
Minutes of the 79th meeting of the Migration Advisory Committee 
on 20 November 2015 

 
 
Chair:  Professor Sir David Metcalf CBE 
 
Attending: Professor Alan Manning  

Dr Jennifer Smith  
Professor Jackline Wahba  
Professor Jonathan Wadsworth  
John Thompson (Home Office) 
Gary Cook (Home Office) 
MAC Secretariat 

 
 Apologies: Lesley Giles 
 
Agenda item 1 - Welcome and introductions 
 

1. There were apologies from Lesley Giles. 
 
2. David Metcalf welcomed Baljit Khinder to her first MAC meeting. Baljit has 

recently joined the secretariat’s economics and research team as an assistant 
economist.  

 
Agenda item 2 – Minutes of the meeting held on 16 October 2015 
 

3. The MAC agreed the minutes for the October meeting. 
 
Agenda item 3 – MAC, Home Office and MAC secretariat updates – oral item 
 

4. John Thompson, on behalf of the Home Office, reminded the MAC that 
updated net migration statistics will be published on Thursday 26th November. 
He also brought to the MAC’s attention the Prime Minister’s recent letter to the 
President of the European Council. The letter states that immigration is one of 
the areas the UK Government will focus on in its negotiations with the EU. 
 

5. Tim Harrison updated the MAC on behalf of the secretariat. He informed the 
MAC about progress to recruit for the upcoming vacancy on the Committee, to 
replace Jonathan Wadsworth. He then updated the Committee in relation to 
internal Home Office discussions about potential future MAC work. Finally he 
highlighted recent interest in the MAC’s work on shortage methodology from 
Turkey and Malaysia. 
 

6. Committee members provided an update on meetings and work that they had 
been involved in on behalf of the MAC. David Metcalf confirmed that he had 
appeared before both the Immigration Bill Committee and the Home Affairs 
Select Committee on 20 October 2015. Jennifer Smith said that in December 
she will speak at a conference organised by the Economic and Social 
Research Institute in Dublin.  



 
Agenda item 4 – Paper 79.1: update on the review of nursing shortages 

7. Tim Harrison updated the Committee on progress with the MAC review to 
determine whether nurses should be added to the shortage occupation list.  
The call for evidence was published on 3 November and the deadline for 
responses is 31 December.  
 

8. The Institute for Employment Studies has been appointed as the contractor to 
deliver an external research project on the labour market for nurses in the UK 
and its relationship to the demand for, and supply of, foreign-born nurses in 
the NHS. The research will contribute to the evidence base for the MAC 
review. 

 
9. The Secretariat and Chair have held several meetings with partners from the 

health sector, including an open forum event at 2 Marsham Street on 12 
November. 

 
 

Agenda item 5 – Update on the Tier 2 review 
 

10. Tim Harrison presented an overview of the key issues to be addressed in the 
MAC’s review of Tier 2. There was then a wider discussion on the draft 
chapters which focused primarily on the recommendations to be made in each 
area.  

 
Agenda item 6 – Any other business 
 

11. No other business.  
 


