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Updated Outbreak Assessment 

Lumpy Skin Disease in South East Europe 

29
th
 April 2016               Ref: VITT/1200 LSD in South East Europe 

Disease Report 

Bulgaria has reported a further 28 outbreaks of Lumpy Skin Disease (LSD) in unvaccinated 

cattle, in three separate foci across several regions. In addition, the Former Yugoslavian 

Republic of Macedonia has also reported four outbreaks in separate regions and Turkey has 

reported a single case in Edirne region, near the Greek border, while Greece has reported 

more outbreaks in the Serres region. Disease control measures are in place including 

movement controls and culling infected animals, while emergency vaccination in Bulgaria will 

be applied, in line with EU rules, as it is already in Greece (see map for current outbreaks; 

OIEa and b, 2016).  

 

Situation Assessment 

In countries where LSD is endemic, periods of apparent disease “freedom” are observed in 

livestock, followed by outbreaks associated with long distance infection and then localised 

spread, presumably through movement of inapparently infected animals and followed by 

transmission by vectors, but the wildlife reservoir (for example buffalo) also plays an 

important role in maintaining transmission, as does the persistenceof the virus in the 
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enviroment or on necrotic skin tissue; vectors are not thought to remain infectious for longer 

than a few days as they only act as mechanical vectors (Hailu et al., 2015). Vaccination with 

live vaccines can mask infection by preventing the development of severe clinical signs 

therefore it is important to maintain the EU rules around standstills and clinical inspections 

prior to moving vaccinated animals. According to the Bulgarian Ministry of Agriculture, 

150,000 vaccine doses were delivered on the 27th April which will cover nearly half of the 

cattle population in the at risk areas to begin with  (350,000 cattle in total) 

(http://www.mzh.government.bg/MZH/News/16-04-21/-2170134458.aspx).  

Long term weather predictions for the region are difficult to make at present, partly due to the 

El Nino effect from last year, but short term forecasts are for rain and possible flooding which 

could increase vector populations or hamper disease control efforts, and proximity to water 

bodies is a risk factor in the spread of LSD (Hailu et al. 2015).  

Conclusion 

Although the risk of introduction of LSD into the UK remains very low and has not 

significantly increased as a result of these outbreaks in South East Europe, it highlights the 

general concerns for the region with respect to transboundary diseases and ability to control 

vector borne diseases.  

We will continue to monitor the situation. 
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International Disease Monitoring 
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