	Response from domestic violence specialist support organisation to request for evidence confirming a referral by a health professional to them


	


	This example letter has been designed by the Ministry of Justice to be used by domestic violence specialist support organisation when responding to requests for evidence of referrals made by doctors (including GPs), nurses, midwives, practitioner psychologists & health visitors of the applicant, to their domestic violence specialist support service which provides support and assistance for victims of, or those at risk of, domestic violence.
Information required is highlighted and instructions are italicised. Please delete any unnecessary text and instructions (including this introduction) before sending.


HEADED LETTER [where possible]
	[Addressee name]
[Address]
	[Your Address]

[Your E-mail (if applicable)]

[Your Contact telephone number]



Dear [Insert name of addressee],
Name of applicant: [Name of applicant]

I understand that [APPLICANT’S NAME] (‘the Applicant’) wishes to access legal aid for a family dispute as a victim of domestic violence. For this reason I have been asked to confirm I have received a referral of the Applicant from a health professional, to our domestic violence specialist support service in accordance with regulation 33 of the Civil Legal Aid (Procedure) Regulations 2012.
Accordingly I can confirm that the Applicant was referred to our domestic violence specialist support organisation on the [DATE WHEN REFERRAL MADE] (being within 60 months 
prior to the Applicant’s intended application for legal aid) from a health professional [name/practice to be inserted if known]. 
Yours sincerely,
[Sign]
[Name of domestic violence specialist support organisation signatory]
[Title of signatory]
�Changed to 60 months
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