Impact

• So is the model in the UK fit for purpose or just under resourced?

• With regard to the UK Public Analyst Laboratories, six out of the ten 
only have a single appointed Public Analyst. Vulnerable position?

• All Public Analyst Laboratories hold a large scope of accredited 
methods which is necessary when 'policing' the large range of 
potential samples and problems. There is a cost to this. Increased QC. 
Sometimes the only samples could be proficiency tests. Therefore 
remove from scope? ..reduce competence?



Future

• If we look at the current situation regarding Public Analyst numbers:

• There are seventeen candidates currently registered for the MChemA

• Three students are in the final part of their studies and could potentially 
pass this year.  

• Six (6) could potentially progress to the final part next year and we have 
eight (8) at the initial part A stage with four being new applicants having 
had their registrations accepted at the exam board in March.

• All are encouraged to attend an annual residential training course at 
Reading University and the APA thank the FSA and DEFRA for supporting 
this financially allowing Public Analyst Laboratories to send at least one 
trainee free of charge. 



Training (cont)

• Our Training Officer (Michael Walker) facilitates and organises the 
Reading Training  course as well as organising other training events for 
Public Analysts and trainees in partnership with our training 
committee.

• Training guides and resources are made available on the APA website  
to assist MChemA students  to progress.

• Our Annual Conference (This year in Maidstone, Kent on the 27th and 
28th of October, 2016 at The Tudor Park Marriott Hotel) also allows an 
additional platform to gather and learn from speakers from a range of 
disciplines and for Public Analysts to discuss current issues.



Further Training

• In addition, the APA Educational Trust continues to support the continuing 
professional development of members (and have funded the attendance of 
Public Analysts to this event) and financially supports the MChemA
trainees at events wherever possible.

• The APA is also liaising with the Institute of Food Science and Technology 
through joint members allowing Public Analysts and trainees to attend 
food business visits.

• The National reference Laboratories also continue to support the Public 
Analyst Laboratories (Official Control Laboratories) through workshops and 
training days at no charge.

• DEFRA have also supported training through knowledge transfer events 
again with no charge to the laboratories.



And in the near future

• Currently the APA are looking to extend its associate membership to 
food examiners, National Reference Laboratory staff and Heads of  
Official Control Laboratories who are not Public Analysts as a way of 
forming a closer working relationship and extending our breadth of 
knowledge and expertise. Letters will go out shortly.

• Discussions have taken place between the APA and ACTSO 
(Association of Chief Trading Standards Officers)  which will hopefully 
lead to a joint approach in attempting to suggest ways in which the 
current enforcement model could be effectively funded.



And in the near future

• The six Local Authority Public Analyst Laboratories in England are currently 
in discussion and progress on a working partnership is underway and 
ongoing.

• There is a name, agreed aims and objectives, engagement with leaders and 
elected members of the councils involved has been initiated and all 
laboratories are positively working together to deliver an outcome.

• All meeting the Elliott Review recommendation that “A public sector ‘spine’ 
to laboratory provision for food testing would create a resilient, 
competitive service…offer considerable added value..leading to the Service 
working alongside private sector provision”.



Currently happening

• Local authority Trading Standards are working closely with food businesses 
through the primary authority agreement.

• Assured advice can be given and an analytical service can be offered via 
their appointed Public Analysts.

• Businesses like the thought of assured advice with UKAS accredited 
analysis on a report signed by a Public Analyst (USP)

• No conflict of interest as long as no advice directly to business (only 
through the LA) and no recommendation of what analysis should be 
carried out.

• Allows businesses who want to comply to work with the enforcement 
bodies. More resource to then act on rouge traders?



So where are we?

• So not standing still

• Trying to move the profession and service forward 

• Want to maintain the presence of the Public Analyst Service as part of 
the future enforcement service and network.

• Both Public and Private Public Analyst Laboratory Services working in 
tandem.

• Ensuring the presence of a modern and forward thinking Public 
Analyst Service as part of a network ensure food safety for years to 
come.



THANK YOU

• Jonathon.griffin@kent.gov.uk


