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  Details



          

    
            
You must register to provide or manage certain types of children’s social care services.  Ofsted’s registration guidance explains how to register and what stages your application will go through before we make a decision.


You can also view guidance on how to request a priority application to register a children’s home.
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              14 April 2023
              Incorporated the temporary changes to the registration process into the main guide.

            
	
              2 December 2022
              An update to how registration applications will be managed and determined.

            
	
              26 November 2021
              Added a link to guidance on interim managers.

            
	
              1 October 2021
              Added a link to new guidance on applying to register a multi-building children's home.

            
	
              19 July 2021
              Updated information about the role of the responsible individual.

            
	
              9 March 2021
              Minor addition to 'Withdrawing your application': you may not be able to withdraw your application if we have sent a notice of proposal to refuse your registration.

            
	
              22 February 2021
              Updated main registration guide throughout for clarity.

            
	
              15 June 2020
              Removed the 'Social care online applications: information for applicants' document as the guidance is no longer relevant. This follows the release of updated SC1, SC2 and SC3 forms.

            
	
              5 May 2020
              Added clarification around the registration process during the COVID-19 pandemic.

            
	
              2 November 2018
              Updated information for applicants who have lived abroad obtaining DBS certificates.

            
	
              31 August 2018
              Updated information about applications from charities, planning permission documents and accepting copies of DBS certificates.

            
	
              6 August 2018
              To clarify our current policy we have amended the text about applicants from abroad.

            
	
              24 April 2018
              Updated guidance to clarify that we do not register satellite children’s homes.

            
	
              2 February 2018
              All documents replaced: we have updated the types of financial information required by trusts and included more information about children’s homes location assessments.

            
	
              29 September 2017
              Updated sections 80-81 about DBS checks and the DBS update service.

            
	
              21 April 2017
              Guidance updated to introduce 3 stages of the application process. Applications must include all completed forms and relevant documents.

            
	
              18 December 2015
              Annex B and C added; minor changes for clarity in paragraphs 14, 83 and 152 to 154.

            
	
              27 March 2015
              Updated for changes to legislation.

            
	
              9 August 2014
              First published.

            


      






  
  
    
      Get emails about this page





  

    Print this page






    

  

  

  


      
      
        Related content
      




      


  	Register as a children’s social care provider or manager: introduction
	Become a children's social care provider: registration fee
	Introduction to children's homes
	Register as a children's social care provider: 'fit/suitable person' assessment questionnaires
	Register as a children's social care provider: checklist






      

    Collection


  	Children's social care: when and how to register with Ofsted


















  
    
        
  
      



      

    Explore the topic


  	Becoming a children's social care provider






  



    

  




    
  


      
        

  

  
    
      
        Is this page useful?

        	
            
              Maybe
          
	
            
              Yes this page is useful
          
	

            
              No this page is not useful
          


      

    


    
      Thank you for your feedback
    


    
      
        Report a problem with this page
    

  




  


  
    
      


      

      Help us improve GOV.UK

      Don’t include personal or financial information like your National Insurance number or credit card details.


      
        This field is for robots only. Please leave blank
        
      


      

    
  What were you doing?





  

    



      

    
  What went wrong?





  

    




      


  Send



      
        Cancel
      
    

  






  


  
    
      


      
      

      Help us improve GOV.UK

      To help us improve GOV.UK, we’d like to know more about your visit today. We’ll send you a link to a feedback form. It will take only 2 minutes to fill in. Don’t worry we won’t send you spam or share your email address with anyone.


      


            
  Email address







    
    




      


  Send me the survey



      
        Cancel
      

    

  







      


      
  
      
            
              Services and information

                	
                        Benefits
                      
	
                        Births, death, marriages and care
                      
	
                        Business and self-employed
                      
	
                        Childcare and parenting
                      
	
                        Citizenship and living in the UK
                      
	
                        Crime, justice and the law
                      
	
                        Disabled people
                      
	
                        Driving and transport
                      
	
                        Education and learning
                      
	
                        Employing people
                      
	
                        Environment and countryside
                      
	
                        Housing and local services
                      
	
                        Money and tax
                      
	
                        Passports, travel and living abroad
                      
	
                        Visas and immigration
                      
	
                        Working, jobs and pensions
                      


            

            
              Government activity

                	
                        Departments
                      
	
                        News
                      
	
                        Guidance and regulation
                      
	
                        Research and statistics
                      
	
                        Policy papers and consultations
                      
	
                        Transparency
                      
	
                        How government works
                      
	
                        Get involved
                      


            

      


      

    
      
          Support links

          	
                Help
              
	
                Privacy
              
	
                Cookies
              
	
                Accessibility statement
              
	
                Contact
              
	
                Terms and conditions
              
	
                Rhestr o Wasanaethau Cymraeg
              
	
                Government Digital Service
              


        
          
        
        
          All content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except where otherwise stated
        
      

      
        © Crown copyright
      

    

  


    

