
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

12 February 2016 

 

 

 

Dear  

 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 REQUEST REF: 1104-15 

 

Thank you for your email of 16 November 2015 requesting information under the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) 2000.  You asked:  
 

Please identify the number of occasions when proceedings were commenced in 
the High Court of Justice against the Foreign and Commonwealth Office for each 
year between the period October 2010 to October 2015.  
 
Can the Foreign and Commonwealth Office identify how many sets of 
proceedings identified in answer to the question above sought the remedy of 
judicial review? 

 
The figures given below provide an indication of the number of High Court and judicial 
review cases, which were commenced against the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.  
These figures are drawn from management information held centrally in Government but 
they may not provide a definitive picture as not all the information is readily available.   
 
Providing definitive figures would require a targeted search of a large number of paper files, 

which would exceed the cost threshold as set out in Section 12 of the Freedom of 

Information Act.  Section 12 of the Act makes provisions for public authorities to refuse 

requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate 

limit.  The limit has been specified in the Freedom of Information and Data Protection 

(Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2014.  For central government the appropriate limit 

is set at £660.  This represents the estimated cost of one or more persons spending 3 ½ 

days working days in determining whether the Department holds the information, and 

locating, retrieving and extracting it.  I estimate that it will take more than 3 ½ working days 

to locate, retrieve and extract this information from the relevant files.  

 
 
Nevertheless, we hope that the information provided here is helpful to you. 
 

Legal Directorate 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

King Charles Street 

London SW1A 2AH 

 

Website: https://www.gov.uk  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/


 

 

Number of occasions when proceedings were commenced in the High Court of 
Justice against the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
2010-11   6 
2011-12   3 
2012-13   3 
2013-14   0 
2014-15   5 
 
Within the number set out above, the amount of judicial review cases commenced 
against the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
2010-11   4 
2011-12   3 
2012-13   3  
2013-14   0 
2014-15   4 
 
FCO Legal Directorate has put in place a new electronic database that allows us to record 
and access digitally information on FCO litigation in the UK.  This database will allow us to 
provide more accurate statistics on FCO litigation for years from 2015 onwards. 
  
Once an FOI request is answered, it is considered to be in the public domain.  To promote 
transparency, we may now publish the response and any material released on gov.uk in the 
FOI releases section.  All personal information in the letter will be removed before 
publishing.  
 
The copies of information being supplied to you continue to be protected by the Copyright, 
Designs and Patents Act 1988.  You are free to use it for your own purposes, including any 
non-commercial research you are doing and for the purposes of news reporting.  Any other 
re-use, for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the copyright 
holder.  Most documents supplied by the FCO will have been produced by government 
officials and will be protected by Crown Copyright.  To re-use Crown Copyright documents 
please consult the Open Government Licence v3 on the National Archives website. 
 
Information you receive which is not subject to Crown Copyright continues to be protected by 
the copyright of the person, or organisation, from which the information originated. You must 
ensure that you gain their permission before reproducing any third party (non-Crown 
Copyright) information. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Legal Directorate 

 

We keep and use information in line with the Data Protection Act 1998.  We may release this personal information to other UK 
government departments and public authorities. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-office
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications?keywords=&publication_filter_option=foi-releases&topics%5B%5D=all&departments%5B%5D=foreign-commonwealth-office&official_document_status=all&world_locations%5B%5D=all&from_date=&to_date=&commit=Refresh+results
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/

