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1. Does the DSA have any direct input to Pearson Professional regarding closure of 
Pearson Professional Theory Test Centres? 
 
DSA outsource the management and delivery of the theory test to Pearson Driving 
Assessments Limited.  The standard of service provision, including the location of theory 
test centres is determined by DSA.   
 
2. Has the DSA been contacted by Pearson Professional, in the current financial 
year, regarding the closure of Theory Test Centres in 2011/2012? 
 
The closure of theory test centres is part of a joint ongoing review of theory test provision 
across Great Britain.  A number of under utilised test centres have been identified which 
can be merged with suitable alternative locations that have spare capacity. 
 
 
3. What criteria does the DSA have with regards to the locations of Theory Test 
Centres? 
 
4. Is there a maximum distance that the DSA considers a candidate should not have 
to travel over, to attend a Theory Test Centre? 
 
The theory test travelling criteria are: 
 

 within 5 miles in districts (usually towns or cities) with a population density equal or 
more than 1250 persons per square kilometre; 

 
 within 20 miles in areas where the population density lies between 100 and 1250 

persons per square kilometre; 
 

 within 40 miles in sparsely populated areas, with a population density equal to or 
less than 100 persons per square kilometre. 

 
The information supplied to you continues to be protected by copyright. You are 
free to use it for your own purposes, including for private study and non-
commercial research, and for any other purpose authorised by an exception in 
current copyright law. Documents (except photographs) can be also used in the UK 
without requiring permission for the purposes of news reporting. Any other re-use, 
for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the copyright 
holder.  
 
Most documents supplied by the Driving Standards Agency will be protected by 
Crown Copyright. Most Crown copyright information can be re-used under the Open 
Government Licence (http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-
licence/). For information about the OGL and about re-using Crown Copyright 
information please see The National Archives website -
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/uk-gov-licensing-
framework.htm .  
 
Copyright in other documents may rest with a third party. For information about 
obtaining permission from a third party see the Intellectual Property Office’s 
website at www.ipo.gov.uk. 
 


