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Via email 
 

5 January 2016 
 
Dear Ms Dix, 
 
Response to the Crossrail 2 consultation  
 
As the Conservative Councillors for the London Borough of Hammersmith & 
Fulham, we are writing in support of a Crossrail 2 interchange at Imperial Wharf.  
 
Last month, the TfL Commissioner, Mike Brown, assured Greg Hands MP that 
Imperial Wharf is “being seriously considered” as an alternative station site. This 
new approach is encouraging. We believe that Imperial Wharf would serve more 
commuters, support more new jobs and homes, offer better value and – perhaps 
as importantly – gain support across our borough and west Chelsea. 
 
Imperial Wharf has significant advantages over the current plans for a station at 
the eastern end of the King’s Road: 
 
Interchange – Imperial Wharf would form the main Crossrail 2 interchange with 
the West London Line, reducing journey times for passengers. Without a 
separate interchange, Clapham Junction is likely to face severe station capacity 
problems, because it will also handle new demand from dozens of mainline 
routes. The interchange would also remove pressure on Overground services at 
the existing Imperial Wharf station, while relieving pressure on the District Line 
at West Brompton, Fulham Broadway and Parson’s Green. 
 
Passengers – based on its current catchment area alone, more commuters 
would use a Crossrail 2 station at Imperial Wharf. This number rises when new 
development is anticipated. It rises again when new bus routes in south Fulham 
are considered, as there would be substantial demand for improved links under 
Crossrail. When passengers transferring from the Overground are added, the 
commuter case for Imperial Wharf becomes overwhelming. 
 
Alignment – a natural alignment from Imperial Wharf (through Clapham 
Junction) to Balham would not involve tight curves. Changing the orientation of 
the track through Clapham Junction would therefore result in faster journeys, an 
equivalent track length and lower maintenance costs than under the current 
plans. We also welcome TfL’s acknowledgement that the foundations of the 
riverfront buildings are navigable. There is no engineering barrier to a Crossrail 
2 station at Imperial Wharf. 



 
Cost – land values around Imperial Wharf are cheaper, with the ability to 
redevelop a brownfield site to offset the cost of the station. The Lots Road Car 
Pound site would allow a significant capital receipt from new housing, as well as 
a station entrance in Chelsea. There is also the possibility of s.106 contributions 
from neighbouring sites that are due for redevelopment. Together, these factors 
suggest a significantly lower cost for an Imperial Wharf interchange than 
building a King’s Road station with no associated redevelopment. 
 
Olympia – District Line services to Olympia have been a recurrent issue for 
residents, for the exhibition halls, and for solving the bottleneck at Earls Court. A 
Crossrail 2 interchange just two Overground stops away at Imperial Wharf 
would finally provide a solution, particularly when combined with more frequent 
Overground services. Likewise, Imperial Wharf would provide a real alternative 
for many more passengers at West Brompton, which faces growing pressure 
from new development. 
 
Regeneration – a key aim of the Crossrail 2 project is to unlock more jobs and 
homes, assisting in London’s regeneration. There are several major 
redevelopment sites around Imperial Wharf, all of which are poorly served in 
terms of public transport links to central London. This has hampered their 
progress. A Crossrail 2 interchange would spur substantial investment and 
create new employment around the station. By contrast, no significant 
development sites in Chelsea would be unlocked through the current plans.  
 
Support – unlike the plans for a King’s Road station, there is unequivocal local 
support for bringing Crossrail 2 to Imperial Wharf. It would benefit thousands of 
commuters in Fulham, both directly and by reliving pressure on the District Line. 
It would still benefit thousands of commuters in Chelsea, with greater benefits 
for the poorly connected areas around World’s End and Lots Road. It would also 
offer benefits along the rest of the West London Line. Local residents 
consistently tell us that they want Crossrail 2 to serve our area. 
 
 
An Imperial Wharf interchange is compatible with the original conception of a 
Chelsea-to-Hackney line, which for many years included safeguarded land in 
Fulham. It would allow a station entrance in Chelsea, on Lots Road, and others 
serving Chelsea Creek, Chelsea Harbour and Imperial Wharf. At the same time, it 
would enable Crossrail 2 to be cheaper, faster, serve more passengers and tackle 
overcrowding at multiple stations, while delivering the regeneration always 
intended.  
 
Given these advantages, it was frustrating to see many inaccuracies and 
omissions in the report provided to Greg Hands MP in October. We hope that you 
will now commit to undertaking a proper technical study of the Imperial Wharf 
option, which will provide a credible basis for assessing passenger numbers, 
cost, regeneration potential, journey times, station alignments, tunnel routes, 
shaft locations, Overground usage and the impact on other stations and lines. 
 



In administration, we urged the case for an Imperial Wharf interchange during 
TfL’s consultation process in 2013. Given the new Commissioner’s openness to 
rethinking the plans, we strongly urge the case again. It is a far better option than 
the King’s Road. 
 
We would welcome an opportunity to meet in person to discuss an Imperial 
Wharf station on behalf of our residents. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

Councillor Greg Smith 
Leader of the Opposition 

Councillor Steve Hamilton 

Councillor Robert Largan 

Councillor Jane Law 

Sands End Councillors (for Imperial Wharf) 

Councillor Michael Adam 

Councillor Adronie Alford 

Councillor Nick Botterill 

Councillor Andrew Brown 

Councillor Joe Carlebach 

Councillor Charlie Dewhirst 

Councillor Belinda Donovan 

Councillor Caroline Ffiske 

Councillor Marcus Ginn 

Councillor Lucy Ivimy 

Councillor Donald Johnson 

Councillor Alex Karmel 

Councillor Mark Loveday 

Councillor Viya Nsumbu 

Councillor Harry Phibbs 

Councillor Frances Stainton 


