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Detention Services Order 06/2015  

 

Marriage/Civil Partnership 
 

Introduction 

 
1. This Order provides guidance to staff in immigration removal centres (IRCs) 

on action to take regarding facilitating the marriage/civil partnership of a 
detainee outside the centre (and at Dungavel only, within the centre).  This 
guidance covers civil ceremonies only.  The guidance covers situations where 
a detainee is proposing to marry or enter into a civil partnership with a fellow 
detainee or with a person who is not detained.  

 
2. Generally, detainees should be allowed to marry/register a civil partnership 

providing that: 
 

 there is no known legal impediment (note: getting married or entering a 
civil partnership to gain an immigration advantage is not a legal 
impediment and, in any event, only a registrar may prevent a 
marriage/civil partnership on this ground); 

 the couple has complied with any required Home Office investigation and 
the required period of notice has expired (see below); and 

 escorts can be arranged without disrupting the smooth running of the 
centre.   

 

Action to take when notified of a detainee’s intention to marry or 
enter a civil partnership 

 
IRC Supplier staff 
 
3. IRC Supplier staff must, in all cases, inform the Home Office IRC Team of a 

detainee’s intention to marry. 
 

 
Home Office IRC team 

 
4. On receiving notification of a forthcoming marriage or civil partnership, the 

Home Office IRC team must, in every case, take the following action: 
 

 Refer all relevant information to: 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/marriage-and-civil-partnership-referral-and-investigation-scheme


 

o the caseworker; and 
o Marriage Referral and Assessment Unit (MRAU). 

 
 

Official – sensitive: do not disclose: start of section 
 
The information in this area has been removed as it is for internal Home Office 
use only. 
 
Official – sensitive: do not disclose: end of section 

 
 

 Relevant information may include, but is not limited to: 
 
o Detainee details – name, date of birth, nationality, Home Office 

number; 
o Proposed spouse/civil partner – name, date of birth, nationality (the 

nationality of the proposed spouse/civil partner could have 
implications on continued detention, if an EEA national); 

o Date and location for the marriage/civil partnership and any related 
appointments. 

 
5. Requests for escorting to a ceremony must not be approved by the Home 

Office Immigration Enforcement Manager/Supplier Centre Manager until 
confirmation is received that the couple has complied with any required Home 
Office investigation and the required period of notice has expired (see below).  

 
 

Legal requirements prior to a marriage or civil partnership 
 
 
6. New provisions in Part 4 of the Immigration Act 2014 came into force on 2 

March 2015. One of the effects of the new provisions is the extension of the 
notice period for all couples who wish to marry following civil preliminaries or 
enter into a civil partnership to a minimum period of 28 days.  
 

7. All proposed marriages or civil partnerships where one or both of the parties 
could gain an immigration advantage from the marriage or civil partnership 
will be referred by the registrar to the Home Office.   

 
8. The notice period will be extended to 70 days where the Home Office gives 

notification of its decision to investigate whether the referred marriage or civil 
partnership is a sham.  This gives the Home Office more time and scope to 
identify and investigate suspected sham1 marriages and take enforcement or 

                                            
1
 As defined in the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 (as amended).  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/marriage-and-civil-partnership-referral-and-investigation-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/marriage-and-civil-partnership-referral-and-investigation-scheme


 

casework action to prevent a participant in a proposed sham marriage or civil 
partnership from gaining an immigration advantage. A couple will be unable to 
marry or enter into a civil partnership if they do not comply with an 
investigation under the scheme. 

 
9. Notice of intention to marry/form a civil partnership must be given at a 

designated register office. Requirements for giving notice are available on 
GOV.UK: Marriage and Civil Partnerships in the UK. 

  
10. All registration offices in Scotland and Northern Ireland are designated 

register offices.  In England and Wales, the detainee and his/her 
fiancé(e)/proposed civil partner must attend a designated register office 
together, in person, in order to give notice of the intended marriage/civil 
partnership.   Designated offices in England and Wales and further details of 
the registration process can be found on GOV.UK.  

 
11. In England and Wales, both parties to the proposed marriage/civil partnership 

must have resided in England/Wales for at least 7 full days immediately 
before the day on which they give their notice to marry or enter a civil 
partnership.   

 
12. In Scotland and Northern Ireland, notice of marriage or civil partnership may 

be given at any register office and this notice can be given by post but parties 
may be asked to attend the registrar’s office before the wedding or civil 
partnership. Further details for Scotland and Northern Ireland are available at 
National Records of Scotland, and nidirect, respectively.  

 
13. In addition to the above, the Home Office Immigration Enforcement Manager 

may also contact the local register office for advice on the legal requirements. 
 
14. Once notice has been given, the parties must wait 28 days, or 70 days where 

the Home Office decides to investigate, and comply with any Home Office 
investigation, before they can get married or register their civil partnership. 

 
15. The notice to marry or register a civil partnership is valid for one year if it is 

given in England, Wales or Northern Ireland; or for three months if it is given 
in Scotland. 

 

Arranging escorts for giving notice/marriage/civil partnership 
 
16. Providing reasonable notice is given, the IRC Supplier’s staff should make 

arrangements for escorting the detainee to give notice of the marriage/civil 
partnership at the local designated register office (i.e. to meet the detainee's 
fiancé(e)/proposed civil partner there) in England/Wales, or if required to 
attend the register office in Scotland or Northern Ireland.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/marriage-and-civil-partnership-referral-and-investigation-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/marriages-civil-partnerships/weddings-and-civil-partnership-ceremonies
https://www.gov.uk/marriages-civil-partnerships/weddings-and-civil-partnership-ceremonies
http://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/registration/getting-married-in-scotland
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/information-and-services/births-deaths-marriages-and-civil-partnerships/marriage-and-registration


 

17. Escorting arrangements to the marriage/civil partnership ceremony itself must 
not be made until confirmation is received that the couple has complied with 
any required Home Office investigation and the required period of notice has 
expired.   

 
18. Provided the couple has complied with any required Home Office 

investigation, the final decision on facilitating the necessary practical 
arrangements for marriages/civil partnerships, including escorting, should be 
made locally according to existing arrangements by the supplier centre 
manager/Home Office Immigration Enforcement manager in conjunction with 
the detainee escorting and population management unit (DEPMU) as 
necessary. 

  
 

Suspected Sham Marriages/Civil Partnerships 
 
19. There is no power to prevent a detainee who has complied with any required 

Home Office investigation, and whose required notice period has expired, 
from marrying/entering into a civil partnership. However, the detainee will not 
be able to gain any immigration advantage if there is clear evidence of a 
sham. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/marriage-and-civil-partnership-referral-and-investigation-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/marriage-and-civil-partnership-referral-and-investigation-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/marriage-and-civil-partnership-referral-and-investigation-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/marriage-and-civil-partnership-referral-and-investigation-scheme
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